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OBJECTIVES 

 

Unit –I To help learners achieve accessibility to 

regional and international literary forms. 

Unit –II To enable them to contextualize the texts 

and be familiar with translation theory. 

Unit -III To enable them to develop a comparative 

perspective to study the texts. 

Unit –IV To exhibit appreciation of literature and 

writers from various nations and cultures. 

Unit –V To learn to see critically the rising trends of 

globalization, capitalism and multi-

culturalism. 
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SECTION 1.1: Dante- Ulysses’ Last Voyage 

 

  

I launched her with my small remaining band 

and, putting out to sea, we set the main 

on that lone ship and said farewell to land. 

Far to starboard rose the coast of Spain, 

astern was Sardi, Islas at our bow, 

and soon we saw Morocco port abeam. 

Though I and comrades now were old and slow, 

we hauled till nightfall for the narrow sound 

where Hercules had shown what not to do, 

by setting marks for men to stay behind. 

At dawn the starboard lookout made Seville, 

and at the straits stood Ceuta t'other hand. 

"Brothers," I shouted, "who have had the will 

to come through danger, and have reached the west! 

our time awake is brief from now until 

the senses die, and so I say we test 

the sun's own motion and do not forego 

the worlds beyond, unknown and peopleless. 

Think of the roots from which you sprang, and show 

https://www.best-poems.net/dante_alighieri/index.html
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that you are human: not unconscious brutes 

but made to follow virtue and to know." 

DANTE ALIGHIERI  

Dante Alighieri (1265-1321) was an Italian poet, philosopher, and 

scholar who is best known for his epic poem, the Divine Comedy (Divina 

Commedia in Italian). Dante was born in Florence, Italy, around 1265. He 

belonged to a prominent family but was also involved in the political turmoil of 

his time, which deeply influenced his writing. Dante began writing poetry at a 

young age and became involved in the Dolce Stil Novo ("Sweet New Style") 

movement, which focused on love and philosophical themes. In 1302, Dante 

was exiled from Florence due to his political activities and allegiances. This 

exile profoundly impacted his life and work, as he wandered through various 

Italian cities. Dante's masterpiece, the Divine Comedy, is a narrative poem 

divided into three parts: Inferno (Hell), Purgatorio (Purgatory), and Paradiso 

(Paradise). It describes Dante's journey through these realms guided by the 

Roman poet Virgil and later by his beloved Beatrice.  

Dante Alighieri remains a central figure in Italian literature and Western 

literary tradition, celebrated for his profound insights into human nature, 

spirituality, and the complexities of existence. The Divine Comedy continues 

to inspire readers and scholars alike with its timeless themes and artistic 

brilliance. 

SUMMARY 

ULYSSES’ LAST VOYAGE  

In Dante Alighieri's Inferno, part of his epic poem The Divine Comedy, 

Ulysses (known as Odysseus in Greek mythology) appears in Canto XXVI. 

Here, Dante provides a reimagined version of Ulysses' final journey, which 

differs significantly from the classical Homeric epics. 

LAUNCHING THE SHIP  

Ulysses and his remaining crew embark on their voyage from a familiar 

coastline, bidding farewell to land. This act symbolizes their departure from 

the known and safe into the unknown and perilous. 
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NAVIGATION AND GEOGRAPHY 

They navigate past recognizable landmarks: the coast of Spain to 

starboard, Sardinia astern, and the Islas (likely referring to the Balearic 

Islands) ahead. These geographical references ground the narrative in a 

specific Mediterranean context. 

 MOROCCO AND BEYOND  

As they sail, they soon spot Morocco, which signifies their journey's 

progression toward more exotic and distant lands beyond Europe. 

AGE AND ENDURANCE 

Despite their advanced age and physical limitations ("old and slow"), 

Ulysses and his comrades persist in their journey. This underscores their 

determination and resilience in the face of challenges. 

SYMBOLISM OF THE STRAITS OF GIBRALTAR 

The reference to the "narrow sound where Hercules had shown what 

not to do" alludes to the Strait of Gibraltar, historically considered the edge of 

the known world. In Greek mythology, Hercules set up his Pillars as a warning 

to sailors not to venture into the unknown waters beyond. 

LEADERSHIP AND INSPIRATION 

Ulysses assumes a leadership role, rallying his comrades with a stirring 

speech. He acknowledges their courage in braving dangers and hardships to 

reach the western horizon, where new worlds and possibilities await.  

PHILOSOPHICAL REFLECTIONS 

Ulysses' speech turns philosophical as he contemplates the purpose of 

their journey. He urges his crew to embrace their humanity by pursuing virtue 

and knowledge. This reflects Ulysses' intellectual curiosity and desire for 

transcendence beyond mere survival. 

EXPLORATION AND THE UNKNOWN 

The passage encapsulates the spirit of exploration and discovery, 

themes central to Ulysses' character in classical literature. It portrays him as a 

restless seeker, always pushing boundaries and striving to uncover new truths 

about the world and themselves. 
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Glossary 

1. Starboard: The right side of the ship when facing forward. 

2. Astern: Toward or at the back of the ship. 

3. Sardi: Likely refers to Sardinia, an island in the Mediterranean Sea. 

4. Islas: Likely refers to the Balearic Islands, a group of islands in the western 

Mediterranean Sea. 

5. Morocco port: The port or harbor of Morocco, indicating they are sailing 

along the coast of Morocco. 

6. Abem: Abaft or abeam - alongside the ship. 

7. Narrow sound: Refers to a narrow passage or strait. 

8. Hercules: Refers to the mythical figure Hercules (Heracles in Greek 

mythology), who, according to legend, set up the Pillars of Hercules (often 

identified with the Strait of Gibraltar) as a boundary marker. 

9. Seville: A city in southern Spain. 

10. Ceuta: A Spanish autonomous city located on the north coast of Africa, on the 

Strait of Gibraltar. 

11. Brothers: Addressing his comrades or crew members. 

12. Reached the west: Refers to reaching the western horizon or venturing into 

the unknown westward territories. 

13. The sun's own motion: Refers to the journey of the sun across the sky, 

symbolizing the passage of time and the quest for knowledge. 

14. Worlds beyond, unknown and people less: Refers to uncharted territories 

or lands that have not been explored or inhabited by people. 

15. Virtue: Moral excellence or goodness. 

16. Unconscious brutes: Refers to behaving like animals without reason or 

moral awareness. 

17. Made to follow virtue and to know: Suggests that humans are meant to 

pursue moral excellence and knowledge. 

 

 

 

 



CDOE - ODL B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER IV  

 

9 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

Self-Assessment Questions                                                

 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. What geographical locations are mentioned in the passage as Ulysses 

and his crew set sail? 

A. Italy, Greece, and Egypt 

B. Spain, Sardinia, and Morocco 

C. England, Ireland, and Scotland 

D. Turkey, Cyprus, and Syria 

2. Where does the starboard lookout spot as dawn breaks according to 

Ulysses? 

A. Lisbon  B. Seville 

C. Athens  D. Rome 

3. What is Ulysses urging his comrades to do as they embark on their 

journey? 

A. To turn back and return home 

B. To explore the worlds beyond and test the sun's motion 

C. To abandon their ship and swim ashore 

D. To rest and conserve their energy 

4. According to Ulysses, what did Hercules do at the "narrow sound"? 

A. He built a fortress to protect sailors 

B. He set markers to guide sailors safely through 

C. He warned sailors not to venture further 

D. He sailed through with great bravery 

5. What virtue does Ulysses emphasize to his comrades in his speech? 

A. Courage 

B. Wisdom 

C. Patience 

D. Strength 

6. In Dante's "Inferno," Ulysses‘ last voyage is primarily a symbol of: 

A. Intellectual curiosity and exploration beyond mortal 

limits.  
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B. Military conquest and expansion of territory.  

C. Romantic pursuit of love and passion.  

D. Religious pilgrimage and spiritual enlightenment. 

7. According to Dante in the "Inferno," Ulysses and his crew meet their 

end due to: 

A. A monstrous sea creature that devours them.  

B. A violent storm sent by divine justice.  

C. Mutiny among the crew members. 

 D. Running out of provisions and perishing at sea. 

8. In Dante's "Inferno," Ulysses' journey beyond the Pillars of Hercules 

symbolizes his quest for: 

A. Wealth and material riches.  

B. Political power and dominance.  

C. Knowledge and intellectual enlightenment.  

D. Physical strength and prowess. 

9. In Dante's "Inferno," Ulysses' fate serves as a cautionary tale primarily 

warning against: 

A. Overwhelming ambition and desire for power.  

B. The dangers of physical exploration and adventure.  

C. Ignorance and lack of intellectual curiosity.  

D. Hubris and the pursuit of knowledge beyond mortal limits. 

10.  In Dante's "Inferno," Ulysses' journey beyond the Pillars of Hercules is 

motivated by his desire to: 

A. Conquer new lands and expand his kingdom. 

B. Escape from the wrath of the gods. 

C. Seek revenge against his enemies. 

D. Explore the limits of human knowledge and experience. 

 

 ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Identify and briefly explain the significance of three geographical 

locations mentioned in Ulysses' journey as described in the 

passage. 
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Geographical Locations- Coast of Spain: Mentioned as rising "far to 

starboard," symbolizing the departure point of their journey into the unknown. 

Sardi (Sardinia): Noted as being "astern," indicating a reference point as they 

sail away from familiar territories. 

Islas (Balearic Islands): Described as being "at our bow," suggesting islands 

that they pass by on their voyage towards Morocco. 

These locations mark the beginning of Ulysses' journey away from known 

lands towards the west, emphasizing the geographical scope and direction of 

their exploration. 

2. Explain the significance of the "narrow sound" referred to in the 

passage.  

Significance of the "Narrow Sound" 

The "narrow sound" refers to a strait or narrow passage where 

Hercules had set markers ("marks for men to stay behind"). This signifies a 

boundary beyond which sailors were warned not to venture further, 

symbolizing both physical and metaphorical limits of exploration. 

3. What does Ulysses urge his comrades to do as they embark on their 

journey? How does this reflect his character?  

Ulysses' Urge and Character 

Ulysses urges his comrades to "test the sun's own motion" and explore 

the "worlds beyond, unknown and peopleless." This reflects Ulysses' 

adventurous spirit and thirst for knowledge even in old age. He sees their 

journey as a test of human potential and urges them to embrace their 

humanity by pursuing virtue and knowledge, emphasizing that they are not 

mere "unconscious brutes" but beings meant for higher pursuits. 

4. Discuss the main theme conveyed through Ulysses' speech to his 

comrades. How does he inspire them? 

The main theme conveyed through Ulysses' speech is the pursuit of 

knowledge and exploration beyond known boundaries. Ulysses urges his 

comrades to embrace their humanity by testing the limits of their 

understanding ("test the sun's own motion") and exploring "worlds beyond, 

unknown and peopleless." He inspires them by highlighting the brevity of life 
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and the opportunity to fulfill their potential, urging them to reject complacency 

("not unconscious brutes") and instead strive for virtue and knowledge. 

Ulysses' speech inspires his comrades through its call to bravery, curiosity, 

and the pursuit of higher ideals, resonating with themes of adventure and 

intellectual curiosity. 

5. Discuss Dante's portrayal of Ulysses' last voyage in Canto 26 of the 

"Inferno." What does Ulysses symbolize in Dante's narrative, and 

how does his fate reflect broader moral and philosophical themes in 

the poem? 

In Canto 26 of Dante's "Inferno," Ulysses' last voyage is depicted as a 

poignant allegory that symbolizes the consequences of human ambition and 

intellectual curiosity. Dante, drawing upon classical sources like Homer's 

"Odyssey," portrays Ulysses not as a hero but as a tragic figure condemned 

to the eighth circle of Hell. Ulysses represents the epitome of intellectual pride 

and reckless daring, traits that lead him and his crew to sail beyond the known 

world, defying the boundaries set by divine providence. 

Ulysses' journey in the "Inferno" serves as a cautionary tale, illustrating 

the dangers of pursuing knowledge beyond mortal limits and challenging the 

natural order established by God. His ambitious quest for exploration and 

understanding, while heroic in classical literature, becomes a moral 

transgression in Dante's Christian worldview. By venturing into uncharted 

waters beyond the Pillars of Hercules, Ulysses not only defies geographical 

boundaries but also challenges divine authority, seeking to transcend human 

limitations through knowledge and experience. 

The consequences of Ulysses' actions are dire: his ship is ultimately 

engulfed by a tempest sent by divine justice, symbolizing the punishment for 

his intellectual arrogance and disregard for divine will. Dante uses Ulysses' 

fate to underscore broader moral and philosophical themes in the "Inferno," 

such as the nature of sin, the importance of humility before God's design, and 
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the limits of human knowledge. Through Ulysses, Dante warns against the 

dangers of intellectual hubris and the misguided pursuit of worldly wisdom at 

the expense of spiritual understanding. 

Dante's portrayal of Ulysses' last voyage in Canto 26 serves as a 

powerful allegory that resonates beyond the confines of the narrative. Ulysses 

symbolizes the tragic consequences of human ambition divorced from moral 

and spiritual considerations, highlighting themes of divine justice, human 

frailty, and the complexities of human nature in the grand tapestry of the 

"Divine Comedy." 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

Explore the Theme of “Ulysses’ Last Voyage" by Dante. 

INTRODUCTION  

Dante Alighieri (1265-1321) was an Italian poet, philosopher, and 

scholar who is best known for his epic poem, the Divine Comedy (Divina 

Commedia in Italian). Dante was born in Florence, Italy, around 1265. He 

belonged to a prominent family but was also involved in the political turmoil of 

his time, which deeply influenced his writing. Dante Alighieri remains a central 

figure in Italian literature and Western literary tradition, celebrated for his 

profound insights into human nature, spirituality, and the complexities of 

existence. The Divine Comedy continues to inspire readers and scholars alike 

with its timeless themes and artistic brilliance. 

ULYSSES’ LAST VOYAGE 

Dante Alighieri's Divine Comedy is a monumental literary work that 

explores various themes through its intricate narrative and allegorical layers. 

One of the most profound themes is Ulysses' last voyage, depicted in Canto 

XXVI of the Inferno. This journey is emblematic of the human quest for 

knowledge, the dangers of overreaching ambition, and the moral 

consequences that accompany such pursuits. Dante's retelling of Ulysses' 

story not only reinterprets classical mythology but also offers a moral allegory 

reflective of medieval Christian values. 
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THE PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE 

In Dante‘s Inferno, Ulysses symbolizes the insatiable quest for 

knowledge and experience. Unlike Homer‘s Ulysses, who ultimately returns 

home, Dante‘s Ulysses embarks on a final voyage beyond the pillars of 

Hercules, representing the boundaries of the known world. This act of 

venturing into the unknown illustrates the human desire to transcend limits 

and seek new horizons. Dante‘s admiration for this quest reflects the 

burgeoning humanistic ideals of the Renaissance, where intellectual 

exploration and the expansion of human understanding were highly 

esteemed. 

 OVERREACHING AMBITION 

Dante's portrayal of Ulysses also serves as a cautionary tale about the 

dangers of hubris. Ulysses' decision to sail beyond the known world directly 

challenges divine boundaries. His eventual demise underscores the peril of 

unchecked ambition and the pursuit of knowledge without regard for moral 

and spiritual constraints. In the Christian doctrine of the Middle Ages, such 

overreaching ambition was often seen as defiance against God‘s will. By 

placing Ulysses in the Eighth Circle of Hell, reserved for fraudulent 

counselors, Dante underscores the ethical dimension of his pursuits, 

advocating for wisdom tempered with humility and respect for divine limits. 

MORAL AND SPIRITUAL ALLEGORY 

Ulysses in Dante's narrative transcends the role of a mere literary 

character, becoming a powerful moral allegory. His final voyage is a metaphor 

for the human condition, encapsulating the eternal struggle between 

aspiration and limitation. Ulysses' fate serves as a poignant reminder of the 

consequences of excessive pride and the relentless pursuit of knowledge for 

its own sake. His journey beyond the known world mirrors the spiritual journey 

of every individual, emphasizing that the quest for truth must be balanced by 

moral and ethical principles. 
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DANTE’S PERSONAL REFLECTION 

The theme of Ulysses' last voyage also reflects Dante's personal 

introspection regarding his intellectual and spiritual journey. As a poet and 

philosopher, Dante was deeply engaged in exploring human nature and the 

pursuit of knowledge. Ulysses' story can be seen as an expression of Dante's 

own anxieties about the limits of human understanding and the potential 

dangers of intellectual overreach. Through Ulysses, Dante grapples with the 

tension between noble aspirations and the peril of transcending moral 

boundaries. 

COURAGE AND DETERMINATION 

Ulysses and his comrades, despite their age and physical limitations 

("old and slow"), embark on a courageous journey into the unknown. They 

demonstrate resilience and determination as they sail through the 

Mediterranean, past familiar landmarks like the coast of Spain and Sardinia, 

towards Morocco and beyond. 

 NAVIGATIONAL CHALLENGES AND SYMBOLISM 

The poem highlights the challenges of navigation and the symbolism 

attached to geographical locations. For instance, the mention of the "narrow 

sound" where Hercules set markers signifies a pivotal point in their journey. It 

represents not just a physical barrier (likely the Strait of Gibraltar) but also a 

metaphorical boundary between the known and the unexplored. 

PHILOSOPHICAL REFLECTION ON EXPLORATION 

Ulysses' speech embodies a philosophical reflection on the nature of 

exploration and human curiosity. He urges his comrades to "test the sun's 

own motion" and explore "worlds beyond, unknown and peopleless." This 

reflects his belief in the human capacity for intellectual and spiritual growth 

through exploration and discovery. 

HUMANITY AND VIRTUE 

Ulysses' call for his comrades to remember their humanity and strive 

for virtue underscores his belief in the moral dimensions of their journey. He 

contrasts this with the idea of being "unconscious brutes," emphasizing the 

importance of conscious choice, moral integrity, and the pursuit of knowledge. 
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TEMPORAL AND EXISTENTIAL THEMES 

The poem also touches upon temporal themes, such as the fleeting 

nature of life ("our time awake is brief") and the existential quest for meaning 

and purpose. Ulysses acknowledges the mortality of the senses and 

encourages his comrades to make the most of their time by embracing 

exploration and intellectual pursuits. 

CONCLUSION 

Ulysses' last voyage in Inferno serves as a rich thematic exploration of 

the pursuit of knowledge, the consequences of overreaching ambition, and 

the moral implications of intellectual curiosity. Dante‘s retelling of this classical 

myth intertwines elements of humanism and medieval Christian doctrine, 

creating a complex moral allegory that remains relevant today. Through the 

character of Ulysses, Dante invites readers to reflect on their own pursuits 

and the ethical boundaries that should guide them, highlighting the timeless 

nature of these existential questions. 

 

SECTION 1.2: Johann Wolfgang von Goethe – 

The Violet / 

The Rose Bush on the Moor 

 

The Violet 

A violet in the meadow grew,      

Bowed to earth, and hid from view: 

It was a dear sweet violet. 

Along came a young shepherdess 

Free of heart, and light of step, 

Came by, came by, 

Singing, through the flowers. 

 

Oh! Thought the violet, were I, 
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If only for a little while, 

Nature‘s sweetest flower yet, 

Till my Beloved picked me, pressed 

Me fainting, dying to her breast! 

So I might lie, 

There, for but an hour! 

 

Alas! Alas! The girl went past: 

Unseen the violet in the grass, 

Was crushed, poor violet. 

It drooped and died, and yet it cried: 

‗And though I die, yet still I die 

By her, by her, 

By her feet passing by.‘ 

 

The Rose-Bush On The Moor 

A lad he saw a rose-bush growing,  

Rose-bush on the moor,  

Young and lovely as the morning, 

 Quick he ran to see it glowing,  

With delight he saw.  

Rose-bush, rose-bush, rose-bush red, 

 Rose-bush on the moor. 

 

Said the lad: I‘ll pick your bloom, 

 Rose-bush on the moor! Said the rose:  

‗Ah, I‘ll prick you, So you will remember true,  

I‘ll let you do no more.  

Rose-bush, rose-bush, rose-bush red, 

 Rose-bush on the moor. 

 

Then her bloom the cruel lad picked,  
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The rose-bush on the moor:  

To protect herself she pricked, 

 Cried, sighed, in vain, but quickly  

Could defend no more.  

Rose-bush, rose-bush, rose-bush red,  

Rose-bush on the moor. 

 

JOHANN WOLFGANG VON GOETHE  

 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe was a German writer, pictorial artist, 

biologist, theoretical physicist, and polymath. He is considered the supreme 

genius of modern German literature. His works span the fields of poetry, 

drama, prose, philosophy, and science. His Faust has been called one of the 

greatest dramatic works of modern European literature. His other well-known 

literary works include his numerous poems, the Bildungsroman Wilhelm 

Meister's Apprenticeship, and the epistolary novel The Sorrows of Young 

Werther. 

  Goethe was one of the key figures of German literature and the 

movement of Weimar Classicism in the late 18th and early 19th centuries; this 

movement coincides with Enlightenment, Sentimentalism (Empfindsamkeit), 

Sturm und Drang and Romanticism. The author of the scientific text Theory of 

Colours, his influential ideas on plant and animal morphology and homology 

were extended and developed by 19th century naturalists including Charles 
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Darwin. He also served at length as the Privy Councilor of the duchy of Saxe-

Weimar. 

 

SUMMARY 

Summary of "The Violet" by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Stanza 1: 

The poem opens with a description of a violet growing in a modest 

meadow. The violet is depicted as being small and lowly, yet it is content and 

happy in its natural environment. It enjoys its simple existence and takes pride 

in its beauty, despite its humble stature. 

Stanza 2: 

As the violet basks in its own beauty and fragrance, it becomes proud 

and self-assured. It sees itself as a significant presence in the meadow, 

exuding a sense of fulfillment and happiness. The violet believes it has 

everything it needs and desires in its natural setting. 

Stanza 3: 

The poem takes a turn when a young shepherdess passes by the 

meadow. She notices the violet and is immediately struck by its beauty. 

Captivated by the flower, the shepherdess decides to pluck it from the ground. 

She intends to adorn herself with the violet, possibly wearing it in her hair. 

Stanza 4: 

However, the poem shifts focus back to the violet's perspective. Now 

plucked from its home in the meadow, the violet's initial pride and contentment 

turn into lamentation and despair. The flower, once happy and fulfilled, now 

feels lost and abandoned. It mourns the loss of its freedom and natural 

surroundings. 

Stanza 5: 

The poem concludes with a reflection on the fleeting nature of beauty 

and happiness. It suggests that what seems delightful and desirable at first 

can lead to sorrow and loss when taken out of its original context. The violet's 

fate serves as a reminder of the transience of joy and the inevitability of 

change. 
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 The Violet" ("Das Veilchen") is a charming and poignant poem written 

by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe. In "The Violet," Goethe tells the story of a 

modest violet growing in a meadow. The violet, with its delicate beauty and 

sweet fragrance, feels proud and content with its place in the natural world. 

One day, a young shepherdess spots the violet and is captivated by its 

beauty. She plucks the violet from the ground, intending to wear it in her hair 

as an adornment. The violet, once proud and happy in its humble 

surroundings, now laments its fate as it is taken away from its natural habitat. 

Through the violet's perspective, Goethe explores themes of beauty, 

pride, and the fleeting nature of happiness. The poem contrasts the violet's 

initial sense of pride and fulfillment with its sudden loss of freedom and 

identity. It reflects on the transient nature of beauty and the inevitable 

changes that occur in life. 

Ultimately, "The Violet" by Goethe is a poignant meditation on the 

human condition, using the perspective of a humble flower to convey profound 

insights about pride, beauty, and the passage of time. 

Summary of "The Rose-Bush On The Moor" by Johann Wolfgang von 

Goethe 

"The Rose-Bush On The Moor" ("Die Heidenröslein") is a ballad by 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, depicting a narrative rich with themes of love, 

nature, and the passage of time.  

Stanza 1: 

The poem begins with a description of a beautiful rose bush growing on 

a desolate moor. Despite its surroundings, the rose bush thrives, adorned with 

vibrant red roses that symbolize love and passion. This setting introduces the 

central motif of contrast between the harsh moorland and the delicate beauty 

of the roses. 

Stanza 2: 

As the poem unfolds, a knight rides by the moor and spots the rose 

bush. He is captivated by its beauty and decides to pluck a rose from the 

bush. In doing so, he pricks his finger on a thorn, drawing blood. This moment 
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introduces a motif of duality: the beauty of the rose juxtaposed with the pain 

caused by its thorns. 

Stanza 3: 

Despite the pain, the knight remains enamored with the rose and views 

the injury as a badge of honor. He admires the rose for its beauty and fragility, 

seeing it as a metaphor for the fleeting nature of love and life itself. This 

stanza explores themes of love's allure and its potential for both joy and 

suffering. 

Stanza 4: 

The poem takes a melancholic turn as the knight reflects on the 

transience of beauty and the inevitability of death. He contemplates the 

fragility of the rose, which will wither and fade despite its current splendor. 

This stanza delves into existential themes, pondering the impermanence of 

earthly pleasures and the passage of time. 

Stanza 5: 

In the final stanza, the knight's reflections on mortality lead him to a 

somber realization. He recognizes that life, like the rose, is fleeting and 

subject to decay. Despite this realization, he finds solace in the beauty of the 

moment and embraces the ephemeral nature of existence. This conclusion 

underscores the poem's theme of embracing life's fleeting joys and accepting 

its inevitable end. 

"The Rose-Bush On The Moor" ("Die Heidenröslein") by Johann 

Wolfgang von Goethe is a poignant ballad that explores themes of love, 

beauty, and the transient nature of life. Here's a concise summary of the 

poem: 

The poem begins with a description of a solitary rose bush growing on 

a desolate moor. Despite its harsh surroundings, the rose bush is adorned 

with vibrant red roses, symbolizing love and passion. A passing knight is 

captivated by the beauty of the roses and decides to pluck one. In doing so, 

he pricks his finger on a thorn, drawing blood. Despite the pain, the knight 

admires the rose for its beauty and sees the injury as a badge of honor. He 

reflects on the fleeting nature of beauty and life itself, contemplating the 
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inevitable decay that awaits the rose. The poem concludes with the knight 

embracing the ephemeral nature of existence, finding solace in the beauty of 

the moment despite its transience. 

Glossary 

1. Violet: A small, delicate flower known for its purple-blue color and 

sweet fragrance. In the poem, it symbolizes beauty, fragility, and 

unrequited longing. 

2. Meadow: A piece of grassland, especially one used for hay. It serves 

as the natural habitat where the violet grows. 

3. Shepherdess: A female shepherd who tends to sheep. In the poem, 

she represents innocence and simplicity, contrasting with the violet's 

unfulfilled desire. 

4. Beloved: Refers to the shepherdess, the object of the violet's affection 

and longing. 

5. Fainting, dying to her breast: Metaphorical language describing the 

violet's desire to be picked by the shepherdess and held close to her 

heart, even if it means its own demise. 

6. Alas: An expression of sorrow or regret. 

7. Crushed: Physically and metaphorically describes the violet being 

trampled or destroyed by the passing shepherdess. 

8. Drooped and died: Indicates the violet's physical state after being 

crushed, emphasizing its fragility and mortality. 

9. Passing by: Refers to the shepherdess walking past the violet without 

noticing its presence or its feelings. 

10. Lad: A young man, often implying youth and innocence. 

11. Rose-bush: A bush that produces roses, symbolizing beauty, love, 

and passion in the poem. 

12. Moor: A tract of open, peaty, wasteland, often characterized by low-

growing vegetation and located in temperate regions. It serves as the 

setting where the rose bush grows. 

13. Glowing: Radiant with beauty or color. 
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14. Prick: To pierce or puncture with a sharp point, in this context referring 

to the thorns on the rose bush. 

15. Rose-bush red: Refers to the color of the roses on the bush, 

symbolizing passion and love. 

16. Cruel: In this context, describing the lad's actions of picking the rose 

despite the consequences to himself and the rose bush. 

17. Pricked: Refers to the action of the rose bush's thorns piercing the 

lad's skin when he picks the bloom. 

18. Defend: To protect oneself from harm or danger. 

19. Cried, sighed: Expressions of pain or distress from both the rose bush 

and possibly the lad after being pricked. 

Self-Assessment Questions                                                

 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. What does the violet desire in Johann Wolfgang von Goethe's poem 

"The Violet"? 

A) To be admired by all passersby 

B) To remain hidden and unnoticed 

C) To be picked by the young shepherdess 

D) To grow taller than the other flowers 

2. What happens to the violet in Johann Wolfgang von Goethe's poem 

"The Violet"? 

A) It grows taller than all the other flowers in the meadow 

B) It is admired by the young shepherdess 

C) It is crushed and dies 

D) It hides deeper in the meadow 

3. What emotion does the violet feel after the young shepherdess passes 

by in Johann Wolfgang von Goethe's poem "The Violet"? 

A) Joy  B) Sorrow 

C) Anger D) Indifference 

4. What does the violet symbolize in Johann Wolfgang von Goethe's 

poem "The Violet"? 
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A) Innocence and purity  B) Wisdom and strength 

C) Ambition and growth D) Sadness and regret 

5. What is the mood of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe's poem "The 

Violet"? 

A) Joyful and celebratory 

B) Melancholic and longing 

C) Angry and resentful 

D) Indifferent and detached 

 

6. What does the rose bush symbolize in Johann Wolfgang von Goethe's 

poem "The Rose-Bush On The Moor"? 

A) Youth and innocence B) Beauty and love 

C) Wisdom and strength D) Sadness and regret 

7. What is the primary setting of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe's poem 

"The Rose-Bush On The Moor"? 

A) A bustling city B) A peaceful garden 

C) A desolate moor D) A dense forest 

8. What does the lad experience when he picks a bloom from the rose 

bush in Goethe's poem "The Rose-Bush On The Moor"? 

A) Joy and admiration B) Sorrow and regret 

C) Fear and hesitation D) Surprise and confusion 

9. What is the significance of the thorns on the rose bush in Goethe's 

poem "The Rose-Bush On The Moor"? 

A) They symbolize protection and defense 

B) They represent the lad's fear of the unknown 

C) They depict the beauty of the roses 

D) They signify the cruelty of nature 

10. What does the poem "The Rose-Bush On The Moor" primarily explore? 

A) The beauty of nature 

B) The cruelty of human actions 

C) The passage of time 

D) The resilience of love 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Discuss the themes of longing and mortality in Johann Wolfgang von 

Goethe's poem "The Violet."  

In Johann Wolfgang von Goethe's poem "The Violet," the themes of 

longing and mortality are intricately woven into the narrative through the 

violet's perspective. The violet, a small and delicate flower, symbolizes beauty 

and fragility, but also embodies deep longing and unfulfilled desire. The poem 

portrays the violet's yearning to be noticed and picked by the young 

shepherdess, as it imagines being pressed to her breast and cherished. This 

longing reflects human desires for love and recognition, illustrating the 

universal theme of unrequited love and the poignant desire for intimacy. 

Additionally, the poem explores the theme of mortality through the 

violet's fate. Despite its beauty and longing, the violet meets a tragic end 

when it is crushed and dies unnoticed in the meadow. This outcome 

underscores the transient nature of life and beauty, highlighting the 

inevitability of mortality and the fleeting opportunities for fulfillment. 

Through the symbol of the violet, Goethe conveys these themes with 

emotional depth and poetic sensitivity. The violet's innocence and purity 

contrast with the harsh reality of its fate, evoking empathy from the reader and 

emphasizing the ephemeral nature of beauty and the inevitability of death. 

 

2. Discuss the significance of the violet's desire to be picked by the young 

shepherdess in Johann Wolfgang von Goethe's poem "The Violet." How 

does this desire reflect broader themes in the poem? 

The violet's desire to be picked by the young shepherdess in Goethe's 

poem "The Violet" serves as a poignant metaphor for human longing and 

unrequited love. The violet, symbolizing innocence and purity, yearns to be 

noticed and cherished by the shepherdess. This desire reflects the universal 

human longing for connection and intimacy, as well as the desire to be 

recognized and valued. It illustrates the vulnerability and fragility of beauty, as 

the violet hopes for a brief moment of affection before its inevitable fate. 
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Furthermore, this desire underscores the theme of fleeting opportunities 

and the transient nature of life. The violet's longing contrasts with its eventual 

fate of being crushed and dying unnoticed in the meadow, highlighting the 

poem's exploration of mortality and the inevitability of death. Ultimately, the 

violet's desire to be picked by the shepherdess encapsulates the poem's 

themes of beauty, longing, and the fragile nature of existence. 

3. Discuss the significance of the rose bush and its symbolism in Johann 

Wolfgang von Goethe's poem "The Rose-Bush On The Moor." How does 

Goethe use the rose bush to explore themes of beauty, desire, and 

consequence? 

The rose bush in Johann Wolfgang von Goethe's poem "The Rose-

Bush On The Moor" serves as a central symbol that encapsulates themes of 

beauty, desire, and consequence. Situated on a desolate moor, the rose bush 

stands out as a beacon of beauty amidst harsh and barren surroundings. Its 

vibrant red roses symbolize passion, vitality, and the allure of aesthetic 

pleasure. 

The lad in the poem is drawn to the rose bush's beauty and becomes 

eager to pick a bloom from it. His desire symbolizes human longing for beauty 

and the pursuit of gratification. However, the rose bush's thorns act as a 

natural defense mechanism, pricking the lad when he attempts to take a 

bloom. This action not only reflects the physical consequence of desire but 

also metaphorically underscores the complexities and challenges involved in 

attaining beauty and fulfillment. Furthermore, the poem explores the resilience 

of beauty represented by the rose bush. Despite its thorns and the lad's 

attempt to possess it, the rose bush continues to bloom and thrive. This 

resilience highlights the enduring power of beauty and its ability to withstand 

adversity. 

4. Compare and contrast the themes of nature and human emotions as 

portrayed in    

Goethe's poems "The Violet" and "The Rose Bush on the Moor." How do 

these themes reflect Goethe's Romantic ideals and aesthetic principles? 
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In Goethe's poems "The Violet" and "The Rose Bush on the Moor," 

nature and human emotions intertwine to reflect his Romantic ideals and 

aesthetic principles, albeit in different ways. 

"The Violet" portrays nature as a sanctuary and source of solace for 

the speaker. The violet, a humble and delicate flower, symbolizes simplicity 

and natural beauty. The poem explores themes of solitude, introspection, and 

the fleeting nature of life. The violet's presence in the poem evokes a sense of 

tranquility and connection with the natural world, reflecting Goethe's Romantic 

appreciation for the spiritual and emotional resonance found in nature. 

On the other hand, "The Rose Bush on the Moor" explores a more 

dynamic interaction between human emotions and the natural world. The rose 

bush, situated in a desolate moor, symbolizes resilience and beauty amidst 

adversity. The poem delves into themes of struggle, perseverance, and the 

transformative power of love. Unlike the solitary violet, the rose bush thrives in 

challenging conditions, illustrating Goethe's belief in the regenerative and 

nurturing qualities of nature. 

Both poems reflect Goethe's Romantic ideals by celebrating nature's 

beauty, its capacity to evoke deep emotions, and its role as a mirror for 

human experiences. Goethe emphasizes the interconnectedness of humanity 

and the natural world, portraying nature not merely as a backdrop but as a 

living entity that mirrors and enriches human emotions. 

"The Violet" and "The Rose Bush on the Moor" exemplify Goethe's 

Romantic exploration of nature and human emotions. While "The Violet" 

emphasizes solitude and introspection through the delicate beauty of a single 

flower, "The Rose Bush on the Moor" highlights resilience and transformation 

amidst adversity, depicting nature as a potent force that shapes and reflects 

human experiences. Together, these poems illustrate Goethe's profound 

appreciation for the beauty, complexity, and spiritual significance of the 

natural world in Romantic literature. 
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5. Discuss the themes of resilience and transformation in Johann 

Wolfgang von Goethe's poem "The Rose Bush on the Moor." How does 

Goethe use the rose bush as a symbol to convey these themes, and 

what insights does this offer into his Romantic ideals? 

 In Johann Wolfgang von Goethe's poem "The Rose Bush on the Moor," 

themes of resilience and transformation are central, explored through the 

symbolic representation of the rose bush in a desolate landscape. 

The poem portrays the rose bush as a symbol of perseverance and 

beauty amidst adversity. Situated in a barren moor, where harsh conditions 

prevail, the rose bush not only survives but thrives, defying the odds. Its ability 

to bloom and bear flowers symbolizes resilience in the face of hardship and 

the capacity for growth and renewal. This resilience is further underscored by 

the contrast between the bleak surroundings of the moor and the vibrant life of 

the rose bush, highlighting its transformative power to bring beauty and vitality 

to an otherwise desolate environment. 

Goethe uses the rose bush as a metaphor to convey deeper insights 

into his Romantic ideals. The poem emphasizes nature's ability to nurture and 

sustain life, even in challenging circumstances. The rose bush, with its thorns 

and blooms, represents the dualities inherent in life—struggle and growth, 

pain and beauty. This portrayal aligns with Goethe's belief in the regenerative 

and transformative qualities of nature, where adversity becomes a catalyst for 

personal and spiritual development. 

Furthermore, "The Rose Bush on the Moor" reflects Goethe's Romantic 

philosophy of finding meaning and inspiration in the natural world. The poem 

celebrates the inherent beauty of nature and its profound impact on human 

emotions and experiences. Through the symbolism of the rose bush, Goethe 

invites readers to contemplate the resilience of the human spirit and the 

enduring power of nature's beauty to heal and transform. 
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 "The Rose Bush on the Moor" exemplifies Goethe's exploration of 

resilience and transformation through the symbolic representation of the rose 

bush. The poem not only underscores the capacity of nature to inspire and 

uplift but also offers profound insights into Goethe's Romantic ideals of finding 

solace, renewal, and spiritual growth in the natural world's timeless beauty. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

Explore the Theme of “The Violet / The Rose-Bush On The Moor 

" by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

INTRODUCTION  

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe was a German writer, pictorial artist, 

biologist, theoretical physicist, and polymath. He is considered the supreme 

genius of modern German literature. His works span the fields of poetry, 

drama, prose, philosophy, and science. His Faust has been called one of the 

greatest dramatic works of modern European literature. His other well-known 

literary works include his numerous poems, the Bildungsroman Wilhelm 

Meister's Apprenticeship, and the epistolary novel The Sorrows of Young 

Werther. 

  Goethe was one of the key figures of German literature and the 

movement of Weimar Classicism in the late 18th and early 19th centuries; this 

movement coincides with Enlightenment, Sentimentalism (Empfindsamkeit), 

Sturm und Drang and Romanticism. The author of the scientific text Theory of 

Colours, his influential ideas on plant and animal morphology and homology 

were extended and developed by 19th century naturalists including Charles 

Darwin. He also served at length as the Privy Councilor of the duchy of Saxe-

Weimar. 

THE VIOLET / THE ROSE-BUSH ON THE MOOR  

―The Violet" ("Das Veilchen") is a charming and poignant poem written 

by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe. In "The Violet," Goethe tells the story of a 

modest violet growing in a meadow. The violet, with its delicate beauty and 

sweet fragrance, feels proud and content with its place in the natural world. 

"The Rose-Bush On The Moor" ("Die Heidenröslein") by Johann Wolfgang 
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von Goethe is a poignant ballad that explores themes of love, beauty, and the 

transient nature of life. 

LONGING FOR RECOGNITION 

The poem portrays the violet's deep longing to be noticed and 

cherished by the young shepherdess. This longing represents human desires 

for love, recognition, and intimacy. 

 FRAGILITY AND TRANSIENCE OF BEAUTY 

Through the violet's fate of being crushed and dying unnoticed, Goethe 

highlights the fleeting nature of beauty and life. The poem underscores 

mortality and the brief moments of fulfillment in existence. 

 SYMBOLISM OF INNOCENCE AND MODESTY 

The violet symbolizes innocence and modesty, growing humbly in the 

meadow. Its vulnerability and unrequited longing evoke empathy, contrasting 

with the indifferent passing of the shepherdess. 

THEMES OF UNREQUITED LOVE 

The poem explores the theme of unrequited love through the violet's 

yearning for affection. It reflects on the pain of longing for someone who does 

not reciprocate, emphasizing the poignancy of unfulfilled desire. 

NATURE'S VOICE AND HUMAN EMOTION 

Goethe uses the natural world, embodied by the violet, to express 

complex human emotions. The poem bridges the gap between the natural 

and emotional realms, highlighting the interconnectedness of nature and 

human experience. 

BEAUTY AMIDST ADVERSITY 

The poem portrays a vibrant rose bush thriving in the desolate moor. It 

symbolizes beauty's resilience and vitality, standing out as a stark contrast to 

its barren surroundings. 

DESIRE AND CONSEQUENCE 

The lad in the poem is captivated by the rose bush's beauty and 

desires to pick a bloom from it. However, the rose bush's thorns prick him, 

symbolizing the consequences of desire and the complexities of attaining 

beauty. 
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SYMBOLISM OF RESILIENCE AND DEFENSE 

The rose bush's thorns serve as a natural defense mechanism against 

being picked. This symbolism underscores the poem's exploration of 

resilience in the face of desire and the inherent protection of beauty. 

THEMES OF HUMAN LONGING 

"The Rose-Bush On The Moor" explores themes of human longing for 

beauty and the pursuit of aesthetic pleasure. The lad's desire to possess the 

rose bush's bloom reflects universal desires for gratification and fulfillment. 

 REFLECTIONS ON NATURE AND HUMANITY 

Goethe uses the natural setting of the moor and the vibrant imagery of 

the rose bush to reflect on the relationship between nature and humanity. The 

poem invites contemplation on the complexities of desire, the resilience of 

beauty, and the interplay between human actions and natural defenses. 

CONCLUSION 

"The Violet" by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe is a lyrical exploration of 

longing, beauty, and the transient nature of life. Through the violet's modest 

presence and unfulfilled desire for recognition, Goethe delves into universal 

themes of human longing, the fragility of beauty, and the inevitability of 

mortality. The poem's poignant imagery and symbolism resonate with readers, 

inviting reflection on the fleeting opportunities for connection and the profound 

impact of unrequited love. 

"The Rose-Bush On The Moor" by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe is a 

poetic exploration of beauty, desire, and resilience in the natural world. 

Through the vibrant imagery of the rose bush and its thorns, Goethe delves 

into universal themes of human longing, the consequences of desire, and the 

enduring resilience of beauty amidst challenges. The poem's symbolic 

richness invites readers to reflect on the complexities of human desires and 

the delicate balance between admiration and preservation of beauty in nature. 
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SECTION 1.3: Victor Hugo- Tomorrow at Dawn 

 

 

Tomorrow, at dawn, at the hour when the countryside whitens, 

I will set out.  You see, I know that you wait for me. 

I will go by the forest, I will go by the mountain. 

I can no longer remain far from you. 

 

I will walk with my eyes fixed on my thoughts, 

Seeing nothing of outdoors, hearing no noise 

Alone, unknown, my back curved, my hands crossed, 

Sorrowed, and the day for me will be as the night. 

 

I will not look at the gold of evening which falls, 

Nor the distant sails going down towards Harfleur, 

And when I arrive, I will place on your tomb 

A bouquet of green holly and of flowering heather. 

VICTOR HUGO 

Victor Hugo (1802-1885) was a towering figure in French literature and 

one of the most influential writers of the 19th century. Victor Hugo was born 

on February 26, 1802, in Besançon, France, into a prominent family. He 

demonstrated literary talent from a young age, winning a poetry contest at the 

age of 17 with his poem "Awakening." 
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In his early career, Hugo gained fame as a poet and novelist. His early works, 

such as "Hernani" (1830) and "The Hunchback of Notre-Dame" (1831), 

established him as a leading figure in French Romanticism. "The Hunchback 

of Notre-Dame" brought him international acclaim for its vivid portrayal of 

medieval Paris and its complex characters. 

Les Misérables (1862): This novel is perhaps Hugo‘s most famous 

work, a sprawling epic that follows the lives of several characters in early 

19th-century France. It explores themes of justice, love, redemption, and the 

struggle for social change. 

The Hunchback of Notre-Dame (1831): Set in Paris during the late Middle 

Ages, this novel tells the story of Quasimodo, the hunchbacked bell ringer of 

Notre-Dame Cathedral, and Esmeralda, a beautiful Romani dancer. It is a tale 

of love, fate, and societal injustice.Poetry: Hugo was a prolific poet and 

published numerous collections throughout his life. His poetry often focused 

on themes of nature, love, and the human condition. "Les Contemplations" 

(1856) and "La Légende des siècles" (1859) are among his notable poetry 

collections.Beyond his literary achievements, Hugo was a prominent political 

figure in France. He was a fervent supporter of republican ideals and became 

an outspoken critic of social injustice and tyranny. Hugo's political views and 

activism often found expression in his writings, advocating for causes such as 

freedom of speech, democracy, and abolitionism. Victor Hugo's legacy 

continues to resonate in literature and beyond. His works have been adapted 

into numerous films, plays, and musicals, including the highly acclaimed 

musical "Les Misérables." His advocacy for social justice and humanitarian 

causes has also left a lasting impact on political and cultural discourse. 

Victor Hugo's contributions to literature and social justice have 

solidified his place as one of the most influential writers and thinkers of the 

19th century. His ability to blend powerful storytelling with profound moral and 

political insights continues to captivate and inspire readers worldwide. 

SUMMARY 

‗Tomorrow, At Dawn‘ is a poem about intense grief as it follows the 

journey of a speaker on a visit to the grave of a loved one. Unfortunately, the 

https://poemanalysis.com/diction/speaker-in-poetry/
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poem was inspired by a terrible tragedy endured by Victor Hugo and his 

family. In the fall of 1843, his daughter and her husband drowned. The writer 

was blindsided by the event, and it became a fixation in his poetry for years 

afterward. 

This poem was written just four years after she passed and offers a 

glimpse into Hugo‘s struggle with such acute heartbreak and sorrow. Like 

many of his works, his exquisitely empathetic illustration of such painful and 

complex emotion is a lasting element of the beauty found in his writing. 

‗Tomorrow, At Dawn‘ is a short poem that presents poignantly one 

person‘s struggle with the death of a loved one. It opens with the speaker 

addressing the dead and explaining their intention to ―set out‖ for their burial 

site in the morning. Expressing morose desperation when they imagine 

themselves on their journey, intentionally ignorant of anything other than the 

pain of their grief. 

From the mundane to the beautiful, the speaker assures their dead 

loved one that they will not see or contemplate anything except their arrival at 

the tomb. Once there, they will place a ―bouquet of green holly and of 

flowering heather‖ upon the grave. A bittersweet symbol of both their still-

flowering love and memory of the dead. 

Structure and Form 

‗Tomorrow, At Dawn‘ is comprised of three quatrains with no 

fixed rhyme scheme or meter. The poem displays Hugo‘s use of caesura to 

create abrupt pauses throughout his verses, which helps the poet mimic 

the rhythms of speech and thought. 

Literary Devices 

‗Tomorrow, At Dawn‘ uses a number of literary devices, the most 

prominent of which is visual imagery: ―Tomorrow, at dawn, at the hour when 

the countryside whitens‖ (1); ―Alone, unknown, my back curved, my hands 

crossed,‖ (7). There are also examples of figurative language: metaphor, ―I 

will walk with my eyes fixed on my thoughts‖ (5), and simile, ―Sorrowed, and 

the day for me will be as the night‖ (8). 

Stanza One 

https://poemanalysis.com/genre/tragedy/
https://poemanalysis.com/literary-device/symbolism/
https://poemanalysis.com/poetic-form/quatrain/
https://poemanalysis.com/definition/rhyme-scheme/
https://poemanalysis.com/poetic-meter/meter/
https://poemanalysis.com/literary-device/caesura/
https://poemanalysis.com/definition/verse/
https://poemanalysis.com/poetic-meter/rhythm/
https://poemanalysis.com/literary-device/dialogue/
https://poemanalysis.com/figurative-language/imagery/
https://poemanalysis.com/definition/figurative-language/
https://poemanalysis.com/figurative-language/metaphor/
https://poemanalysis.com/figurative-language/simile/
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The first stanza of ‗Tomorrow, At Dawn‘ opens with a declaration of 

intention. The speaker intends to leave their home at first light the next 

morning to visit someone. Although it‘s not yet clear at this point in the poem, 

the person the speaker is visiting has passed away. 

Yet they address them as if they were still alive, a sign that they are still 

processing the immense grief of such a loss and unable to accept the finality 

of the death. The last line also implies that the speaker has not visited the 

grave in some time — possibly because of their own anguish — but now they 

find themselves overcome by necessity and desperation. 

Stanza Two 

The second stanza of ‗Tomorrow, At Dawn‘ sees the speaker imagining 

their journey to the grave. Describing a particular and peculiar desire to ignore 

everything around them. They tell their dead loved one that they will keep 

their ―eyes fixed on my thoughts‖ (5) and not the landscape. ―Seeing nothing 

of outdoors, hearing no noise‖ (6), the speaker reveals the immense weight of 

the grief they‘re carrying. 

Whether it‘s so potent that it inhibits focus on much else or an 

expression of the hallowed severity of the speaker‘s journey (like a pilgrim 

visiting the tomb of a revered saint), their intense meditation on their sorrow is 

formidable. Then there‘s the image of them moving silently ―alone, unknown, 

my back curved‖ (7), which gravely illustrates the all-consuming nature of their 

mourning. 

Stanza Three 

The last stanza of ‗Tomorrow, At Dawn‘ describes the speaker‘s arrival 

at the tomb of their loved one. The first two lines reiterate their commitment to 

not view any beautiful spectacle on their journey. The tenderly anticlimactic 

ending of the poem underscores the quiet devastation and love that 

comprises the speaker‘s grief. 

On their way to the grave, they ignored all the splendor of the natural world 

around them. Yet their placement of a bouquet of ―green holly and of flowering 

heather‖ (12) serves as a reminder that just as much love lies behind their 

sorrow — no doubt fueled by the still lingering memories of their loved one. 

https://poemanalysis.com/literary-device/stanza/


CDOE - ODL B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER IV  

 

36 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

Glossary 

1. Dawn: The early morning hours before sunrise, symbolizing a new 

beginning or the start of a journey. 

2. Countryside whitens: Refers to the lightening of the sky as daylight 

approaches, indicating the onset of morning. 

3. Forest: Represents a path or journey, often symbolizing obstacles or 

challenges. 

4. Mountain: Symbolizes a difficult or arduous journey, suggesting 

determination and effort. 

5. Alone, unknown: Emphasizes solitude and isolation, possibly 

reflecting inner turmoil or emotional distance. 

6. Sorrowed: Indicates sadness or grief, suggesting a heavy heart or 

emotional burden. 

7. Gold of evening: Refers to the warm, glowing light of sunset, 

contrasting with the melancholy of the journey. 

8. Distant sails going down towards Harfleur: Imagery of ships sailing 

away, possibly symbolizing departure or loss. 

9. Tomb: A grave or burial place, representing finality or death. 

10. Bouquet of green holly and flowering heather: Symbolizes 

remembrance and mourning, offering natural elements as a tribute. 

Self-Assessment Questions                                                

 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. What does the speaker plan to do in Victor Hugo's poem "Tomorrow, at 

Dawn"? 

A) Watch the sunrise from a mountain peak 

B) Visit a distant town 

C) Take a solitary journey to a grave 

D) Travel through a forest 

2. What does the speaker intend to do when he arrives at his destination 

in Victor Hugo's poem "Tomorrow, at Dawn"? 
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A) Admire the sunset B) Place flowers on a tomb 

C) Listen to distant sails D) Climb a mountain 

3. What does the speaker of the poem "Tomorrow, at Dawn" by Victor 

Hugo plan to avoid during his journey? 

A) The sound of distant sails B) Looking at the gold of 

evening 

C) Walking through the forest D) Arriving at Harfleur 

4. What emotion does the speaker convey through the phrase "Alone, 

unknown, my back curved, my hands crossed" in Victor Hugo's poem 

"Tomorrow, at Dawn"? 

A) Happiness B) Sorrow 

C) Excitement D) Confidence 

5. What does the speaker emphasize about the time of day in Victor 

Hugo's poem "Tomorrow, at Dawn"? 

A) Midnight B) Sunset 

C) Dawn D) Noon 

6. In Victor Hugo's poem "Tomorrow at Dawn," what does the speaker 

anticipate at dawn? 

A) Meeting a loved one 

B) Confronting a rival 

C) Reflecting on past mistakes 

D) Finding inner peace 

7. In "Tomorrow at Dawn" by Victor Hugo, the speaker's tone can be best 

described as: 

A) Hopeful and anticipatory 

B) Melancholic and regretful 

C) Angry and vengeful 

D) Joyful and celebratory 

8. What natural phenomenon does Victor Hugo use as a metaphor in 

"Tomorrow at Dawn"? 

A) Thunderstorm 

B) Sunrise 
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C) Snowfall 

D) Earthquake 

9.  The central emotion expressed by the speaker in "Tomorrow at Dawn" 

is primarily one of: 

A) Sadness 

B) Joy 

C) Longing 

D) Anger 

10.  What is the speaker eagerly awaiting in "Tomorrow at Dawn"? 

A) The start of a new day 

B) Reunion with a loved one 

C) Resolution of a conflict 

D) Achievement of a goal 

 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What is the meaning of Demain des L Aube? 

Tomorrow at dawn 

Demain dès l'aube (English: Tomorrow at dawn) is one of French writer 

Victor Hugo's most famous poems. It was published in his 1856 collection Les 

Contemplations. It consists of three quatrains of rhyming alexandrines. The 

poem describes a visit to his daughter Léopoldine Hugo's grave four years 

after her death 

2. What is the poem "Tomorrow at Dawn" about? 

Tomorrow, At Dawn is a poem by Victor Hugo that can relate to many 

authors who write poetry that is related to mourning or the emotions 

associated with the loss of something valuable. The poem is about Victor's 

late daughter Leopoldine who drowned in February of 1843. 

3. What does the dawn symbolize in the poem? 

The dawn in the poem symbolizes a new beginning, hope, and 

optimism. It is a reminder that no matter how dark the night may be, there will 

always be a new day with fresh possibilities. 
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4. Discuss the significance of nature and sensory imagery in Victor Hugo's 

poem "Tomorrow at Dawn." How do these elements contribute to the 

poem's exploration of anticipation and emotional longing? 

Victor Hugo's poem "Tomorrow at Dawn" vividly utilizes nature and 

sensory imagery to evoke a profound sense of anticipation and emotional 

longing in the speaker. Nature, portrayed through sensory details, becomes a 

powerful vehicle through which the speaker's emotions are expressed and 

amplified. Hugo employs imagery of the natural world to create a sensory 

experience for the reader. The poem opens with the anticipation of dawn, with 

lines like "Tomorrow, at dawn, at the hour when the countryside whitens," 

immediately setting a scene where nature plays a central role in the unfolding 

emotions of the speaker. The mention of the countryside whitening suggests a 

visual transformation that accompanies the approaching dawn, enhancing the 

reader's sense of anticipation. 

Additionally, sensory details such as the morning breeze and the 

awakening of birds contribute to the atmospheric quality of the poem. The 

gentle breeze and the sounds of birds stirring evoke a sense of tranquility and 

anticipation, resonating with the speaker's emotional state as they await a 

significant event or reunion.Moreover, nature in the poem serves as a 

reflection of the speaker's internal world. The changing landscape and the 

cycle of daybreak symbolize renewal and hope, contrasting with the darkness 

of night that precedes it. This juxtaposition underscores the emotional journey 

of the speaker, who navigates feelings of longing and anticipation as they 

await the dawn. 

 

5. Discuss the themes and emotions conveyed in Victor Hugo's poem 

"Tomorrow, at Dawn." Support your answer with examples from the 

poem. 

Victor Hugo's poem "Tomorrow, at Dawn" explores themes of love, loss, 

and mourning through vivid imagery and introspective narration. The speaker 

embarks on a solitary journey at dawn to visit a loved one's tomb, expressing 

deep emotional turmoil and longing throughout the poem. 
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Firstly, the theme of mourning is prominent as the speaker describes 

setting out "at the hour when the countryside whitens" to visit the tomb. This 

early morning setting symbolizes a solemn pilgrimage, underscoring the 

speaker's profound grief and sense of loss. The line "Alone, unknown, my 

back curved, my hands crossed" conveys the speaker's solitude and sorrow, 

highlighting the emotional weight of the journey. 

Secondly, longing permeates the poem as the speaker expresses a keen 

desire to be near the loved one. The repetition of "I know that you wait for me" 

emphasizes the speaker's connection and yearning for the deceased, 

suggesting an unresolved emotional attachment that transcends death. This 

longing is further portrayed through the speaker's focused determination to 

reach the tomb, despite the emotional hardship depicted in lines such as "the 

day for me will be as the night." 

Furthermore, nature plays a significant role in the poem's imagery, 

contributing to its emotive impact. The contrast between the natural world 

awakening at dawn and the speaker's internal sorrow adds depth to the 

thematic exploration. For instance, the speaker's decision to avoid looking at 

the "gold of evening" or the "distant sails going down towards Harfleur" 

underscores his single-minded focus on the task at hand, accentuating his 

emotional turmoil. 

Tomorrow, at Dawn" by Victor Hugo delves into themes of mourning, 

longing, and emotional turmoil through evocative imagery and introspective 

narration. The poem's exploration of grief and the journey to honor and 

remember a loved one resonates with universal emotions, inviting readers to 

contemplate the profound impact of loss and the enduring nature of love. 

 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

Explore the Theme of “Tomorrow at Dawn" by Victor Hugo. 

INTRODUCTION  

Victor Hugo (1802-1885) was a towering figure in French literature and 

one of the most influential writers of the 19th century. Victor Hugo was born 

on February 26, 1802, in Besançon, France, into a prominent family. He 
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demonstrated literary talent from a young age, winning a poetry contest at the 

age of 17 with his poem "Awakening."In his early career, Hugo gained fame 

as a poet and novelist. His early works, such as "Hernani" (1830) and "The 

Hunchback of Notre-Dame" (1831), established him as a leading figure in 

French Romanticism. "The Hunchback of Notre-Dame" brought him 

international acclaim for its vivid portrayal of medieval Paris and its complex 

characters. 

Hugo was a prolific poet and published numerous collections 

throughout his life. His poetry often focused on themes of nature, love, and 

the human condition. "Les Contemplations" (1856) and "La Légende des 

siècles" (1859) are among his notable poetry collections. Victor Hugo's 

contributions to literature and social justice have solidified his place as one of 

the most influential writers and thinkers of the 19th century. His ability to blend 

powerful storytelling with profound moral and political insights continues to 

captivate and inspire readers worldwide. 

TOMORROW AT DAWN 

‗Tomorrow, At Dawn‘ is a poem about intense grief as it follows the 

journey of a speaker on a visit to the grave of a loved one. Unfortunately, the 

poem was inspired by a terrible tragedy endured by Victor Hugo and his 

family. In the fall of 1843, his daughter and her husband drowned. The writer 

was blindsided by the event, and it became a fixation in his poetry for years 

afterward. 

This poem was written just four years after she passed and offers a 

glimpse into Hugo‘s struggle with such acute heartbreak and sorrow. Like 

many of his works, his exquisitely empathetic illustration of such painful and 

complex emotion is a lasting element of the beauty found in his writing. 

 

GRIEF AND LOSS 

The poem explores profound grief and loss as the speaker embarks on 

a journey to visit a loved one's tomb at dawn. The emphasis on solitude and 

sorrowful introspection reflects the emotional weight of mourning. 

 

https://poemanalysis.com/diction/speaker-in-poetry/
https://poemanalysis.com/genre/tragedy/
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 LONGING AND REMEMBRANCE 

There is a strong theme of longing and remembrance throughout the 

poem. The speaker expresses a deep longing to be near the departed, 

believing they await him. The act of placing a bouquet on the tomb symbolizes 

a heartfelt tribute and a continuation of connection beyond death. 

SOLITUDE AND INTROSPECTION 

Solitude is a central theme as the speaker walks alone, absorbed in his 

thoughts and emotions. This solitude intensifies the introspective nature of the 

journey, allowing the speaker to confront his feelings of grief and reflect on the 

significance of memory and love. 

NATURE AND SYMBOLISM 

Nature serves as a powerful backdrop and symbol in the poem. Dawn 

symbolizes a new beginning and transition, while natural elements like the 

"countryside whitening" and the "gold of evening" evoke the passage of time 

and the cyclical nature of life. 

RITUAL AND REVERENCE 

The poem explores themes of ritual and reverence through the 

speaker's ritualistic journey to honor the departed. The solemnity of the 

pilgrimage and the act of placing flowers on the tomb underscore the 

speaker's respect and devotion to the memory of the loved one. 

ETERNAL CONNECTION 

The theme of an eternal connection between the speaker and the 

departed loved one permeates the poem. Despite physical separation, the 

speaker believes in a spiritual and emotional bond that transcends death, 

emphasizing the enduring power of love and memory. 

CONCLUSION 

"Tomorrow at Dawn" by Victor Hugo concludes with a poignant blend 

of sorrow, reverence, and hope. The poem invites readers to contemplate the 

universal experience of mourning and the enduring power of love and 

memory. It leaves a lasting impression of the speaker's emotional journey and 

his steadfast commitment to honor and remember the beloved, even in death. 
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SECTION 1.4: Khail Gibran- Your Children are 

not  

your Children 

 

     

KHAIL GIBRAN 

Kahlil Gibran, a Lebanese-American writer, poet, and philosopher, is 

renowned for his profound and spiritual writings that explore themes of love, 

freedom, and the human condition. Kahlil Gibran was born on January 6, 

1883, in the town of Bsharri, in modern-day Lebanon, then part of Ottoman 

Syria. He was born into a Maronite Christian family and spent his early years 

in poverty. His father was a tax collector who faced financial difficulties, 

leading the family to immigrate to the United States in 1895 when Gibran was 

twelve years old. In the United States, Gibran attended school in Boston and 

showed early artistic talent. He studied art at the Académie Julian in Paris and 

later settled in New York City, where he began his literary career. He wrote 

primarily in Arabic and English, blending Eastern mysticism with Western 

literature and philosophy. 

"The Prophet" (1923): Gibran's most famous work, "The Prophet," is a 

collection of poetic essays. It explores topics such as love, marriage, children, 

work, and sorrow through the wisdom of a prophet named Almustafa. The 
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book became immensely popular in the 1960s and continues to inspire 

readers worldwide. "Sand and Foam" (1926): This collection of aphorisms 

and poetic reflections further explores Gibran's philosophical and spiritual 

insights. It delves into themes of life, death, nature, and the human soul. "The 

Broken Wings" (1912): A novella exploring themes of love, sacrifice, and the 

constraints of societal expectations. It tells the tragic love story of a young 

man and a woman in Beirut. Kahlil Gibran's works continue to be widely read 

and cherished for their lyrical beauty, philosophical depth, and spiritual 

wisdom. His writings have inspired generations of readers, artists, and 

thinkers around the world, making him one of the most beloved and influential 

poets of the 20th century. 

 

SUMMARY 

Kahlil Gibran's poem "On Children" beautifully articulates his 

philosophy on parenting, emphasizing respect for children's individuality, the 

fleeting nature of parental influence, and the importance of nurturing children's 

inherent potential as they journey into the future. 

Stanza 1:  Your children are not your children.  

They are the sons and daughters of Life's longing for itself." 

Gibran begins by asserting that children do not belong to their parents. 

Instead, they are individuals born from the essence of life itself, with their own 

purposes and destinies. 

Stanza 2:  "They come through you but not from you,   

  And though they are with you yet they belong not to you." 

He continues by explaining that while children come into existence 

through their parents, they are not possessions. Despite being in their care, 

children belong to life and the future, not solely to their parents. 

Stanza 3:  "You may give them your love but not your thoughts, 

  For they have their own thoughts." 

Gibran advises parents not to impose their own beliefs and thoughts 

onto their children. Instead, parents should offer love and support while 

respecting the independent thinking and perspectives of their children. 
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Stanza 4:  "You may house their bodies but not their souls,   

     For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, 

             which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams." 

Here, he emphasizes the ephemeral nature of parental influence. While 

parents provide physical shelter, they cannot control or fully understand the 

spiritual and emotional journey of their children's souls, which belong to the 

future. 

Stanza 5:  "You may strive to be like them, 

but seek not to make them like you. 

For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday." 

Gibran encourages parents to learn from their children's innocence, 

curiosity, and openness to life. However, he warns against trying to mold 

children into replicas of themselves, as each generation must forge its own 

path forward. 

Stanza 6: "You are the bows from which your children as living 

       arrows are sent forth." 

He concludes by likening parents to bows that launch their children into 

the world like arrows. Parents provide the initial direction and momentum, but 

ultimately, children must chart their own course in life. 

Kahlil Gibran's reflections on children, as expressed in his poem "On 

Children" from "The Prophet," encapsulate profound insights into the nature of 

parenthood and the relationship between parents and their offspring. Gibran 

emphasizes that children are not possessions of their parents but individuals 

with their own destinies. He asserts that children come through their parents 

but belong to life itself, and parents should recognize and respect their 

children's individuality.While parents have a responsibility to provide guidance 

and love, Gibran advises against imposing their own beliefs and expectations 

onto their children. He encourages parents to support their children's growth 

and development while allowing them the freedom to explore their own 

thoughts and paths. 

Gibran metaphorically describes children's souls as dwelling in the "house 

of tomorrow," beyond the reach of parental influence. He urges parents to 
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acknowledge the spiritual and emotional autonomy of their children, 

recognizing that their souls are on their own journey of discovery.The poet 

suggests that parents can learn from the innocence, curiosity, and unbounded 

potential of their children. He advises against trying to mold children into 

replicas of themselves but rather appreciating and nurturing the unique 

qualities and perspectives that each child brings.Gibran uses the metaphor of 

parents as bows from which children are launched like arrows into the future. 

This symbolizes the role of parents in providing direction and support for their 

children's journey in life, while ultimately allowing them the autonomy to chart 

their own course. 

Glossary 

1. Children: Offspring; young individuals who are in the process of 

growth and development. 

2. Sons and daughters of life's longing for itself: Children are 

embodiments of the universal desire for life to perpetuate and continue. 

3. They come through you but not from you: Children are born to 

parents but are independent beings with their own destinies and 

identities. 

4. They belong not to you: Children are not possessions of their 

parents; they belong to life and their own futures. 

5. Love: Deep affection and care for another person; Gibran emphasizes 

the importance of unconditional love in parenting. 

6. Thoughts: Ideas, beliefs, and perspectives; Gibran advises parents 

not to impose their thoughts onto their children but to allow them to 

develop their own.  

7. Souls: The spiritual or immaterial essence of a person; Gibran 

metaphorically describes children's souls as residing in the future, 

beyond the reach of present influence. 

8. House their bodies: Provide physical shelter and care for their 

physical needs. 
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9. House of tomorrow: Symbolizes the future and the potential that 

children hold; Gibran highlights that parents cannot control or predict 

their children's future. 

10. Strive to be like them: Parents can learn from the innocence, 

curiosity, and openness of children. 

11. Life goes not backward, nor tarries with yesterday: Emphasizes the 

forward movement of life; parents should not try to recreate the past 

through their children. 

12. Bows and arrows: Metaphor for parents and children; parents are 

likened to bows that launch their children (arrows) into the future. 

13. Archer: Represents the guiding force of life or destiny; bends the bow 

(parents) with care and strength to propel the arrows (children) forward. 

14. Gladness: Happiness and joy; parents should take joy in nurturing and 

supporting their children's journey. 

15. Stable: Firm and unwavering; describes the role of parents in providing 

a stable foundation for their children's growth and development. 

 

Self-Assessment Questions                                                

 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. According to Kahlil Gibran, children are: 

A. Possessions of their parents 

B. Sons and daughters of life's longing for itself 

C. Extensions of their parents' thoughts 

D. Bound by their parents' expectations 

2. Gibran advises parents to give their children: 

A. Their thoughts and beliefs 

B. Freedom to develop their own thoughts 

C. Strict discipline and control 

D. Material possessions 
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3. According to Gibran, parents should strive to: 

A. Shape their children into their own likeness 

B. Control every aspect of their children's lives 

C. Learn from their children's innocence and curiosity 

D. Ensure their children follow their predetermined path 

4. What does Gibran metaphorically describe parents as in relation to 

their  children? 

A. Walls B. Chains 

C. Bows D. Hammers 

5. The "house of tomorrow" refers to: 

A. The past B. The present 

C. The future D. A dream 

6.  According to Kahlil Gibran in "On Children," parents should view their 

children as: 

A. Extensions of themselves 

B. Reflections of their own successes 

C. Arrows sent forth by life 

D. Mere recipients of parental wisdom 

7. What metaphor does Kahlil Gibran use to describe parents' role in "On 

Children"? 

A. Gardeners nurturing young plants 

B.Artists sculpting a masterpiece 

C.Captains guiding ships 

D. Generals leading armies 

8. The tone of Kahlil Gibran's poem "On Children" can be described as: 

A. Authoritative and directive 

B. Nostalgic and regretful 

C. Inspirational and philosophical 

D.Joyful and celebratory 

9. According to Kahlil Gibran in "On Children," parents should: 

A.Shape their children into a reflection of themselves. 

B. Allow their children to follow their own paths. 
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C. Control every aspect of their children's lives. 

D. Ensure their children achieve predetermined goals. 

10. What central theme does Kahlil Gibran explore in "On Children"? 

A.The inevitability of parental disappointment. 

B.The importance of strict discipline in parenting. 

C. The independence and individuality of children. 

D. The need for children to conform to societal norms. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What is the message of the poem "On Children"? 

The poem encourages parents to let go of their need to control their 

children's lives. The lines "You may strive to be like them, but seek not to 

make them like you" advise parents not to impose their own desires and 

expectations on their children but to allow them to become their authentic 

selves. 

2. What can be given to the children by their parents according to Kahlil 

Gibran? 

You may give them your love but not your thoughts, For they have their 

own thoughts. You may house their bodies but not their souls, For thir souls 

dwell in the house of tomorrow, which you cannot visit, not even in your 

dreams. 

3. What are the views of the speaker On Children in the poem "On 

Children"? 

They are the sons and daughters of Life's longing for itself They come 

through you but not from you, And though they are with you, yet they belong 

not to you. They have their own thoughts. The speaker wants to make the 

parents aware that a child is a gift from the abundance of existence and it is 

eternal life itself.  

4. Discuss how Kahlil Gibran uses metaphors and imagery in his poem 

"On Children" to convey his philosophical views on parenthood and the 

relationship between parents and children. 

Kahlil Gibran's poem "On Children" is a profound exploration of 

parental love, autonomy, and the dynamic relationship between parents and 
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their offspring. Through the use of metaphors and imagery, Gibran conveys 

his philosophical views on parenthood and the distinct identities of children. 

One of the central metaphors in the poem is the comparison of children 

to arrows and parents to bows. Gibran writes, "Your children are not your 

children. / They are the sons and daughters of Life's longing for itself. / They 

come through you but not from you, / And though they are with you yet they 

belong not to you." This metaphorical imagery suggests that while parents 

play a significant role in guiding and nurturing their children, each child has 

their own unique trajectory and destiny to fulfill, separate from their parents' 

desires or expectations.  

Gibran employs vivid imagery to emphasize the transient nature of 

parental influence and the independence of children. He describes children as 

"living arrows" who "go forth" and "fly beyond the archer's grasp." This 

imagery evokes a sense of movement and progression, highlighting the 

inevitability of children growing up and forging their own paths in life.  

Gibran uses sensory imagery throughout the poem to evoke emotional 

depth and intimacy. He speaks of parents as "life's longing for itself," implying 

a deep spiritual connection between parents and children rooted in the 

essence of life itself. This imagery underscores the profound bond between 

parent and child while also acknowledging the inherent separateness and 

autonomy of each individual. 

5. How does Kahlil Gibran use the concept of time in "On Children" to 

underscore the theme of children's independence and autonomy? 

In "On Children," Kahlil Gibran uses the concept of time to underscore 

the theme that children possess their own destinies and must be allowed to 

grow independently of their parents' influence. Gibran writes, "They come 

through you but not from you, / And though they are with you yet they belong 

not to you." This passage suggests that while children are born of their 

parents, they are ultimately separate entities who will grow and evolve over 

time according to their own inner truths and life's unfolding. 

Gibran employs temporal language such as "tomorrow" and "the future" 

to evoke a sense of the passage of time and the inevitability of children's 
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growth and development. He writes, "You may give them your love but not 

your thoughts, / For they have their own thoughts." This language emphasizes 

that parents should nurture their children's independence and respect their 

unique perspectives and aspirations as they mature over time. 

By using the concept of time in "On Children," Gibran highlights the 

transient nature of parental influence and the importance of allowing children 

the freedom to discover and shape their own identities. The poem thus 

encourages parents to embrace the evolving nature of their children's lives 

and to support them in becoming autonomous individuals who chart their own 

courses in life. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

Explore the Theme of “Your Children are not Your Children" by 

Khalil Gibran. 

INTRODUCTION  

Kahlil Gibran, a Lebanese-American writer, poet, and philosopher, is 

renowned for his profound and spiritual writings that explore themes of love, 

freedom, and the human condition. Kahlil Gibran was born on January 6, 

1883, in the town of Bsharri, in modern-day Lebanon, then part of Ottoman 

Syria. He was born into a Maronite Christian family and spent his early years 

in poverty. His father was a tax collector who faced financial difficulties, 

leading the family to immigrate to the United States in 1895 when Gibran was 

twelve years old. In the United States, Gibran attended school in Boston and 

showed early artistic talent. He studied art at the Académie Julian in Paris and 

later settled in New York City, where he began his literary career. He wrote 

primarily in Arabic and English, blending Eastern mysticism with Western 

literature and philosophy. 

 "The Prophet" (1923): Gibran's most famous work, "The Prophet," is 

a collection of poetic essays. It explores topics such as love, marriage, 

children, work, and sorrow through the wisdom of a prophet named 

Almustafa. The book became immensely popular in the 1960s and continues 

to inspire readers worldwide. Kahlil Gibran's works continue to be widely read 

and cherished for their lyrical beauty, philosophical depth, and spiritual 
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wisdom. His writings have inspired generations of readers, artists, and 

thinkers around the world, making him one of the most beloved and influential 

poets of the 20th century. 

YOUR CHILDREN ARE NOT YOUR CHILDREN  

The poem encourages parents to let go of their need to control their 

children's lives. The lines "You may strive to be like them, but seek not to 

make them like you" advise parents not to impose their own desires and 

expectations on their children but to allow them to become their authentic 

selves. 

The three themes in the poem "On Children" by Kahlil Gibran are love 

and parenthood, independence and freedom, and nurturing and growth. 

Gibran's love for children and his theory that the parents are the children's 

bows from which they are the living arrows is the central theme of the poem 

PARENTAL LOVE AND OWNERSHIP 

The poem challenges the conventional notion that parents have 

ownership or control over their children. Gibran suggests that children are not 

possessions but rather individuals with their own destinies and paths to follow. 

The line "Your children are not your children" directly addresses this theme, 

emphasizing that parents are custodians of their children's lives rather than 

masters. 

ROLE OF PARENTS AS GUIDES 

Gibran emphasizes the role of parents as guides and facilitators in their 

children's lives. Rather than imposing their will or desires onto their children, 

parents should support and nurture their development. The poem encourages 

parents to provide a loving and supportive environment that allows children to 

grow and discover their own identities. 

INDIVIDUALITY AND FREEDOM 

The theme of individuality is central to Gibran's poem. He highlights 

that each child is born with unique qualities, talents, and purposes. Parents 

should respect and celebrate this individuality, allowing children the freedom 

to explore and express themselves authentically. The line "They come 
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through you but not from you" underscores the idea that children are 

independent beings who belong to themselves. 

 TRUST AND LETTING GO 

Gibran advocates for trust and letting go as essential components of 

parenting. Parents should trust in their children's inherent wisdom and 

capabilities to navigate their own journeys. This requires letting go of control 

and allowing children to make their own choices, learn from their experiences, 

and ultimately shape their own futures. 

UNCONDITIONAL LOVE 

Despite advocating for non-interference and respecting children's 

autonomy, Gibran emphasizes the importance of unconditional love. The 

poem suggests that true love is unconditional and transcends boundaries of 

possession or control. Parents should love their children deeply, supporting 

them with affection, understanding, and encouragement throughout their lives. 

CONCLUSION 

"On Children" by Khalil Gibran eloquently explores themes of parental 

love, children's autonomy, and the transformative power of unconditional love. 

It encourages a profound shift in perspective, urging parents to embrace their 

role as guides rather than possessors, and to cherish the uniqueness and 

individuality of each child. 

 

SECTION 2.1: Pablo Neruda- If You Forget Me 

 

I want you to know 

one thing. 

 

You know how this is: 

if I look 

at the crystal moon, at the red branch 

of the slow autumn at my window, 

if I touch 

near the fire 
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the impalpable ash 

or the wrinkled body of the log, 

everything carries me to you, 

as if everything that exists, 

aromas, light, metals, 

were little boats 

that sail 

toward those isles of yours that wait for me. 

 

Well, now, 

if little by little you stop loving me 

I shall stop loving you little by little. 

 

If suddenly 

you forget me 

do not look for me, 

for I shall already have forgotten you. 

 

If you think it long and mad, 

the wind of banners 

that passes through my life, 

and you decide 

to leave me at the shore 

of the heart where I have roots, 

remember 

that on that day, 

at that hour, 

I shall lift my arms 

and my roots will set off 

to seek another land. 
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But 

if each day, 

each hour, 

you feel that you are destined for me 

with implacable sweetness, 

if each day a flower 

climbs up to your lips to seek me, 

ah my love, ah my own, 

in me all that fire is repeated, 

in me nothing is extinguished or forgotten, 

my love feeds on your love, beloved, 

and as long as you live it will be in your arms 

without leaving mine. 

 

PABLO NERUDA  

Pablo Neruda, whose real name was Ricardo Eliécer Neftalí Reyes 

Basoalto, was a Chilean poet and diplomat, considered one of the greatest 

literary figures of the 20th century. Neruda was born on July 12, 1904, in 

Parral, Chile. He started writing poetry at a young age, influenced by his 

father who was a railroad worker and his mother who was a schoolteacher. 

He adopted the pseudonym Pablo Neruda in honor of the Czech poet Jan 
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Neruda .Neruda's early poetry collection "Twenty Love Poems and a Song of 

Despair" (1924) brought him international fame while he was still in his 

twenties. These poems are known for their passionate and sensual imagery. 

Throughout his career, Neruda wrote prolifically across a wide range of 

themes, including love, nature, politics, and history. His poetry is 

characterized by its lyrical beauty, vivid imagery, and profound emotional 

depth. He explored various poetic styles, from surrealism to political verse, 

reflecting his evolving perspectives and the tumultuous times he lived through 

.Neruda was deeply involved in leftist politics and social activism throughout 

his life. He joined the Communist Party of Chile and served as a diplomat, 

representing Chile in various countries, including Spain during the Spanish 

Civil War. His experiences during these turbulent periods influenced his 

poetry, leading to works that addressed themes of social justice, oppression, 

and the struggle for human rights .Neruda received numerous literary awards 

during his lifetime, including the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1971, which 

recognized his poetic achievement and his role as a symbol of resistance 

against oppression. His later collections such as "Canto General" (1950) are 

epic in scope, celebrating the history, culture, and struggles of Latin America. 

Neruda's poetry continues to be celebrated worldwide for its universal 

themes, lyrical intensity, and profound humanity. His influence extends 

beyond literature into politics and cultural movements, inspiring generations of 

poets and readers.Pablo Neruda passed away on September 23, 1973, just 

days after the military coup in Chile that overthrew President Salvador 

Allende. The circumstances surrounding his death have been a subject of 

controversy and speculation, with some alleging he was assassinated by the 

regime. Pablo Neruda remains an iconic figure in world literature, known for 

his passionate poetry that explores love, nature, politics, and the human 

experience with unparalleled eloquence and insight. 

SUMMARY 

Pablo Neruda‘s poem ‘If You Forget Me’ is a poem that speaks directly 

to the author‘s lover, warning her what will happen if she falls out of love with 

the speaker. While Neruda was married to Argentinian writer Delia del Carril 

https://poemanalysis.com/diction/speaker-in-poetry/
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at the time the poem was written, many believe Neruda wrote this to his lover, 

Matilde Urrutia, the woman who would later become his wife. Neruda, a 

Communist senator in Chile, was exiled from his native land for thirteen 

months after the fall of Communism in 1948, and this poem was most likely 

written while Neruda was in exile. Other critics believe this poem was written 

not to his lover, but to his homeland of Chile, warning her not to forget him 

while he is forced away. Regardless of the interpretation, the poem is one of 

the most popular love poems in literature, and Neruda is often called one of 

the greatest poets in the twentieth century; he was awarded the Nobel Prize 

for Literature in 1971. 

STANZAS ONE AND TWO 

Something interesting to note is the fact that the first stanza, which is 

only one real line, reading, ―I want you to know one thing,‖ seems to be a 

continuation of the title. Therefore, it can be read as a single thought: ―If you 

forget me, I want you to know one thing.‖ Reading the poem like this lends a 

threatening tone to the work. 

The tone swiftly changes in the second stanza, where Neruda explains 

the depth of his love directly to his mistress, writing in the first line, ―You know 

how this is.‖ Neruda‘s diction is quite beautiful in this stanza, referring to the 

―crystal moon‖ and ―red branch‖ in line 5. He conjures up his senses of sight 

and touch, telling his lover that whatever he sees or touches will inevitably 

carry him back to her. 

STANZAS THREE AND FOUR 

While the first half of the poem is incredibly romantic and flattering, the 

third and fourth stanzas paint a very different picture, and they serve as a 

warning to Neruda‘s mistress. The third stanza stands on its own, cautioning 

Neruda‘s lover that if she stops loving him, he will do the same in return. It 

also begins the first in a string of ultimatums Neruda offers to his lover. 

The fourth stanza continues that thought, as the speaker tells his lover 

that if he is forgotten, she will be forgotten, too. In order to emphasize this 

even more, Neruda only includes that one thought in the stanza. It is 

interesting to note Neruda‘s diction in that last line—―I shall already have 
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forgotten you.‖ He tells his lover that if she suddenly forgets him, he wants her 

to know that he was the one who forgot first—it has already been done. It 

seems important to him that she knows it is she who was forgotten first. 

 

STANZA FIVE 

He continues his warning in the fifth stanza, again telling his lover that 

should she ―decide to leave me at the shore,‖ he will ―on that day, at that 

hour…seek another land.‖ In this stanza, Neruda uses an extended 

metaphor of a shore and its land to warn his lover of the consequences of her 

actions. The speaker views his lover as his home, but should she decide to 

leave him, he will have no problem at all seeking another woman to fill her 

place. 

STANZA SIX 

In the sixth and final stanza of ‗If You Forget Me’, however, Neruda 

changes his tone once again, this time returning to the romantic and 

passionate tone of the first stanza. The first line of the last stanza is 

comprised of a single word: ―But.‖ This gives the reader the impression that all 

that has been occurring in the previous stanzas has been setting the stage for 

this final one. It is as if the speaker is telling his lover, ―If you do any of these 

things, I will do them back to you, but if you do not, this will happen instead,‖ 

for the remaining lines of the final stanza reveal what will happen if the lover 

does not forget him. If, instead, she feels ―…that you are destined for me,‖ the 

feeling will be returned. 

In the last stanza, Neruda compares his love for his mistress to a fire: it 

feeds off of the love his mistress has for him, and therefore, it can only be 

extinguished if her love dies. The speaker closes by vowing that as long as 

his mistress lives, the love they share for each other will be cradled between 

them, in their arms. 

Reciprocity of Love in Neruda’s If You Forget Me 

   If You Forget Me is written by Ricardo Elice Neftali Reyes Basoalto, 

whose pen name is Pablo Neruda. Pablo Neruda is well known for his 

passionate love poetry. His first collection of poetry Twenty Love Poems and 

https://poemanalysis.com/literary-device/extended-metaphor/
https://poemanalysis.com/literary-device/extended-metaphor/
https://poemanalysis.com/literary-device/setting/
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a Song of Despair is world famous for intense love poems. The popular love 

poems of Neruda are I do not love you, I like for you to be still, Tonight I can 

write, Love, I crave your mouth, Don‘t go Far off, May be you will 

Remember, You will remember and so on. 

    The present poem is from Neruda‘s Captain Verses Collection. The 

poet in the poem explains the consequences of forgetting him to his beloved 

love. 

    In the beginning of the poem, Neruda presents a loving and romantic 

picture of his love. He wants his beloved to know how much he loves her. The 

poet describes if he looks at the crystal moon, if he looks at the red branch of 

the slow autumn through his window he remembers his beloved. He says if he 

touches the impalpable ash of the fire or wrinkled body of the log, he feels all 

these are carrying him towards his beloved. All these are exist for his love 

itself. He also uses the images like aromas, light, metals, are as little boats 

that takes him towards the island of his love. 

    Then, he explains the consequences of forgetting him. He says to his 

beloved that, if she stops loving him, the poet also stops loving her. If 

suddenly she forgets him, the poet may have already forgotten her. If she 

leaves the poet, if anything happens to his life the poet won‘t mind at all. He 

seeks another land for his roots of his heart. 

    In the last stanza of the poem, the poet expresses his love in a 

romantic way. He says each day, each hour if she loves him and destined to 

him, he will give back that love. He will never leave her and forget her. As long 

as they live he will shower all his love to her. 

    The poem shows that the poet does not want ―unrequited love‖. The 

poet believes in such love which is reciprocal to each other. Such a love 

develops mutual understanding and trust in each other. All he wants is true 

love and his beloved should never forget him. He conveys that she will get 

back whatever she does to him. If she forgets him, the poet also does the 

same thing. If she loves him without forgetting him, he gives his love to her all 

their life. 
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Glossary 

Crystal moon: Represents beauty and purity, often associated with 

romanticism and longing. 

Red branch of the slow autumn: Symbolizes change and the passage of 

time, evoking a sense of melancholy and reflection. 

 Impalpable ash: Refers to something intangible and delicate, possibly 

symbolizing memory or the remnants of past experiences. 

Wrinkled body of the log: Implies age and the effects of time, contrasting 

with the youthful imagery of the moon and autumn. 

Aromas, light, metals: Sensory elements that evoke memories and emotions 

associated with the beloved. 

Little boats that sail: Metaphorically represents thoughts and emotions 

navigating towards the beloved, suggesting inevitability and longing. 

Wind of banners: Symbolizes movement and change in the speaker's life, 

possibly referencing challenges or transitions. 

Shore of the heart where I have roots: Indicates a deep emotional 

connection or origin, suggesting the speaker's vulnerability and attachment. 

Implacable sweetness: Describes the persistent and gentle nature of the 

beloved's affection and destiny. 

Flower climbs up to your lips: Symbolizes love and beauty seeking 

connection and affirmation. 

Fire: Represents passion, intensity, and the enduring nature of love within the 

speaker. 

Arms: Symbolizes embrace, protection, and the desire for closeness and 

connection. 

Love feeds on your love: Highlights the reciprocal nature of love and how it 

grows through mutual affection and interaction. 

 Without leaving mine: Emphasizes the inseparability and continuity of their 

love, despite challenges or changes. 
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Self-Assessment Questions                                                

 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. What imagery does Pablo Neruda use to describe the inevitability of his 

thoughts returning to his beloved in "If You Forget Me"? 

A. Ships sailing towards distant shores 

B. Birds flying in the sky 

C. Little boats that sail towards the beloved's isles 

D. Clouds drifting across the horizon 

2. What emotion does Neruda convey when he describes the wind of 

banners passing through his life in "If You Forget Me"? 

A. Joy   B. Sadness 

C. Excitement D. Confusion 

3. What does Neruda emphasize about the continuity of love in the 

closing lines of "If You Forget Me"? 

A. Love feeds on the beloved's love 

B. Love fades over time 

C. Love is fleeting and temporary 

D. Love depends on external factors 

4. What does the speaker suggest will happen if the beloved feels 

destined to be with them in "If You Forget Me"? 

A. The speaker will leave the beloved at the shore 

B. The speaker will forget the beloved 

C. The speaker's roots will set off to seek another land 

D. The speaker will stop looking at the crystal moon 

5. What does Neruda emphasize about the relationship between love and 

memory in "If You Forget Me"? 

A. Love is eternal and unchanging 

B. Memory is fleeting and unreliable 

C. Love and memory are intertwined 

D. Love and memory are unrelated 
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6.  In Pablo Neruda's poem "If You Forget Me," the speaker uses which 

natural element as a metaphor for the enduring nature of his love? 

A) Wind 

B) Ocean 

C) Sun 

D) Moon 

7. What does Pablo Neruda emphasize about love in the poem "If You 

Forget Me"? 

A) Love is fleeting and temporary. 

B) Love is conditional and demanding. 

C) Love is eternal and enduring. 

D) Love is frivolous and meaningless. 

8.  Which literary device does Pablo Neruda primarily use in "If You Forget 

Me" to convey his emotions? 

A) Simile 

B) Metaphor 

C) Hyperbole 

D) Personification 

9.  According to Pablo Neruda in "If You Forget Me," what happens if the 

beloved forgets the speaker? 

A) The speaker will move on and forget as well. 

B) The world will cease to exist. 

C) The beloved will regret their decision. 

D) The speaker's love will continue unchanged. 

10.  What central theme does Pablo Neruda explore in "If You Forget Me"? 

A) Loss and abandonment 

B) Unrequited love 

C) Longing and separation 

D) Eternal love and devotion 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What is the tone of "If You Forget Me"? 

The tone of most of the poem "If You Forget Me" by Pablo Neruda 

is threatening and harsh. The speaker is saying "if" his beloved does this, 

there will be this consequence, "if little by little you stop loving me, I shall stop 

loving you little by little." If the beloved forgets him, he will forget her. 

 

2. What is the reflection of If You Forget Me by Pablo Neruda? 

Pablo Neruda's poem 'If You Forget Me' delves into the conditional 

nature of love and the deep connection between memory and emotion. 

It reflects on how sensory experiences evoke memories, the gradual change 

in feelings, and the interplay between love and loss. 

3. What is the message of the poem "If You Forget Me"? 

The poet states that his love is undivided, and their love can be 

everlasting if she remembers him every day just like he does, if she longs for 

him as badly as he. The poet wants nothing else than to grow old with his 

beloved, and eventually to die in her arms, even though he doesn't know if 

she even remembers him. 

4. What literary devices are used in the poem If You Forget Me Pablo 

Neruda? 

The poem is written entirely in free verse, though it does make use of 

poetic devices such as alliteration and enjambment. The first stanza suggests 

the poem is to deliver a very specific message. The second stanza contains 

eloquent and beautiful language about love. 

5. What is the speaker's attitude towards the beloved in "If You Forget Me"? 

The speaker's attitude towards the beloved in "If You Forget Me" is one 

of deep affection and fear of losing the beloved's love. The speaker expresses 

a desire for their love to be reciprocated and cherished. 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

Explore the Theme of “If You Forget Me" by Pablo Neruda. 

INTRODUCTION  

Pablo Neruda‘s poem ‘If You Forget Me’ is a poem that speaks directly 

to the author‘s lover, warning her what will happen if she falls out of love with 

the speaker. While Neruda was married to Argentinian writer Delia del Carril 

at the time the poem was written, many believe Neruda wrote this to his lover, 

Matilde Urrutia, the woman who would later become his wife. Neruda, a 

Communist senator in Chile, was exiled from his native land for thirteen 

months after the fall of Communism in 1948, and this poem was most likely 

written while Neruda was in exile. Other critics believe this poem was written 

not to his lover, but to his homeland of Chile, warning her not to forget him 

while he is forced away. Regardless of the interpretation, the poem is one of 

the most popular love poems in literature, and Neruda is often called one of 

the greatest poets in the twentieth century; he was awarded the Nobel Prize 

for Literature in 1971. 

 

IF YOU FORGET ME 

"If You Forget Me" is a beautiful, heart-rending poem by Pablo Neruda 

that captures the essence of true love and the pain of separation. The use of 

figurative language, word choice, and poetic devices in this poem not only 

embellishes its meaning but also reflects the depth of emotion that the poet 

experiences. 

IMAGERY OF NATURE AND LONGING 

In the opening stanzas of the poem, Neruda paints a vivid picture of his 

emotional landscape through the use of natural imagery. He speaks of gazing 

at the "crystal moon" and the "red branch / of the slow autumn," invoking a 

sense of contemplation and melancholy. This imagery not only sets the tone 

for the poem but also establishes a connection between the speaker's inner 

world and the external environment. 

METAPHOR OF LITTLE BOATS AND INEVITABILITY 

https://poemanalysis.com/diction/speaker-in-poetry/
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Central to "If You Forget Me" is the metaphor of "little boats that sail / toward 

those isles of yours that wait for me." Here, Neruda poignantly illustrates the 

inevitability of his thoughts and emotions returning to his beloved. The boats 

symbolize the speaker's unwavering longing and the persistence of love, 

despite the challenges of separation and uncertainty. 

CONSEQUENCES OF FORGETTING 

Neruda explores the consequences of being forgotten by his beloved with 

emotional depth and clarity. He writes, "If suddenly / you forget me / do not 

look for me, / for I shall already have forgotten you." This poignant declaration 

highlights the reciprocal nature of love and the pain of abandonment. It 

reflects the speaker's resolve to protect himself emotionally if faced with the 

loss of affection. 

RESILIENCE AND DETERMINATION 

Amidst the vulnerability expressed in the poem, Neruda also conveys a sense 

of resilience and determination. He states, "if each day, each hour, / you feel 

that you are destined for me / with implacable sweetness," suggesting hope 

and the possibility of reconciliation. This resilience underscores the speaker's 

willingness to endure and strive for connection despite the challenges. 

 

INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF LOVE AND MEMORY 

Throughout "If You Forget Me," Neruda emphasizes the interconnectedness 

of love and memory. He portrays love as feeding on the beloved's affection, 

stating, "My love feeds on your love, beloved, / and as long as you live, it will 

be in your arms / without leaving mine." This profound assertion highlights the 

enduring impact of love on the speaker's life and emotions. 

CONCLUSION 

"If You Forget Me" is a timeless and evocative poem that encapsulates 

the themes of love, separation, and loss. The use of metaphors, analogies, 

imagery, and word choice make the poem a masterpiece of language and 

emotion. Through this poem, Neruda reminds us of the powerful and 

transformative nature of love and the pain of losing it. 
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SECTION 2.2: Ovid- Pyramus and Thisbe 

PUBLIUS OVIDIUS NASO 

  Publius Ovidius Naso, known in English as Ovid, was born in 

Sulmona, Italy, on March 20, 43 BCE. Initially Ovid followed the typical 

career trajectory for young Roman men of means: A top-notch rhetorical 

education in Rome set him up for a successful future in law and politics. But 

after holding several minor posts, Ovid turned his back on the political life. In 

his late teens he declared his intent to become a poet, much to the 

disapproval of his father. 

In 25 BCE, at just 18 years of age, Ovid held his first public recitation 

of poetry in Rome. He rose to success quickly, making important 

connections with the posh literary circles of Messalla Corvinus and 

Maecenas—Maecenas being the cultural guru for Rome‘s first emperor, 

Augustus. Augustus‘s emphasis on reviving the arts and culture scene in 

Rome enabled Ovid‘s meteoric rise to success.But in 8 AD, just after Ovid 

completed the Metamorphoses, his fortunes took a sudden turn. Augustus 

banished him to Tomis, a provincial city on the Black Sea in modern day 

Romania. While this relegation did not represent a traditional Roman exile—

Ovid likely retained his properties and citizenship—the poet was 

permanently banned from the city of Rome. 

Ovid attributes his exile to carmen et error, ―a poem and a misstep.‖ 

While the true reason for the banishment remains a mystery, there are two 

strong contenders. First, Ovid‘s raunchy poetry may have been offensive to 

Augustus‘s moralistic agenda. Second—and more likely—rumor had it that 

Ovid played some role in a scandalous affair involving the emperor‘s 

granddaughter, Julia Minor. 

Whatever the reason for the exile, the ramifications were severe. A 

consummate urbanite, Ovid languished for a decade in the backwaters of 

the Roman world. Despite his many pleas for forgiveness to Augustus and 

Augustus‘s successor, Tiberius—pleas preserved in his final 

works, Tristia and Epistulae Ex Ponto (Sorrows and Letters from the [Black] 
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Sea)—the poet was never permitted to return to Rome. He died in Tomis in 

17 or 18 AD at around the age of 60. 

 

 

SUMMARY 

―Pyramus and Thisbe‖ is an episode from Book 4 of 

the Metamorphoses, an epic poem published by the Roman poet Ovid in 8 

AD. In contrast to the epics of Ovid‘s contemporaries (like Virgil‘s Aeneid), 

the Metamorphoses does not focus on a single, cohesive narrative. Rather, 

Ovid takes as his theme ―bodies changed to other forms‖ (Book 1, Line 1) 

and fittingly, his Metamorphoses is a work in constant state of change. Its 15 

books assemble a series of over 250 independent stories, linked loosely 

together in a continuous flow of words. Thus the text of Ovid‘s poem meta-

poetically reenacts its theme: transformative metamorphosis. 

While Ovid treats a wide variety of topics in his epic, ―Pyramus and 

Thisbe‖ is representative of his special fondness for love stories. The Ur 

literary portrait of star-crossed lovers, ―Pyramus and Thisbe‖ has enjoyed a 

reliable degree of popularity from antiquity to the present day. Preserved 

images of Pyramus and Thisbe can be found on the walls of Pompeii, and 

the story remains a popular choice for modern anthologies of Roman myth. 

The hero and heroine of a Babylonian love story related by Ovid in 

his Metamorphoses, Pyramus and Thisbe grow up as neighbors and fall in 

https://www.supersummary.com/epic/
https://www.supersummary.com/narrative/
https://kids.britannica.com/students/article/Ovid/276231
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love. Although their parents refuse to consent to their union, the lovers resolve 

to flee together and agree to meet under a mulberry tree. Thisbe, first to 

arrive, is terrified by the loud roar of a lioness, and in her haste to leave she 

drops her veil, which the lioness tears to pieces with jaws stained with the 

blood of an ox. Pyramus, upon finding the veil, believes that Thisbe has been 

devoured by the lioness and stabs himself. When Thisbe returns and finds her 

lover mortally wounded under the mulberry tree, she kills herself. From that 

time forward, legend relates, the fruit of the mulberry, previously white, was 

purplish black. 

The story of Pyramus and Thisbe was reexamined and retold by such 

authors as Marie de France in her Lai de Piramos e Tisbe, William 

Shakespeare in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Luis de Góngora in his parody 

romance La fábula de Píramo y Tisbe, and Théophile de Viau in his 

tragedy Pyrame et Thisbé. 

In his Metamorphoses, Ovid tells us how Pyramus and Thisbe, two 

young Babylonians, fell in love with each other but were forbidden to marry 

because their parents would not allow such a match, because the two families 

were engaged in a bitter and long-standing feud. 

Pyramus was the son of one family and Thisbe the daughter of the 

other family. They lived next door to each other in their parents‘ grand houses, 

but were forbidden to associate with each other in any way. 

A wall separated the two families‘ houses, but there was a crack in it; 

Pyramus and Thisbe would meet and speak to each other in secret, using the 

crack in the wall to communicate with each other without their parents finding 

out. 

They arranged to meet somewhere away from their parents‘ houses, at 

the tomb of Ninus, the mythical founded of Nineveh and the Babylonian 

Empire. At the site of the tomb a mulberry tree flourished. 

When Thisbe showed up on the night of their secret rendezvous, she 

couldn‘t see Pyramus, who hadn‘t arrived yet. But she saw a lioness with 

blood dripping from its mouth, having devoured some unfortunate prey. 

https://interestingliterature.com/2020/10/ovid-metamorphoses-analysis/
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Thisbe grew scared, so she ran away, dropping her scarf behind as she fled. 

The lioness took the scarf in its mouth and tore it to pieces. 

When Pyramus showed up, he found Thisbe‘s scarf torn to bits and 

covered in blood, and no Thisbe. Assuming the worst, he took out his sword 

and stabbed himself, eager to join his beloved – so he thought – in the 

afterlife, unable to go on living without her. 

When Thisbe showed up and saw her lover had killed himself, thinking 

her dead, she took the sword from his lifeless hands and stabbed herself. The 

blood of the two lovers stained the mulberry tree, turning the white fruit red. 

When Ovid undertook his vast retelling of the classical myths, he chose 

the title Metamorphoses – meaning ‗changes‘ or, more accurately, ‗changing 

shapes or forms‘ – because he had observed how many classic Greco-

Roman myths involved characters who were transformed in some way: 

women turned into spiders, winged horses turned into constellations, men 

turned into stags, and so on. 

And a common trend among the myths is people dying and their blood 

staining white things red or causing new flowers to grow out of the earth. 

So Narcissus dies and from his blood the narcissus flower (a kind of daffodil) 

was said to have sprung; and Adonis‘ blood is said to have stained white 

roses, giving rise to red roses (alternatively, it was Aphrodite‘s blood when 

she cut her food rushing to help Adonis). 

And in the Hyacinth story, Apollo was devastated by Hyacinth‘s death, 

and as he stood over the youth, crying for his loss, his tears merged with the 

blood from the man‘s head-wound, and the tears and blood combined to 

create the flower, the hyacinth, which bears Hyacinth‘s name to this day. 

In a sense, such myths function as ‗Just So‘ stories for how the natural 

world came to be: every flower has its own back-story, some memorable tale 

(usually a tragic love affair) which explains how it came to be. The fruit of the 

mulberry tree would always be a rich purple colour in memory of the blood of 

the luckless lovers, Pyramus and Thisbe. 

In his entertaining retelling of the classic myths, Mythos: The Greek 

Myths Retold (Stephen Fry‘s Greek Myths), Stephen Fry points out that it was 

https://interestingliterature.com/2020/12/narcissus-myth-story-echo-summary-analysis/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/1405934131/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=1405934131&linkCode=as2&tag=intereslitera-21&linkId=75d3e3ce9bbbb05b61788eb75d0c3bcb
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/1405934131/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=1405934131&linkCode=as2&tag=intereslitera-21&linkId=75d3e3ce9bbbb05b61788eb75d0c3bcb
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Ovid who moved the setting of the Pyramus and Thisbe myth from Cilicia, a 

kingdom founded by Cilix, to Babylon. But because Ovid‘s version has 

become the most famous, most people (including Fry) have followed Ovid in 

locating the story in Babylon, whose remains are found in modern-day Iraq. 

The story of Pyramus and Thisbe clearly shares many features with 

Shakespeare‘s Romeo and Juliet: the feuding families, the young man and 

woman from the rival families who fall in love with each other; the secret tryst; 

the tragic ending with the two lovers killing each other when they see (or 

wrongly assume) the other is dead. There are too many similarities to be 

written off as coincidence. 

And although Shakespeare clearly knew the Pyramus and Thisbe tale 

– he has Bottom and the other ‗rude mechanicals‘ put on a farcical version of 

the tragedy in A Midsummer Night’s Dream – he got the tale of Romeo and 

Juliet from another source. The story of Pyramus and Thisbe was well-known 

in medieval and Renaissance Italy: it features in Giovanni Boccaccio‘s On 

Famous Women, and a story clearly based on it also appears in 

his Decameron. 

Glossary 

1. Babylon: The ancient city setting of the story, known for its legendary 

hanging gardens and as a symbol of exotic and ancient civilizations. 

2. Pyramus: The male protagonist, deeply in love with Thisbe, whose 

name may be derived from "pyr," meaning fire, symbolizing his 

passionate nature. 

3. Thisbe: The female protagonist, equally in love with Pyramus, whose 

name may be linked to "thisbe," meaning "tender" or "gentle," reflecting 

her character. 

4. Forbidden Love: The central theme where Pyramus and Thisbe's love 

is prohibited by their parents, leading to their secret meetings. 

5. Mulberry Tree: The tree under which Pyramus and Thisbe arrange to 

meet, symbolizing their love and the tragic events that unfold there. 

6. Lioness: The fearsome creature that scares Thisbe away from their 

meeting place, leading to a tragic misunderstanding. 
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7. Bloodstained Veil: Thisbe's veil, dropped during her escape from the 

lioness, which becomes stained with blood and leads Pyramus to 

believe she has died. 

8. Mulberry Tree Turning Red: Symbolizes the transformation of the 

landscape and the enduring mark of their tragic love story, as the 

berries of the mulberry tree are said to have turned red in 

remembrance of Pyramus and Thisbe's love. 

9. Reconciliation: The tragic deaths of Pyramus and Thisbe lead to a 

reconciliation between their feuding families, illustrating the power of 

love and tragedy to bring about change and unity. 

Self-Assessment Questions                                                

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. What is the primary cause of the tragic events in Ovid's "Pyramus and 

Thisbe"? 

A. A vicious lioness attacks Thisbe 

B. Pyramus mistakenly believes Thisbe is dead 

C. Their parents forbid their love 

D. They are cursed by the gods 

2. What do the stained berries of the mulberry tree symbolize in Ovid's 

"Pyramus and Thisbe"? 

A. Reconciliation between their families 

B. The transformative power of love 

C. The danger of forbidden love 

D. The tragic end of their lives 

3. How do Pyramus and Thisbe communicate with each other in Ovid's 

tale? 

A. Through secret letters 

B. By exchanging gifts 

C. Via a crack in the wall between their houses 

D. Through a messenger 

4. What is the tragic consequence of Pyramus mistakenly believing 

Thisbe is dead in Ovid's tale? 
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A. He kills himself 

B. He confronts Thisbe's parents 

C. He searches for Thisbe 

D. He marries another woman 

5. What effect do the deaths of Pyramus and Thisbe have on their 

families in Ovid's tale? 

A. Their families continue to feud 

B. Their families reconcile 

C. Their families declare war 

D. Their families ban love marriages 

6. What tragic event occurs in Ovid's "Pyramus and Thisbe"? 

A) Pyramus is bitten by a snake. 

B) Thisbe is kidnapped by a rival. 

C) Pyramus accidentally kills Thisbe. 

D) Thisbe dies while waiting for Pyramus. 

7. How do Pyramus and Thisbe communicate with each other in Ovid's 

"Pyramus and Thisbe"? 

A) Through letters 

B) Through secret meetings 

C) Through a crack in a wall 

D) Through messengers 

8. What tragic outcome befalls Pyramus and Thisbe in Ovid's narrative? 

A) They are cursed by a jealous god. 

B) They are banished from their city. 

C) They are transformed into birds. 

D) They both die by suicide. 

9. What element of nature plays a pivotal role in Ovid's "Pyramus and 

Thisbe"? 

A) Fire 

B) Water 

C) Wind 

D) Moonlight 
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10. What is the primary theme explored in Ovid's "Pyramus and Thisbe"? 

A) Forbidden love 

B) Betrayal and revenge 

C) Loyalty to family 

D) Triumph over adversity 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What is the theme of Ovid's Pyramus and Thisbe? 

Pyramus and Thisbe are two people who love each other very much 

and would do anything to be together, yet fate has somehow prevented them 

from being together. In this case, it is the fact that their parents hate each 

other. Another theme at work is how not everything is always as it seems. 

2. What does Pyramus and Thisbe represent? 

The myth of Pyramus and Thisbe demonstrates the archetype of the 

star-crossed lovers. Pyramus and Thisbe are in love but are kept apart by a 

physical wall and by their parents. Another example in literature of the star-

crossed lovers archetype is the love between Romeo and Juliet. 

3. What is the tragic story of Pyramus and Thisbe? 

Pyramus, believing that she had been devoured by the lioness, 

stabbed himself. When Thisbe returned and found her lover mortally wounded 

under the mulberry tree, she put an end to her own life. From that time 

forward, legend relates, the fruit of the mulberry, previously white, was black. 

4. Discuss the significance of the white mulberry tree in Ovid's 

"Pyramus and    Thisbe." 

The white mulberry tree in Ovid's "Pyramus and Thisbe" serves as a 

pivotal element that shapes the narrative and contributes to the tragic fate of 

the lovers. Initially, the tree functions as a meeting place and a symbol of their 

forbidden love. Thisbe, aware of the animosity between their families, seeks 

solitude under the shade of the mulberry tree to secretly meet with Pyramus. 

This act of meeting under the tree highlights their determination to defy 

familial constraints and pursue their love clandestinely. 

However, the tree's significance deepens tragically when Thisbe 

encounters a terrifying lioness while waiting for Pyramus. In her haste to 
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escape, Thisbe drops her veil, which the lioness mauls with bloodstains. 

Pyramus, arriving shortly afterward and finding Thisbe's torn veil and 

bloodstained evidence, mistakenly concludes that Thisbe has been killed by 

the lioness. Overwhelmed with grief and despair, Pyramus decides to take his 

own life with his sword under the shade of the same mulberry tree. 

In a cruel twist of fate, Thisbe returns to find Pyramus dead beneath 

the tree. Overcome with grief at the sight of her beloved's lifeless body, she 

too chooses to end her life with the same sword. Thus, the white mulberry 

tree not only witnesses the secret meetings and tender moments of love 

between Pyramus and Thisbe but also becomes the tragic backdrop for their 

untimely deaths. 

The presence of the white mulberry tree underscores the themes of 

fate, love, and the inevitability of tragedy in Ovid's narrative. It symbolizes the 

lovers' defiance of societal norms and the consequences of forbidden love, 

ultimately leading to their joint demise. The tree's role in the story highlights 

Ovid's exploration of the power of love to transcend boundaries but also the 

harsh realities and consequences of such defiance in an unforgiving world. 

5. Discuss how Pyramus and Thisbe communicate with each other in 

Ovid's "Pyramus and Thisbe.” 

Pyramus and Thisbe communicate with each other through a crack in 

the wall that separates their neighboring houses. This crack in the wall serves 

as a symbolic and literal conduit for their secret and forbidden love. According 

to Ovid's narrative, their houses are adjacent, and they use this small opening 

to exchange whispered words of affection and to plan their clandestine 

meetings. 

The method of communication through the wall plays a crucial role in 

the development of the plot by highlighting the lovers' desire to defy the 

familial feud that separates them. It underscores their determination to 

maintain their relationship despite the opposition and prohibition from their 

families. The wall, which initially represents a barrier between them, becomes 

a symbol of their shared longing and the secrecy of their love affair. 
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Moreover, the crack in the wall contributes to the tragic outcome of the 

story. It is through this small opening that Thisbe is able to communicate the 

details of their planned meeting under the white mulberry tree outside the city 

walls. When Thisbe arrives at the rendezvous first and encounters a terrifying 

lioness, she flees in fear, leaving behind her veil. Pyramus, arriving later and 

finding Thisbe's bloodstained veil, mistakenly believes she has been killed. 

Overwhelmed with grief, Pyramus takes his own life with his sword under the 

shade of the mulberry tree. 

In a tragic twist, Thisbe returns to find Pyramus dead, and in her 

anguish, she also takes her own life with the same sword. Thus, the method 

of communication through the crack in the wall not only facilitates their secret 

meetings and plans but also becomes instrumental in the lovers' tragic 

misunderstanding and ultimate demise. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

Explore the Theme of “ Pyramus and Thisbe " by Ovid. 

INTRODUCTION  

Publius Ovidius Naso, known simply as Ovid, was a Roman poet who 

lived during the reign of Emperor Augustus. Here's an overview of his life and 

contributions:Ovid was born on March 20, 43 BC, in Sulmo (modern-day 

Sulmona), in central Italy.He came from a wealthy family and received an 

excellent education in rhetoric, law, and literature.Ovid began his literary 

career writing love elegies, which brought him early success and 

popularity.His early works include the "Amores" (Love Affairs) and the "Ars 

Amatoria" (The Art of Love), which are collections of elegiac poetry 

celebrating love and seduction.Ovid's most famous work is the 

"Metamorphoses," a narrative poem in fifteen books that covers the history of 

the world from its creation to the deification of Julius Caesar. It is a 

masterpiece of mythological storytelling and includes the story of "Pyramus 

and Thisbe" among many others.Ovid's poetry is characterized by its wit, 

elegance, and skillful use of mythological narratives to explore human 

emotions and relationships.He had a profound influence on later European 

literature, particularly through his innovative use of mythological themes and 
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his exploration of love and transformation.Ovid's works have had a lasting 

impact on literature, influencing writers from Dante and Chaucer to 

Shakespeare and beyond.His exploration of themes such as love, 

transformation, and exile continues to resonate with readers and scholars 

worldwide.Ovid died in exile around 17 or 18 AD, though the exact date is 

uncertain. His remains were never returned to Rome. 

PYRAMUS AND THISBE  

―Pyramus and Thisbe‖ is an episode from Book 4 of 

the Metamorphoses, an epic poem published by the Roman poet Ovid in 8 

AD. In contrast to the epics of Ovid‘s contemporaries (like Virgil‘s Aeneid), 

the Metamorphoses does not focus on a single, cohesive narrative. Rather, 

Ovid takes as his theme ―bodies changed to other forms‖ (Book 1, Line 1) 

and fittingly, his Metamorphoses is a work in constant state of change. Its 15 

books assemble a series of over 250 independent stories, linked loosely 

together in a continuous flow of words. Thus the text of Ovid‘s poem meta-

poetically reenacts its theme: transformative metamorphosis. 

FORBIDDEN LOVE 

The tale of Pyramus and Thisbe revolves around the theme of 

forbidden love. Their parents' disapproval of their relationship forces them to 

communicate in secret and ultimately leads to tragic consequences when they 

are unable to be together openly. 

MISCOMMUNICATION 

A crucial theme in the story is miscommunication. Thisbe's hasty 

retreat from their meeting place due to a lioness results in her leaving behind 

a bloodstained veil. When Pyramus discovers the veil, he mistakenly believes 

Thisbe has been killed. This tragic misunderstanding drives the narrative 

towards its fatal conclusion. 

TRAGIC LOVE   

Ovid portrays Pyramus and Thisbe's love as deeply passionate and 

ultimately tragic. Their commitment to each other is so strong that they 

choose death over life without one another, illustrating the intensity and 

inevitability of their love. 

https://www.supersummary.com/epic/
https://www.supersummary.com/narrative/
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TRANSFORMATION 

 The theme of transformation is prominent throughout the story. Ovid 

uses the physical transformation of the mulberry berries from white to red to 

symbolize the metamorphosis of innocence and love into tragedy and sorrow. 

This transformation reflects the profound impact of Pyramus and Thisbe's love 

story on the natural world and the enduring nature of their tragic fate. 

RECONCILIATION 

Although not immediately apparent in the story itself, the deaths of 

Pyramus and Thisbe lead to a reconciliation between their families. This 

unintended consequence highlights the power of love and tragedy to 

transcend conflict and bring about unexpected resolutions. 

FATE AND DESTINY  

Ovid explores the role of fate and destiny in shaping the lives of 

Pyramus and Thisbe. Despite their efforts to defy their parents' wishes and be 

together, their tragic end suggests a predetermined path that they are unable 

to escape. The inevitability of their fate underscores the tragic nature of their 

love story. 

CONCLUSION 

Ovid's "Pyramus and Thisbe" is a timeless tale that explores themes of 

forbidden love, miscommunication, tragic love, transformation, reconciliation, 

and the role of fate. Through vivid storytelling and poignant imagery, Ovid 

invites readers to contemplate the complexities of human relationships and 

the enduring power of love in the face of adversity and tragedy. The themes 

explored in this ancient myth continue to resonate with audiences, offering 

insights into universal emotions and experiences across cultures and 

centuries. 
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SECTION 2.3: Alexander Pushkin- The Gypises 

 

 

 

THE GYPSIES 

 

A noisy multitudinous throng 

The crowd of gypsies streams along 

The plains of Bessarabia.   

Their camp by the riverside today 

Is pitched and set for their nighttime stay. 

In ragged tents spread far and wide 

Like freedom is their sojourn there, 

Under the skies in the midnight air.   

Between the wheels of the drawn up carts, 

Half covered with carpets thrown across   

The bonfire glimmers.  The family starts 

To prepare a meal.  On the steppe nearby 

The horses pasture; behind the tents   

The tame bear sleeps with an open eye.   

In the vasty steppes all is noisy and lively: 

The gypsy family's anxiety 
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Since the early morn on their short planned journey, 

The children's cries and the women's singing, 

And the sound of the travelling anvil's ringing.   

But now upon their nomadic camp 

Descends a sleepy silentness  

And the only sounds in the steppe's quietness 

Are the barking of dogs and the horses' neighs.   

The fires everywhere are all put out, 

All is at peace,  the solitary moon 

Shines from the summit of the skies 

And brightens the encampment with its rays.   

 

In one of the tents an old man is awake, 

He sits in front of the dying fire 

Warmed by the heat that the ashes make 

And in the distant fields he looks afar 

Where the nighttime mists have strewed them over.   

He awaits the return of his young daughter 

Who in the empty steppes has gone to wander, 

She is used to have her freedom there, 

And she will return, but it's already dark 

And from  the distant clouds the moon 

Its station will abandon soon, - 

But of Zemfira no trace, no sound, 

And the old man's supper is growing cold.   

 

At last she comes and following her 

Across the steppe speeds a young man hurriedly.   

To the gypsy entirely he is a stanger, 

But the daughter speaks out openly: 

"Father, a guest,  I met him recently  

Behind the mounds in the open plain 
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And invited him to stay with us.   

And as a gypsy he wishes to live with us; 

But the law pursues him relentlessly. 

Now I will be his friend for ever.   

His name is Aleko and he will never 

Abandon me, nor will his faith swerve ever. 

 

Old Man 

 

I am glad.   Till morning stay 

Beneath our tent's welcoming canopy, 

Or yet rest longer in our company, 

Just as you wish, for I am ready 

To share with you our hospitality.   

Be one of us, get to know our ways, 

Our nomadic poverty in the steppes, 

And tomorrow at the early dawn 

Together in the cart we'll journey on.   

Take up whatever trade you please, 

Either forge the iron, or sing our songs, 

And take the bear on its performing rounds.   

Aleko   

I will stay with you.   

Zemfira 

 

                                     He'll live with me: 

And who would drive him away from me?   

But now it's late, and the stripling moon 

Has set, and the fields all around 

Are quite covered over with a hoary gloom, 

And reluctant sleep presses my eyelids down.   
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ALEXANDER PUSHKIN  

Alexander Sergeyevich Pushkin was a Russian poet, born on 6th of 

July, 1799. in Moscow. He is known as one of the best Russian poets and a 

father of Russian literature in general. At his early age, he is left in the care of 

peasants Nikita Kozlov and Arina Yakovleva.Pushkin was a descendant of the 

old noble family by his father's side while his mother was a granddaughter of 

Gannibal, famous Ethiopian prince who had a lot of influence on the emperor 

Peter the Great. 

As a child, he was sent away to Lyceum near St. Petersburg. He 

begins writing his poems during his schooling, and after graduating, he was 

well known in poetic circles. At first, he was influenced with traditional 

classicism, but later he started writing on manners of romanticism. He was 

spending his time in the company of many intellectuals who made his 

creativity even stronger.His most famous works are "Mozart and Salieri, 

"Weeding in the Time of Plague", "Captain's Daughter", "Dubrovski", 

"Gypsies", and his greatest accomplishment is a novel "Evgenij Onegin".He 

dies on January 29th,1837., succumbing the shooting consequences. 

SUMMARY 

"The Gypsies" is a narrative poem by Alexander Sergeyevich Pushkin, 

written in 1824., and published in 1827. This poem belongs to the cycle of so-

called "southern poems", which we wrote during his exile at his mother's 

Mihaylovski estate in northern Russia. 

The main idea of this poem, and also the theme as well is testing the 

moral boundaries and the adjusting of the nobility to the customs of the 

common people. The plot begins when the Aleko, a noblesse from town joins 

the camp of Gypsies, who are living the completely opposite life from the one 

he was used to. A concept popular during the era of romanticism was 

presenting the idea that a life spent far away from civilization, in complete 

harmony with nature is better when compared to the alienated life of people 

who are living in the cities. That idea in this poem is represented by the Gipsy 

camp where life is lived differently, obeying to different laws, and also 

observing the freedom and love from another point of view. The poem is 
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written in verses, formed as a dialogue between the three of the main 

characters - Aleko, Zemfira and the old Gipsy man, and this poem is used as 

an inspiration for many operas as well. 

Genre: Narrative Poem 

Time: The Period of Two Years 

Place: Gipsy Camp, the region in Moldavia 

The poem begins with the description of a place by the river where the 

Gipsy camp is located in Bessarabia, a part of Moldavia. At a quiet evening, 

while families are preparing dinner, children are playing and singing, and one 

grizzled older man is lying by the river while his meal is getting cold.He waits 

for his young daughter to return, as she is used to walking around whenever 

and wherever she wants, enjoying her freedom.His daughter Zemfira returns 

bringing a young man named Aleko, who is escaping the city laws and she 

offered him to join their camp. 

The descriptive part ends here, and dialogue takes place. The old man 

accepts the young man despite his poverty, offering him a shelter and food if 

he is willing to accept their lifestyle. Aleko decided to stay, and Zemfira is 

keen on seducing him.             The old man wakes them the next morning 

because the entire camp was leaving. Their move is portrayed and described 

in details; the dogs are barking, donkeys carrying the children, old and young 

folks singing their tunes. Although poverty rules among them, they are not 

sad. 

As a contrast to them, Aleko feels a bit blue, still worried despite the 

freedom he gained. He escaped the town and his old life, but his heart is led 

with passion, and he is aware the passion will wake up again inside him. 

Zemfira asks him if he regrets leaving his old life behind, but he assures her 

he wants to remain by her side, as she was a complete opposite from 

everything he knew about.People in town are inhibited by the absence of 

freedom and love, and he thinks it is impossible to be happy without love.The 

old man warns him how different their lifestyle is compared with he way he 

used to live before. They are not used to luxury, so it is possible he won't be 

remained satisfied with only having the freedom. 
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He remembers a man who once joined them. He had a young soul 

despite his old age, but he couldn't adapt. His last wish was to be returned 

and buried in his hometown.They are not used to luxury, so it is possible he 

won't be remained satisfied with only having the freedom. He remembers a 

man who once joined them. He had a young soul despite his old age, but he 

couldn't adapt. His last wish was to be returned and buried in his 

hometown.Two years passed after Aleko joined the Gypsies and everything 

remained the same, with Gypsies always on the move, finding happiness at 

different places. Aleko got used to this new life far from town, and soon 

nothing reminded him of his former life anymore. 

One day he heard Zemfira sings about adultery of a woman who luster 

for the young lover over her dull old husband. Aleko warned her to stop 

singing, as he doesn't like the song, but she kept on. Zemfira even confessed 

Aleko the song is about him, as she doesn't love him anymore, as she found a 

younger lover for herself.The old man explains Aleko that it is only an old 

song which is singing for fun, and he heard it for the first time from his wife, as 

she was singing it while putting Zemfira to sleep by the fire when she was just 

a child. 

One evening Zemfira tells her father she is not in love with Aleko 

anymore and wants to regain her freedom. Aleko talks in his sleep, calling 

Zemfira and some other name as well. Later he explains Zemfira his dream 

about another person who was standing between the two of them, so he lost 

his trust in everyone, including her as well. 

Later he explains Zemfira his dream about another person who was 

standing between the two of them, so he lost his trust in everyone, including 

her as well. Aleko confesses to the old man his sorrow for the lost of Zemfira's 

love, and the old man tries to comfort him, trying to excuse Zemfira's infidelity 

due to her youth.She is free-spirited and unable for staying faithful, but Aleko 

was sad while he remembered her former love and the nights they spent 

happily together, kissing and talking about everything. Now, that passion is 

gone. 
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An old man then told him a story about his experience with Mariula, 

Zemfira's mother who he met when he was young as well. Their happiness 

lasted for only a year, until another gypsy camp took place by them, leaving 

after two days, and Mariula decided to follow them after she met a new lover. 

She left the Zemfira with an old man who was heartbroken and full of hate 

towards women in general.She left the Zemfira with an old man who was 

heartbroken and full of hate towards women in general.Aleko wanted to know 

why he didn't revenge by killing Mariula and her new lover, but the old man 

answered him that the youth has a freedom of a bird impossible of taming. 

One evening Aleko saw Zemfira with her new lover, as they parted 

from each other while arranging the next meeting. He kills her lover in a rage 

while Zemfira tried to calm him down, but he kills her as well because she was 

accusing him of committing a crime.The next scene describes the funeral of 

Zemfira and her lover. They were buried together in Aleko's presence. After 

the burial, the old man approached Aleko asking him to go away from their 

camp. Although they don't share the same laws as the rest of the men, they 

don't approve the murders to stay, so camp left without Aleko.Epilog warns us 

about the dangers hidden in the gypsy way of life because it is impossible to 

free oneself from the love or destiny. 

Characters Analysis 

Aleko -  A young noblesse from town who escaped his former life 

inhibited by laws, without any freedom or love present. He meets a young 

gypsy Zemfira and joins her camp, becoming accepted by her father, and he 

falls deep in love with her.He is portrayed as a decent young man who finally 

found some peace and freedom after he escaped his past. He never becomes 

capable of fully adapting to this new lifestyle without strict laws and rules 

about morals and justice.As the old men predicted, he wants the freedom only 

for himself, remaining selfish when Zemfira stopped loving him. He commits a 

crime out of jealousy, ending alone, not belonging anywhere. 

Zemfira - A young gypsy who seduced Aleko, at the beginning of the 

poem portrayed as she loves him sincerely. Her father describes her as a 

young girl wishing to experience freedom and life, so he gave her the freedom 
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to live as she likes, aligning with the customs of their society. He warns Aleko 

that she is unable for fidelity.She has some similarities with her mother, who 

also abandoned her husband because of another lover, who she knew for 

only a couple of days. She is defiant, confronting Aleko directly as she tells 

him she isn't in love with him anymore, triggering his jealousy, so he kills her 

at the end. 

The old man-A decent old man who accepts the unknown young man 

named Aleko, offering him shelter and a chance for experiencing this new way 

of life, as he would be able finding freedom and life suitable for himself.He 

warns him about his daughter's character and temper, explaining to him that 

love and freedom are uncontrollable by nature.He is a complete opposite of 

Aleko, who solves his problems with violence and revenge. When Aleko 

murders his daughter, he warns him politely to leave them for good, as they 

don't want to live with the murder. 

Glossary 

1. Gypsies : The titular characters of the poem, referring to the Roma 

people, known for their nomadic lifestyle and distinct cultural traditions. 

2. Don: A major river in Russia, often associated with the Cossack culture 

and rural landscapes. 

3. Steppe : Vast grassland plains, characteristic of Russian and Ukrainian 

landscapes, symbolizing freedom and openness. 

4. Kumiss : Fermented dairy product traditionally made from mare's milk, 

consumed in Central Asia and parts of Russia. 

5. Tarpan : A wild horse species native to Europe, now extinct, 

symbolizing untamed nature and freedom. 

6. Guitar: A musical instrument associated with Roma culture, often used 

in their traditional music and storytelling. 

7. Kibitka : A traditional Russian wagon or tent, often used by nomadic 

people such as the Cossacks or Roma. 

8. Sorcerer: A magician or shaman figure, believed to have supernatural 

powers, central to many Roma folktales and legends. 
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9. Tambourine: A percussion instrument with jingles, commonly used in 

Roma music and dance. 

10. Gad: A diviner or fortune-teller, often associated with mystical practices 

and fortune-telling among the Roma. 

Self-Assessment Questions                                                 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. In Pushkin's poem "The Gypsies," the Don River symbolizes: 

A. Freedom and openness 

B. Wealth and prosperity 

C. Cultural diversity 

D. Mystical powers 

2. Which musical instrument is traditionally associated with the Gypsies in 

Pushkin's poem? 

A. Violin        B. Flute 

C. Guitar             D. Piano 

3. What is kumiss mentioned in Pushkin's poem?   

A. A type of bread 

B. A fermented dairy product 

C. A type of fruit 

D. A traditional costume 

4. The sorcerer in Pushkin's poem is portrayed as: 

A. A heroic figure B. A villainous character 

C. A wise elder D. A romantic lover 

5. What theme is central to Pushkin's poem "The Gypsies"? 

A. Patriotism    B. Betrayal 

C. Freedom   D. Wealth 

6.  What is the central theme of Alexander Pushkin's poem "The 

Gypsies"? 

A) Betrayal and revenge 

B) Freedom and wanderlust 

C) Love and passion 

D) Social injustice 
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7.  In Alexander Pushkin's poem "The Gypsies," what is the protagonist's 

reaction to his forbidden love for the Romani woman? 

A) He seeks revenge on her tribe. 

B) He elopes with her to a distant land. 

C) He becomes despondent and withdrawn. 

D) He confronts her family to win her hand. 

8.  How does Alexander Pushkin depict the Romani culture in "The 

Gypsies"? 

A) As mysterious and exotic 

B) As deceitful and treacherous 

C) As wealthy and influential 

D) As rural and primitive 

9.  What role does nature play in Alexander Pushkin's "The Gypsies"? 

A) It symbolizes the protagonist's internal conflict. 

B) It serves as a backdrop for the lovers' clandestine 

meetings. 

C) It represents the Romani woman's freedom and 

independence. 

D) It foreshadows the tragic outcome of the story. 

10.  What literary device does Alexander Pushkin primarily use in "The 

Gypsies" to convey the protagonist's emotions? 

A) Metaphor 

B) Irony 

C) Symbolism 

D) Allegory 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Discuss the theme of freedom in Pushkin's poem "The Gypsies." 

How does the Don River symbolize this theme? 

In Pushkin's "The Gypsies," the theme of freedom is central to the 

portrayal of the Gypsies' nomadic lifestyle. The Don River symbolizes freedom 

as it flows through the vast steppe, providing a natural habitat where the 

Gypsies roam freely. Pushkin describes the river as a symbol of openness 
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and the expansive landscape that embodies the Gypsies' longing for 

independence and escape from societal constraints. The river's presence 

underscores the contrast between the Gypsies' free-spirited existence and the 

settled world they occasionally encounter. Ultimately, the Don River serves as 

a powerful metaphor for the Gypsies' quest for liberty and their affinity with the 

untamed wilderness. 

2. Examine the role of the sorcerer in Pushkin's "The Gypsies." How 

does this character influence the narrative and the lives of the Gypsies? 

The sorcerer in Pushkin's "The Gypsies" plays a pivotal role as a 

sinister figure who disrupts the harmony of the Gypsies' community. Through 

dark magic and deceitful practices, the sorcerer introduces conflict and 

challenges to the Gypsies' lives. His presence catalyzes pivotal events in the 

narrative, such as betrayals and personal crises among the characters. 

Moreover, the sorcerer embodies the clash between mystical elements and 

the natural world depicted in the poem. His actions provoke emotional turmoil 

and test the Gypsies' resilience, highlighting their vulnerability to external 

forces beyond their control. Ultimately, the sorcerer serves as a catalyst for 

transformation and conflict, shaping the narrative's trajectory and illustrating 

Pushkin's exploration of supernatural themes within a realistic setting. 

3. Discuss the significance of the guitar in Pushkin's portrayal of the 

Gypsies. How does this musical instrument contribute to the poem's 

thematic depth? 

 In Pushkin's "The Gypsies," the guitar serves as a symbol of cultural 

identity and artistic expression for the Gypsies. It reflects their nomadic 

lifestyle and vibrant culture, providing a means of communication and 

storytelling within their community. The guitar's presence enhances the 

poem's thematic depth by emphasizing the Gypsies' artistic sensibilities and 

emotional intensity. Through music, the Gypsies convey their joys, sorrows, 

and deepest desires, enriching the narrative with lyrical language and sensory 

imagery. Moreover, the guitar underscores Pushkin's exploration of folk 

traditions and the enduring appeal of oral storytelling in Russian literature. 

Overall, the guitar symbolizes the Gypsies' cultural heritage and their ability to 
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preserve traditions amid societal changes, contributing to the poem's portrayal 

of human resilience and artistic creativity. 

4.  Analyse the poem "The Gypsies" by Pushkin as a 

reflection of his fascination with folk culture and exploration of human 

emotions. How does Pushkin blend realism with elements of folklore in 

this work? 

 Pushkin's "The Gypsies" exemplifies his fascination with folk culture 

and his exploration of human emotions through a narrative that blends realism 

with elements of folklore. The poem portrays the Gypsies' nomadic lifestyle 

and their deep emotional connections, capturing the richness of their cultural 

traditions and artistic expressions. Pushkin employs vivid imagery and lyrical 

language to evoke the sensory experiences of the steppe landscape and the 

Gypsies' interactions with nature. Moreover, he integrates supernatural 

elements, such as the sorcerer's presence and mystical practices, to add 

depth and complexity to the narrative. Through this blend of realism and 

folklore, Pushkin creates a compelling portrayal of the Gypsies' world, 

highlighting themes of love, freedom, and the human spirit's resilience. 

Overall, "The Gypsies" reflects Pushkin's mastery of poetic craftsmanship and 

his ability to illuminate universal truths through the lens of Russian folk culture 

and human experience. 

5. Discuss the role of music and nature in Alexander 

Pushkin's poem "The Gypsies." 

Alexander Pushkin's poem "The Gypsies" intricately weaves together 

themes of love, passion, and tragedy against the backdrop of music and 

nature. Music, portrayed as an integral part of Romani culture, and nature, 

depicted through evocative imagery, play crucial roles in shaping the 

atmosphere and themes of the narrative. 

Firstly, music in "The Gypsies" serves as a means of expression and 

storytelling within the Romani community. Pushkin emphasizes the Romani's 

affinity for music, depicting it as a medium through which emotions are 

conveyed and stories are shared. The protagonist, captivated by the Romani 
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woman, is drawn not only to her physical beauty but also to her soulful singing 

and musical talents. This musical element deepens the emotional resonance 

of their encounters, heightening the intensity of their forbidden love.Secondly, 

nature in Pushkin's poem acts as both a setting and a metaphorical backdrop 

that mirrors the protagonists' emotional turmoil. The natural world is depicted 

vividly, from the serene beauty of the landscape to the wild and untamed 

elements that echo the unpredictability of human passions. Scenes of moonlit 

nights, whispering winds, and rustling leaves underpin the lovers' clandestine 

meetings and moments of introspection, adding a layer of symbolism to their 

tumultuous relationship. 

Together, music and nature contribute to the atmospheric richness of 

"The Gypsies," enhancing its themes of love, passion, and tragedy. The 

musicality of the Romani culture underscores the protagonists' emotional 

connection and the cultural divide they must navigate, while the natural 

imagery heightens the sense of urgency and inevitability in their ill-fated 

romance. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

Explore the Theme of “ The Gypsies" by Alexander Pushkin. 

INTRODUCTION  

Alexander Sergeyevich Pushkin was a Russian poet, born on 6th of 

July, 1799. in Moscow. He is known as one of the best Russian poets and a 

father of Russian literature in general. At his early age, he is left in the care of 

peasants Nikita Kozlov and Arina Yakovleva.Pushkin was a descendant of the 

old noble family by his father's side while his mother was a granddaughter of 

Gannibal, famous Ethiopian prince who had a lot of influence on the emperor 

Peter the Great.His most famous works are "Mozart and Salieri, "Weeding in 

the Time of Plague", "Captain's Daughter", "Dubrovski", "Gypsies", and his 

greatest accomplishment is a novel "Evgenij Onegin".He dies on January 

29th,1837., succumbing the shooting consequences. 
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THE GYPSIES 

"The Gypsies" is a narrative poem by Alexander Sergeyevich Pushkin, 

written in 1824., and published in 1827. This poem belongs to the cycle of so-

called "southern poems", which we wrote during his exile at his mother's 

Mihaylovski estate in northern Russia.The main idea of this poem, and also 

the theme as well is testing the moral boundaries and the adjusting of the 

nobility to the customs of the common people.             The poem is written in 

verses, formed as a dialogue between the three of the main characters - 

Aleko, Zemfira and the old Gipsy man, and this poem is used as an inspiration 

for many operas as well. 

FREEDOM AND NOMADIC LIFE 

 The poem portrays the Gypsies as free-spirited wanderers who 

cherish their nomadic lifestyle on the vast steppe near the Don River. Their 

yearning for freedom from societal norms and constraints is a central theme, 

emphasizing their affinity with the open landscape and their reluctance to 

conform to settled life. 

LOVE AND PASSION 

Pushkin explores the theme of love and passion through the 

relationships among the Gypsies. Their intense emotions and romantic 

entanglements drive the narrative, showcasing the depth of human feeling 

amidst their transient existence. 

CONFLICT AND BETRAYAL 

The poem delves into the theme of conflict and betrayal within the 

Gypsy community. The presence of the sorcerer introduces deceit and 

discord, disrupting the harmony among the Gypsies and leading to internal 

strife and personal crises. 

MAGIC AND MYSTICISM 

Pushkin incorporates elements of magic and mysticism through the 

character of the sorcerer. His dark arts and manipulative actions influence the 

lives of the Gypsies, highlighting the clash between supernatural forces and 

the natural world. 

CULTURAL IDENTITY 



CDOE - ODL B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER IV  

 

92 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

The poem explores the Gypsies' cultural identity and traditions, 

particularly through their music and storytelling. The guitar symbolizes their 

artistic expression and cultural heritage, emphasizing their resilience and 

ability to preserve their traditions amid societal changes. 

NATURE AND LANDSCAPE 

 The natural landscape, particularly the steppe and the Don River, 

serves as a backdrop that reflects the Gypsies' connection to nature and their 

nomadic lifestyle. It symbolizes freedom, openness, and the vastness of their 

world. 

 

HUMAN RESILIENCE 

Pushkin portrays the Gypsies' resilience in the face of adversity, 

highlighting their ability to adapt to challenges and maintain their 

independence. Despite external pressures and internal conflicts, they 

persevere through their strong sense of community and shared cultural 

values. 

CONCLUSION 

Alexander Pushkin's "The Gypsies" explores a rich tapestry of themes 

including freedom and nomadic life, love and passion, conflict and betrayal, 

magic and mysticism, cultural identity, nature and landscape, and human 

resilience. Through vivid imagery, lyrical language, and the portrayal of vibrant 

characters, Pushkin creates a compelling narrative that delves into the 

complexities of Gypsy life and the universal human experiences embedded 

within their culture. The poem remains a testament to Pushkin's mastery of 

poetic craft and his ability to capture the essence of Russian folk culture while 

addressing timeless themes that resonate with readers across generations. 
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SECTION 2.4: Horace- Satires 

 

HORACE 

Quintus Horatius Flaccus, commonly known as Horace, was a Roman 

poet and satirist who lived during the reign of Emperor Augustus. Horace was 

born on December 8, 65 BC, in Venusia (modern-day Venosa, Italy).He came 

from a modest background, with his father being a freedman who had once 

been a slave.Horace is best known for his works of poetry, particularly his 

Satires, Epistles, Odes, and Ars Poetica (The Art of Poetry).His poetry reflects 

a blend of Roman Stoicism, Greek philosophy, and practical wisdom. Odes : 

Horace's Odes are lyrical poems that celebrate themes such as love, 

friendship, nature, and the joys of simple living. They are considered among 

the finest lyric poetry in the Latin language. Satires: These works are a 

collection of satirical poems that critique Roman society, morals, and human 

behavior with wit and humor.  Epistles: Horace's Epistles are letters in verse 

form, offering advice on various topics including philosophy, ethics, and 

literature. Ars Poetica: Also known as The Art of Poetry, this work provides 

insights into Horace's views on poetry and his advice to aspiring poets. 

Philosophical Stoicism: Horace often reflects Stoic philosophy in his works, 

advocating for moderation, self-control, and acceptance of one's fate. Satire: 

His satires are characterized by their keen observation of human folly and 

societal hypocrisy, presented with humor and irony. Lyrical Expression: In 

his Odes, Horace explores themes of love, friendship, and the transient nature 

of life with lyrical beauty and emotional depth. 

Horace's poetry had a profound influence on later European literature, 

particularly during the Renaissance and Enlightenment periods.His emphasis 

on balance, moderation, and the appreciation of life's simple pleasures 

resonated with subsequent generations of poets and thinkers.Horace remains 

one of the greatest poets of ancient Rome, celebrated for his craftsmanship, 

wit, and profound insights into human nature. His works continue to be 

studied and admired for their timeless themes and enduring literary 
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merit.Horace died on November 27, 8 BC, in Rome, leaving behind a lasting 

legacy as one of Rome's most esteemed poets. 

Horace's poetry reflects a blend of philosophical depth, lyrical beauty, and 

satirical wit, making him a pivotal figure in the history of Latin literature and a 

significant influence on Western literary tradition. 

SUMMARY 

The Satires (Latin: Saturae or Sermones) is a collection of satirical 

poems written in Latin dactylic hexameters by the Roman poet Horace. 

Published probably in 35 BC and at the latest, by 33 BC, the first book of 

Satires represents Horace's first published work. It established him as one of 

the great poetic talents of the Augustan Age.[citation needed] The second 

book was published in 30 BC as a sequel.  

In the first book of his Sermones (Latin for "conversations") 

or Saturae (Latin for "miscellaneous poems"), Horace combines Greek 

philosophy with Roman good sense to convince his readers of the futility and 

silliness of their ambitions and desires. As an alternative, he proposes a life 

that is based on the Greek philosophical ideals of autarkeia (Greek for "inner 

self-sufficiency") and metriotes (Greek for "moderation" or sticking to the Just 

Mean). In 1.6.110–131, Horace illustrates what he means by describing a 

typical day in his own simple, but contented life. 

The second book also addresses the fundamental question of Greek 

Hellenistic philosophy, the search for a happy and contented life. In contrast 

to book I, however, many of this book's poems are dialogues in which the poet 

allows a series of pseudo-philosophers, such as the bankrupt art-dealer 

turned Stoic philosopher Damasippus, the peasant Ofellus, the mythical seer 

Teiresias, and the poet's own slave, Davus, to espouse their philosophy of 

life, in satiric contrast to that of the narrator.  
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BOOK ONE  

1. The need to find contentment with one‘s lot, and the need to acquire 

the right habits of living in a state of carefree simplicity rather than being a 

lonely sad miser.  

2. The need to practise safe sex: i.e. sex with women who are available 

and with whom one can have carefree relations. Adultery is a foolish game as 

(a) one cannot inspect the women before ‗buying‘ and (b) it brings huge risks 

to health and reputation both in the fear of discovery and in being discovered 

and punished.  Epicurean ethics of ‗the little that is enough‘ means that 

whatever is available as a sexual outlet is preferable to pining with love for the 

unattainable.  

3. The need to be indulgent to the faults of our friends if we want them 

to be indulgent towards us. The poet gives a quick version of Epicurean 

anthropology to explain the origins of morality and to discount the rigidity of 

Stoic ethics. 

 4 Horace‘s first literary manifesto. He discusses Lucilius‘ outspoken 

frankness and says that his poems are not really poetry at all but ‗closer to 

everyday speech.‘ His choice of subject-matter is motivated not by malice but 

by a gentle desire to help others with the sort of good advice which his father 

had given him.  
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5 .The journey to Brundisium. Horace went with Maecenas and other 

influential men (including Virgil) to conduct diplomatic discussions with Mark 

Antony in Spring 37BC. The poem avoids any overt political comment and 

focusses instead on the details of the journey and the accommodation 

‗enjoyed‘ or not.   

6. Horace on his place in society: the son of a freedman he faces some 

criticism about his origins. His lack of political ambition gives him the freedom 

to enjoy his life more than the aggressive social climber. 

7. A short poem outlining the quarrel between a certain Persius and Rutilius 

Rex.   

8. A comic piece narrated by Priapus the god of fertility represented as 

a wooden statue in a garden where there had stood a cemetery where 

witches met to gather bones. The witches gather and the wooden god 

scatters them in terror when his ‗figwood buttocks‘ break wind noisily. 

 9 .Horace describes his encounter with a humourless pest who clings 

to him as he is walking along the Via Appia.  

10. Following on the subject-matter of 4, Horace again looks at his 

predecessor Lucilius and repeats his criticism of him. Lucilius may indeed 

have ‗scoured the city with his wit‘ but his style was that of a muddy river and 

he should have spent longer polishing and refining his verses. 

BOOK TWO 

1. A literary discussion with the lawyer Trebatius about how to pitch his 

satires between the extremes of harsh cruelty on the one hand and pallid 

harmlessness on the other. Trebatius asks him why he does not write glorious 

epic to praise Octavian, if he has to write about something. Furthermore, 

Trebatius warns Horace about incurring the wrath of the powerful – to which 

Horace appeals to the precedent of Lucilius who had powerful friends who 

supported his unmasking of the ills of society.  

2. A sermon ascribed to the thought of the countryman Ofellus arguing 

for the ‗simple life‘ of frugality and healthy eating. The poem ends with a more 

philosophical touch as the speaker points out that his own farm has been 
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taken by Umbrenus, that it will one day be taken from him – and that nothing 

can be possessed with permanence in the world. 

 3. Horace in conversation with a failed businessman Damasippus,. 

who recounts the teachings of the Stoic teacher Stertinius who argued that 

only the wise man is sane; this leads to a colourful description of madness in 

society in all its forms (avarice, ambition, extravagance, love, superstition).  

4 .Catius gives the poet a resume of a lecture on the best sorts of food 

and drink to be served at a dinner party. Horace ends by asking Catius to let 

him accompany him to the next lecture. 

5. A dialogue in the underworld between the hero Odysseus/Ulysses 

and the prophet and seer Tiresias on how to get on in Rome.  –Tiresias 

recommends legacy-hunting and gives cynical instructions on how to secure a 

legacy.  The poem is a burlesque of part of Homer‘s Odyssey Book 11 and 

operates both on the level of parody of the Homeric original and also on the 

level of contemporary satire of modern Rome. 

6.Town and country: Horace contrasts the idyllic life on his Sabine farm 

with the grim reality of life in the city of Rome. The point is well captured by 

the fable of the town mouse and the countery mouse. 

 7. Horace‘s slave Davus uses the freedom afforded by the festival of 

the Saturnalia to tell Horace that, as only the wise man is free, the poet is as 

much a slave as the slave is. Davus points out the inconsistency and the 

hypocrisy of the poet and argues that all forms of dependency and passion 

are equally enslaving to the soul.  

8. An entertaining and comic account of a disastrous dinner party given 

by Nasidienus Rufus. 

Glossary 

1. Satire: A literary genre that uses irony, humor, and exaggeration to 

criticize and ridicule societal vices, often with the aim of promoting 

change or reform. 

2. Stoicism: A philosophical school advocating for endurance of pain or 

hardship without display of feelings and avoidance of pleasure. 
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3. Philosophy: The study of the fundamental nature of knowledge, 

reality, and existence, especially when considered as an academic 

discipline. 

4. Virtue: Behavior showing high moral standards. 

5. Vice: Immoral or wicked behavior. 

6. Irony: The expression of one's meaning by using language that 

normally signifies the opposite, typically for humorous or emphatic 

effect. 

7. Humor: The quality of being amusing or comic, especially as 

expressed in literature or speech. 

Self-Assessment Questions                                                

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. In Horace's Satires, what literary genre does he primarily use? 

A. Epic B. Tragedy 

C. Satire       D. Romance 

2. What philosophical school of thought is often reflected in Horace's 

Satires? 

A. Stoicism  B. Epicureanism 

C. Platonism D. Existentialism 

3. Which Roman emperor's reign influenced Horace's writing of Satires? 

A. Julius Caesar   B. Augustus 

C. Nero         D. Hadrian 

4. What is a common theme addressed in Horace's Satires? 

A. Romantic love 

B. Military conquest 

C. Social injustice 

D. Religious devotion 

5. Which of the following literary devices does Horace frequently use in 

his Satires? 

A. Alliteration 

B. Sonnet 
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C. Epic simile 

D. Foreshadowing 

6. What is the significance of Horace's use of satire in his Satires? 

A. To praise Roman leaders 

B. To entertain readers with fantastical stories 

C. To criticize societal vices and human folly 

D. To promote religious rituals 

7. In Horace's Satires, what is the role of the persona or speaker? 

A. To narrate historical events 

B. To express personal emotions 

C. To critique political leaders 

D. To analyze scientific theories 

8. Which literary tradition did Horace draw upon for his Satires? 

A. Greek tragedy 

B. Roman mythology 

C. Greek comedy 

D. Roman epic 

9.  What is the primary focus of Horace's "Satires"? 

A) Political satire 

B) Social criticism 

C) Epic poetry 

D) Romantic love 

10.  Horace's satire is characterized by: 

A) Harsh criticism and personal attacks 

B) Gentle mockery and wit 

C) Overt praise and flattery 

D) Philosophical serenity and introspection 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. How does Horace employ humor in his Satires to convey his 

criticisms? 
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Horace uses wit, irony, and satire to gently mock societal norms 

and behaviors, often highlighting contradictions and absurdities in a 

humorous manner. 

2. Discuss the role of self-reflection in Horace's Satires. 

Horace frequently includes introspective moments where he 

reflects on his own life and behavior, using himself as a model to 

criticize broader societal trends and moral failings. 

3. How does Horace's treatment of Stoic philosophy appear in his 

Satires? 

While not strictly adhering to Stoic principles, Horace often 

incorporates Stoic ideas such as the importance of moderation, self-

control, and the pursuit of tranquility amidst the chaos of everyday life. 

     4. Discuss the themes of morality and social criticism in Horace's 

Satires. How does Horace use satire to comment on Roman 

society? 

Horace's Satires are a collection of literary works that reflect his keen 

observations and critical commentary on Roman society during the reign of 

Emperor Augustus. Central to his Satires are the themes of morality and 

social criticism, which Horace explores through the lens of satire. 

One of the primary themes in Horace's Satires is morality. Horace 

critiques the moral shortcomings of individuals within Roman society, 

highlighting issues such as greed, hypocrisy, and the pursuit of wealth. In 

Satire I of Book I, for instance, Horace satirizes the folly of those who are 

constantly seeking to amass wealth, warning against the pitfalls of excessive 

materialism. He uses humor and irony to expose the absurdity of their actions, 

ultimately advocating for a more balanced and moderate approach to life. 

Social criticism is another prominent theme in Horace's Satires. He 

uses satire to comment on various aspects of Roman society, including the 

corruption of political leaders, the decadence of the upper classes, and the 

pretentiousness of intellectuals. In Satire VI of Book I, Horace mocks the 

literary pretensions of a poet named Stertinius, who seeks fame and 
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recognition through his verses but lacks genuine talent and sincerity. Through 

this satire, Horace critiques the superficiality and vanity of the literary world, 

emphasizing the importance of authenticity and humility. 

Horace's use of satire is characterized by its wit, irony, and sharp 

observation of human behavior. He employs humor not only to entertain but 

also to provoke reflection and introspection among his readers. By presenting 

exaggerated and often ridiculous characters and situations, Horace invites his 

audience to examine their own behavior and values, encouraging them to 

strive for moral integrity and social responsibility. 

Horace's Satires serve as a powerful critique of Roman society, 

addressing issues of morality and social behavior with wit and insight. 

Through his use of satire, Horace not only exposes the flaws and 

contradictions within his contemporary culture but also offers timeless 

commentary on human nature and the pursuit of virtue. His Satires remain 

relevant today for their enduring themes and their skillful blend of humor and 

moral instruction. 

5. Discuss the role of humor and irony in Horace's Satires. How do 

these literary devices contribute to the effectiveness of his social 

commentary? 

Humor and irony play a crucial role in Horace's Satires, enhancing the 

effectiveness of his social commentary by engaging readers and encouraging 

critical reflection on Roman society.Firstly, humor in Horace's Satires serves 

to entertain and captivate the audience, making his critique of societal norms 

more accessible. For example, in Satire II of Book I, Horace humorously 

depicts the absurdity of a man who is overly concerned with his physical 

appearance, criticizing the vanity and superficiality prevalent in Roman 

culture. Through exaggerated characters and situations, Horace invites 

readers to laugh at human folly while subtly pointing out its moral implications. 

Secondly, irony is a key literary device used by Horace to underscore 

the gap between appearance and reality in Roman society. In Satire V of 

Book I, Horace employs irony to criticize the hypocrisy of a wealthy patron 

who pretends to be generous and virtuous but is actually self-serving and 
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manipulative. By juxtaposing the patron's words and actions, Horace exposes 

the contradictions within his character and highlights the deceptive nature of 

societal norms. 

Furthermore, humor and irony in Horace's Satires function as rhetorical 

tools to provoke thought and stimulate discussion about moral and ethical 

values. Through witty remarks and clever wordplay, Horace challenges 

conventional wisdom and encourages readers to question their own beliefs 

and behaviors. For instance, in Satire IX of Book I, Horace uses irony to mock 

the pretentiousness of intellectuals who engage in endless philosophical 

debates without achieving practical wisdom or moral improvement. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

Explore the Theme of “Satires “by Horace. 

INTRODUCTION  

Quintus Horatius Flaccus, commonly known as Horace, was a Roman 

poet and satirist who lived during the reign of Emperor Augustus. Here's an 

overview of Horace:Horace was born on December 8, 65 BC, in Venusia 

(modern-day Venosa, Italy).He came from a modest background, with his 

father being a freedman who had once been a slave.Horace is best known for 

his works of poetry, particularly his Satires, Epistles, Odes, and Ars Poetica 

(The Art of Poetry).His poetry reflects a blend of Roman Stoicism, Greek 

philosophy, and practical wisdom. 

Horace often reflects Stoic philosophy in his works, advocating for 

moderation, self-control, and acceptance of one's fate. Horace's poetry had a 

profound influence on later European literature, particularly during the 

Renaissance and Enlightenment periods.His emphasis on balance, 

moderation, and the appreciation of life's simple pleasures resonated with 

subsequent generations of poets and thinkers.Horace died on November 27, 

8 BC, in Rome, leaving behind a lasting legacy as one of Rome's most 

esteemed poets.Horace's poetry reflects a blend of philosophical depth, lyrical 

beauty, and satirical wit, making him a pivotal figure in the history of Latin 

literature and a significant influence on Western literary tradition. 
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SATIRES 

The Satires (Latin: Saturae or Sermones) is a collection of satirical 

poems written in Latin dactylic hexameters by the Roman poet Horace. 

Published probably in 35 BC and at the latest, by 33 BC, the first book of 

Satires represents Horace's first published work. It established him as one of 

the great poetic talents of the Augustan Age.[citation needed] The second 

book was published in 30 BC as a sequel. In the first book of 

his Sermones (Latin for "conversations") or Saturae (Latin for "miscellaneous 

poems"), Horace combines Greek philosophy with Roman good sense to 

convince his readers of the futility and silliness of their ambitions and desires. 

The second book also addresses the fundamental question of Greek 

Hellenistic philosophy, the search for a happy and contented life.  

MORALITY AND ETHICS 

 Horace's Satires frequently explore themes of morality and ethics, 

critiquing the moral shortcomings and ethical dilemmas faced by individuals in 

Roman society. Through satire, Horace exposes hypocrisy, greed, and other 

moral failings, encouraging readers to reflect on their own behavior and 

values. 

 SOCIAL CRITICISM 

 A central theme in Horace's Satires is social criticism, where he 

satirizes various aspects of Roman society. He critiques the decadence of the 

aristocracy, the pretentiousness of intellectuals, and the corruption of political 

leaders. By highlighting these flaws, Horace challenges societal norms and 

encourages reform. 

HUMAN FOLLY AND VANITY  

Humankind's weaknesses and follies are recurring themes in Horace's 

Satires. He portrays characters who exhibit excessive pride, greed, and 

vanity, often with humorous exaggeration. Through satire, Horace exposes 

the absurdity of human behavior and emphasizes the importance of humility 

and self-awareness. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_(language)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dactylic_hexameter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustan_literature_(ancient_Rome)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed
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PHILOSOPHICAL REFLECTIONS 

  Horace's Satires incorporate philosophical insights and reflections on 

life's complexities. He discusses Stoic principles such as moderation, self-

control, and acceptance of fate, offering practical wisdom amidst societal 

chaos. These philosophical musings enrich the satirical narrative, adding 

depth to his social commentary. 

CRITIQUE OF LITERATURE AND ART 

Horace uses satire to critique the literary and artistic pretensions of his 

time. He mocks poets and intellectuals who prioritize fame and superficiality 

over genuine creativity and moral integrity. Through these critiques, Horace 

challenges conventional notions of literary merit and cultural values. 

SATIRICAL TECHNIQUES 

The use of satire itself is a thematic focus in Horace's Satires. He 

employs humor, irony, and wit to expose societal absurdities and provoke 

laughter as a means of social critique. These satirical techniques highlight the 

power of humor in addressing serious issues and engaging readers in critical 

dialogue. 

CONCLUSION 

Horace's Satires are characterized by their exploration of morality, 

social criticism, human folly, philosophical insights, critique of literature, and 

satirical techniques. Through these themes, Horace offers a nuanced 

portrayal of Roman society and human nature, challenging readers to reflect 

on timeless ethical dilemmas and societal challenges. His satirical wit and 

keen observation continue to resonate with audiences, making his Satires a 

timeless contribution to Western literary tradition. 
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SECTION 2.5: Gabriel Okara- The Mystic Drum 

 

The mystic drum in my inside 

and fishes danced in the rivers 

and men and women danced on land 

to the rhythm of my drum 

  

But standing behind a tree 

with leaves around her waist 

she only smiled with a shake of her head. 

  

Still my drum contimued to beat, 

rippling the air with quickened 

tempo compelling the quick 

and the dead to dance and sing 

with their shadows - 

  

But standing behind a tree 

with leaves around her waist 

she only smiled with a shake of her head. 

  

Then the drum beat with the rhythm 

of the things of the ground 

and invoked the eye of the sky 

the sun and the moon and the river gods - 

and the trees bean to dance, 

the fishes turned men 

and men turned fishes 

and things stopped to grow - 

  

But standing behind a tree 

with leaves around her waist 
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she only smiled with a shake of her head. 

  

And then the mystic drum 

in my inside stopped to beat - 

and men became men, 

fishes became fishes 

and trees, the sun and the moon 

found their places, and the dead 

went to the ground and things began to grow. 

  

And behind the tree she stood 

with roots sprouting from her 

feet and leaves growing on her head 

and smoke issuing from her nose 

and her lips parted in her smile 

turned cavity belching darkness. 

  

Then, then I packed my mystic drum 

and turned away; never to beat so loud any more. 

 

GABRIEL OKARA.  
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Gabriel Okara (1921-2019) was a prominent Nigerian poet and novelist 

who made significant contributions to African literature. Gabriel Okara was 

born on April 24, 1921, in Bumoundi, Bayelsa State, Nigeria.He belonged to 

the Ijaw ethnic group, one of the largest ethnic groups in the Niger Delta 

region of Nigeria.Okara is often regarded as one of the pioneers of modern 

African literature, alongside figures like Chinua Achebe and Wole Soyinka.He 

began his literary career writing poetry and later expanded into prose fiction, 

producing works that explored themes of African identity, culture, and 

colonialism. 

Poetry: Okara‘s poetry collection "The Fisherman's Invocation" (1978) 

is celebrated for its lyrical style and exploration of Nigerian culture and 

traditions. His poetry often reflects his deep connection to the natural world 

and his concerns about social justice. 

Novels: His novel "The Voice" (1964) is considered one of the earliest 

Nigerian novels written in English. It examines the clash between traditional 

African values and the pressures of modernization and Western influence. 

Okara‘s works often explore the complexities of African identity in the 

context of colonialism and cultural change. He celebrates African traditions 

while critiquing the impact of Westernization.Nature plays a significant role in 

Okara‘s poetry, with vivid descriptions of the Niger Delta landscape and its 

importance in shaping the lives of its inhabitants.Okara‘s writings frequently 

address themes of social inequality, human rights, and the struggle for 

liberation from colonial oppression.Gabriel Okara's contributions to literature 

have had a lasting impact on African literary traditions. His poetry and prose 

continue to be studied and appreciated for their lyrical beauty, thematic depth, 

and insightful commentary on African society.He was awarded the Nigerian 

National Order of Merit (NNOM) for literary excellence and his significant 

contributions to Nigerian literature.Gabriel Okara passed away on March 25, 

2019, at the age of 97, leaving behind a rich legacy as a pioneering Nigerian 

poet and novelist. 
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SUMMARY 

The Nigerian poet and novelist Gabriel Okara has incorporated 

imagery of his native Nigerian delta into his poems, and his writing fuses the 

lexicon of his native Ijaw language with English concepts. Both in terms of 

form and subject, ―The Mystic Drum‖ is an African poem. Okara returns to his 

roots in history, religion, culture, and folklore since he is an African. 

STANZA 1-2 : The drum typically represents the spiritual pulse of 

traditional African life in African poetry. According to the poet, at first, men and 

women danced on the land, and fish danced in the rivers while the drum 

pounded inside of him. However, there was a stranger standing behind the 

tree, grinning indifferently at the depth of their cultural heritage. This could be 

a sign of admiration or acceptance.  

STANZA 3-4 : The drum, however, persisted in beating, quickening its 

pace and sending ripples through the air, inspiring the dead to dance and sing 

alongside their shadows. Other factors pale in comparison to the ancestors‘ 

greatness. The mystic drum is so potent that it can revive even the dead. The 

pounding of the drum symbolizes the longing for a harmonious Nigeria. Still, 

the stranger kept grinning distantly at the people. The term ―outsider‖ is a 

representation of Western imperialism, which has denigrated anything 

Eastern, non-Western, alien, and hence ―incomprehensible for their own 

good‖ as ―The Other.‖  

STANZA 5-7 : The mystic drum calls upon the sun, moon, river gods, 

and trees to start dancing because African culture is so in one with nature. As 

a result of fish turning into men and men turning into fish, the gap between 

people and nature, the animal world and human world, and the hydrosphere 

and lithosphere are ultimately closed. The poet repeats this stanza, and as 

she gazes at this magnificent landscape, ―a weird culture,‖ represented by a 

strange woman, smiles and shakes her head. This act may be one of 

admiration or acceptance. The mystic drum eventually ceased beating, and 

men turned into men and fish turned into fish. Thanks to Western Scientific 

Imperialism, life has since become mechanical, rational, and dry. Everything 

has a place.  
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STANZA 8-9 : On the woman, leaves began to sprout; she began to 

flourish on the soil. Her roots gradually sunk into the ground. Her lips opened 

in a smile as smoke emitted from them, spreading a sort of parched logic. The 

word ―smoke‖ also alludes to the moral haze brought on by industrialization 

and environmental pollution. In the end, the speaker was completely cut off 

from the soul of his civilization and left in ―belching darkness,‖ so he packed 

off the mystic drum and stopped beating it. The ―belching gloom‖ is a 

reference to the hollowness and futility of the forced existence. 

The drum in African poetry, generally stands for the spiritual pulse of 

traditional African life. The poet asserts that first, as the drum beat inside him, 

fishes danced in the rivers and men and women danced on the land to the 

rhythm of the drum. But standing behind the tree, there stood an outsider who 

smiled with an air of indifference at the richness of their culture. However, the 

drum still continued to beat rippling the air with quickened tempo compelling 

the dead to dance and sing with their shadows. The ancestral glory 

overpowers other considerations. So powerful is the mystic drum, that it 

brings back even the dead alive. The rhythm of the drum is the aching for an 

ideal Nigerian State of harmony. 

The outsider still continued to smile at the culture from the distance. 

The outsider stands for Western Imperialism that has looked down upon 

anything Eastern, non-Western, alien and therefore, ‗incomprehensible for 

their own good‘ as ‗The Other‘. The African culture is so much in tune with 

nature that the mystic drum invokes the sun, the moon, the river gods and the 

trees began to dance. The gap finally gets bridged between humanity and 

nature, the animal world and human world, the hydrosphere and lithosphere 

that fishes turned men, and men became fishes. But later as the mystic drum 

stopped beating, men became men, and fishes became fishes. Life now 

became dry, logical and mechanical thanks to Western Scientific Imperialism 

and everything found its place. Leaves started sprouting on the woman; she 

started to flourish on the land. Gradually her roots struck the ground. 

Spreading a kind of parched rationalism, smoke issued from her lips and her 

lips parted in smile. The term ‘smoke‘ is also suggestive of the pollution 
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caused by industrialization, and also the clouding of morals.. Ultimately, the 

speaker was left in ‗belching darkness‘, completely cut off from the heart of his 

culture, and he packed off the mystic drum not to beat loudly anymore. The 

‗belching darkness‖ alludes to the futility and hollowness of the imposed 

existence. 

The outsider, at first, only has an objective role standing behind a tree. 

Eventually, she intrudes and tries to weave their spiritual life. The ‗leaves 

around her waist‘ are very much suggestive of Eve who adorned the same 

after losing her innocence. Leaves stop growing on the trees but only sprout 

on her head  signifying ‗deforestation.‖ The refrain reminds us again and 

again, that this Eve turns out to be the eve of Nigerian damnation. Okara 

mentions in one of his interviews that ―The Mystic Drum‖ is essentially a love 

poem: ―This was a lady I loved. And she coyly was not responding directly, 

but I adored her. Her demeanor seemed to mask her true feelings; at a 

distance, she seemed adoring, however, on coming closer, she was, after all, 

not what she seemed.‖ This lady may stand as an emblem that represents the 

lure of Western life; how it seemed appealing at first but later came across as 

distasteful to the poet. 

Glossary 

1. Drum: Central symbol in the poem, representing African cultural 

heritage, spirituality, and communal unity. 

2. Rhythm: The pattern of beats produced by the drum, symbolizing the 

heartbeat of African traditions and spirituality. 

3. Ancestral Voices: Voices of the past transmitted through the drum's 

beats, connecting present generations to their cultural roots. 

4. Mystic/Mysticism: Refers to the spiritual and supernatural qualities 

attributed to the drum and its rhythmic vibrations. 

5. Heritage: Cultural legacy and traditions passed down through 

generations, celebrated and preserved in the poem. 

6. Spirituality: The belief in the existence of a realm beyond the physical, 

emphasized through the drum's transformative power. 
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7. Colonialism: Historical context influencing the poem, referring to the 

impact of European colonization on African culture and identity. 

8. Resilience: The ability of African culture to withstand external 

pressures and maintain its identity over time. 

9. Unity: Sense of togetherness and community fostered by the drum's 

rhythmic beats, promoting solidarity among people. 

 

Self-Assessment Questions                                                

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. What does the drum symbolize in Gabriel Okara's poem "The Mystic 

Drum"? 

A. Western influence B. African cultural heritage 

C. Political power  D. Religious rituals 

2. How does Okara use rhythm in "The Mystic Drum" to convey meaning? 

A. To criticize colonialism 

B. To evoke a sense of spirituality 

C. To promote Western values 

D. To celebrate technological advancements 

3. Which theme is central to Okara's poem "The Mystic Drum"? 

A. Industrialization  B. Globalization 

C. Cultural identity    D. Scientific advancement 

4. What role does spirituality play in Okara's depiction of the drum in "The 

Mystic Drum"? 

A. It symbolizes political power 

B. It represents technological innovation 

C. It connects individuals to their heritage 

D. It emphasizes economic prosperity 

5. How does Okara use the theme of resistance in "The Mystic Drum"? 

A. To advocate for technological progress  B. To critique 

traditional values 

C. To celebrate cultural resilience           D. To reject spiritual 

beliefs 
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6.  In "The Mystic Drum," the drum is described as a symbol of: 

A) Spiritual awakening B) Political revolution 

C) Cultural tradition D) Environmental harmony 

7. How does Okara portray the relationship between the drum and the 

community in the poem? 

A) As a source of division and conflict 

B) As a unifying force that connects people 

C) As a tool for individual ambition 

D) As a symbol of isolation and solitude 

8. What is the mood created by the drum in Okara's poem? 

A) Fear and apprehension B) Joy and celebration 

C) Sorrow and lamentation D) Anger and resentment 

9.  Which poetic devices does Okara use to convey the significance of the 

drum? 

A) Alliteration and onomatopoeia B) Simile and metaphor 

C) Irony and satire   D) Hyperbole and 

personification 

10. What is the central theme of Gabriel Okara's poem "The Mystic Drum"? 

A) Cultural heritage and identity B) The power of music and 

rhythm 

C) Colonial oppression and resistance D) Nature and the 

environment 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Who is dancing to the rhythm of the mystic drum? 

The poet asserts that first, as the drum beat inside him, fishes danced 

in the rivers and men and women danced on the land to the rhythm of the 

drum. But standing behind the tree, there stood an outsider who smiled with 

an air of indifference at the richness of their culture. 

2. Discuss the thematic concerns of identity and tradition in Gabriel 

Okara's poem "The Mystic Drum." 
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Gabriel Okara's poem "The Mystic Drum" delves deeply into thematic 

concerns of identity and tradition, exploring how these concepts are 

intertwined with the cultural significance of the drum within Nigerian heritage. 

Firstly, Okara examines the theme of cultural identity through the 

symbolism of the drum. The drum in the poem serves as a potent emblem of 

Nigerian cultural identity, embodying traditional rhythms and rituals that 

connect individuals to their ancestral roots. Okara portrays the drum as "a 

spirit that comes alive," suggesting that it is more than a musical instrument—

it is a living repository of cultural memory and indigenous knowledge. Its 

rhythmic beats resonate as a heartbeat of the community, forging a sense of 

belonging and continuity amidst the pressures of modernization and external 

influences. 

Secondly, the poem addresses the theme of tradition by celebrating the 

enduring significance of the drum in preserving cultural heritage. Okara 

contrasts the timeless resonance of the drum with the ephemeral distractions 

of urban life and commercialization. He laments how the drum's sacred 

rhythm is drowned out by "the raucous thrum of cities," highlighting the 

existential threat posed to indigenous cultural practices. Through this contrast, 

Okara underscores the importance of safeguarding and revitalizing traditional 

values and practices as a means of maintaining cultural integrity and 

resilience. 

3. How does Gabriel Okara use the theme of spirituality in "The 

Mystic Drum" to convey deeper meanings about cultural heritage? 

Gabriel Okara's poem "The Mystic Drum" delves into the theme of 

spirituality to convey deeper meanings about Nigerian cultural heritage, 

emphasizing the drum's role as a sacred and spiritual artifact. 

Okara portrays the drum as more than a musical instrument; he 

personifies it as "a spirit that comes alive." This personification imbues the 

drum with mystical qualities, suggesting a spiritual connection that transcends 

its physical existence. The drum becomes a conduit for spiritual expression 

and communion with ancestral spirits, symbolizing a link to the divine and 

reinforcing its sacred status within Nigerian cultural practices. Through this 
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portrayal, Okara underscores how spirituality infuses cultural traditions with 

profound meaning and significance, shaping individual and collective 

identities. 

The poem explores the spiritual resonance of the drum's rhythmic 

beats. Okara describes how the drum's pulses are not merely auditory but 

evoke a deeper spiritual communion that resonates with the collective soul of 

the community. This spiritual cadence becomes a metaphorical heartbeat that 

sustains cultural heritage amidst the challenges of modernity and external 

influences. By emphasizing the drum's spiritual dimension, Okara highlights 

its capacity to inspire reverence, awe, and introspection among those who 

participate in or witness its rituals. 

4. Discuss the significance of the drum as a symbol in Gabriel 

Okara's poem "The Mystic Drum." How does Okara use the drum 

to explore themes of cultural heritage and spirituality? 

Gabriel Okara's poem "The Mystic Drum" delves deeply into the 

symbolic significance of the drum, portraying it as a powerful emblem of 

African cultural heritage and spirituality. The drum in Okara's poem serves 

multifaceted roles, embodying both a tangible instrument and a metaphysical 

conduit that connects individuals to their ancestral roots. 

Firstly, the drum symbolizes African cultural heritage in "The Mystic 

Drum." Through its rhythmic beats and resonant vibrations, the drum evokes a 

sense of continuity with traditional African values and customs. Okara 

portrays the drum as a repository of collective memory, carrying the voices 

and spirits of ancestors who have passed down their wisdom through 

generations. This connection to cultural heritage underscores Okara's 

celebration of African identity amidst the challenges posed by modernization 

and external influences. 

Secondly, spirituality permeates Okara's depiction of the drum. Beyond 

its physical presence, the drum in "The Mystic Drum" embodies spiritual 

energy and transcendent power. Its beats are described as mystical and 

transformative, capable of invoking spiritual experiences and forging a 

spiritual communion among listeners. Okara portrays the drum as a sacred 



CDOE - ODL B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER IV  

 

115 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

instrument that bridges the gap between the material world and the realm of 

the divine, emphasizing its role in spiritual rituals and communal gatherings. 

Furthermore, Okara uses the drum to critique the superficiality of 

Western values and to advocate for the preservation of African spirituality. 

Amidst the pressures of modernization and cultural assimilation, the drum 

stands as a defiant symbol of resilience and resistance, asserting the 

enduring relevance of African traditions in contemporary society. 

5. Discuss how Gabriel Okara uses imagery and symbolism in "The 

Mystic Drum" to convey the poem's themes of cultural identity and 

spiritual resilience. 

 In Gabriel Okara's poem "The Mystic Drum," imagery and symbolism 

play a pivotal role in conveying the themes of cultural identity and spiritual 

resilience, particularly through the evocative depiction of the drum. 

 Okara employs vivid imagery to portray the drum as a potent symbol 

of African cultural identity. Through sensory details such as "the black proud 

jungle," "dawn on the bank," and "the mist of early morning," Okara paints a 

rich tapestry of natural landscapes and sounds that surround the drum. This 

imagery not only immerses the reader in the setting but also underscores the 

deep-rooted connection between the drum and its African environment. The 

drum's rhythmic beats resonate with the pulse of the land, symbolizing the 

continuity of African traditions amidst changing times. 

Furthermore, symbolism in "The Mystic Drum" highlights the drum's 

multifaceted significance. The drum represents more than a musical 

instrument; it embodies ancestral wisdom and spiritual communion. Okara 

imbues the drum with mystical qualities, describing its beats as "ancient 

wisdom spoken" and "rituals undone and redone." These symbolic 

representations emphasize the drum's role in transmitting cultural heritage 

and fostering spiritual unity among communities. It becomes a vessel through 

which individuals reconnect with their roots and affirm their cultural identity in 

the face of external pressures. 

Moreover, Okara uses contrasting imagery to underscore themes of 

spiritual resilience. The poem juxtaposes the natural purity of the drum's 
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rhythms with the encroaching forces of modernization and colonial influence. 

Images of "old dances remembered" and "new songs unsung" highlight the 

tension between preserving traditional values and embracing societal change. 

Through this contrast, Okara critiques the erosion of cultural identity under 

Western hegemony while celebrating the enduring strength of African 

spirituality and resilience. 

 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

Explore the Theme of “ The Mystic Drum " by Gabriel Okara. 

INTRODUCTION  

Gabriel Imomotimi Okara was born on April 24 and passed away on 

March 25 of this year. He was a poet and novelist from Nigeria, and he was 

born in Bumoundi in Yenagoa, Bayels State. The Voice (1964), his early 

experimental book, and his prize-winning poetry, which appeared in The 

Fisherman‘s Invocation (1978) and The Dreamer. His Vision made him the 

first Modernist poet of Anglophone Africa (2005). Okara, known as ―the 

Nigerian Negritudist,‖ relied on African ideas, religion, mythology, and imagery 

in both his poetry and prose. 

THE MYSTIC DRUM 

The Nigerian poet and novelist Gabriel Okara has incorporated 

imagery of his native Nigerian delta into his poems, and his writing fuses the 

lexicon of his native Ijaw language with English concepts. Both in terms of 

form and subject, ―The Mystic Drum‖ is an African poem. Okara returns to his 

roots in history, religion, culture, and folklore since he is an African. 

CULTURAL IDENTITY AND HERITAGE 

Celebration of African Tradition: Okara celebrates African cultural 

heritage through the symbol of the drum, portraying it as a repository of 

ancestral wisdom and identity. 

Resistance to Western Influence: The poem critiques the erosion of 

cultural identity under Western influence, emphasizing the importance of 

preserving African traditions amidst societal changes. 

 SPIRITUALITY AND MYSTICISM 
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The Drum as a Spiritual Conduit: Okara imbues the drum with 

spiritual qualities, depicting its beats as mystical and transformative, capable 

of connecting individuals to their spiritual roots. 

Rituals and Communal Unity: The drum fosters communal unity and 

spiritual communion among listeners, invoking rituals that reinforce cultural 

solidarity. 

 

 RESILIENCE AND CONTINUITY 

Endurance of Tradition: Despite external pressures and 

modernization, the drum symbolizes resilience and continuity, affirming the 

enduring relevance of African cultural practices. 

Adaptation and Preservation: Okara underscores the necessity of 

adapting traditional practices while preserving core cultural values, ensuring 

their survival for future generations. 

CRITIQUE OF COLONIALISM AND GLOBALIZATION 

Impact of Colonialism: The poem critiques the cultural imperialism of 

colonial powers, highlighting its detrimental effects on African identity and 

spirituality. 

Globalization and Cultural Assimilation: Okara addresses the 

challenges posed by globalization, advocating for the protection of cultural 

diversity and the authenticity of African heritage. 

NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT 

Harmony with Nature: The imagery of natural elements surrounding 

the drum reflects harmony with the environment, reinforcing the 

interconnectedness of cultural practices with the natural world. 

Symbolism of Landscape: Scenes such as "the black proud jungle" 

and "dawn on the bank" evoke a sense of place and belonging, enhancing the 

poem's portrayal of cultural rootedness. 

TRANSFORMATION AND RENEWAL 

Revitalization through Ritual: The drum's rhythmic cadence 

symbolizes renewal and transformation, invoking ancient rituals that promote 

personal and collective growth. 
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Symbolic Journey: Through the drum's beats, individuals embark on 

a symbolic journey of self-discovery and cultural reawakening, reconnecting 

with their heritage. 

ORAL TRADITION AND CULTURAL TRANSMISSION 

Preservation of Oral History: The drum in Okara's poem serves as a 

medium for preserving oral traditions and passing down cultural history from 

one generation to the next. 

Role of Storytelling: Through rhythmic beats and chants, the drum 

narrates stories of heroes, legends, and communal experiences, reinforcing 

cultural values and collective memory. 

RESISTANCE AND EMPOWERMENT 

Empowerment through Art: The drum symbolizes empowerment 

through artistic expression, enabling individuals to assert their cultural identity 

and challenge dominant narratives. 

Symbolic Resistance: By embracing traditional practices and resisting 

cultural assimilation, Okara's poem underscores the importance of cultural 

resistance against hegemonic forces. 

TIMELESSNESS AND TRADITION  

Eternal Nature of Tradition: The drum's rhythmic beats evoke a 

timeless quality, suggesting that cultural traditions endure across epochs 

despite societal changes. 

Intergenerational Connection: Okara highlights the intergenerational 

transmission of cultural values and rituals through the drum, bridging past, 

present, and future aspirations. 

CONCLUSION 

"The Mystic Drum" by Gabriel Okara encapsulates themes of cultural 

identity, spirituality, resilience, and critique of external influences, using the 

symbol of the drum to evoke a profound exploration of African heritage amidst 

the complexities of contemporary society. Okara's poem celebrates the 

richness of tradition while advocating for its preservation in the face of cultural 

change and globalization. 
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SECTION 2.6: Jean Arasanayagam- Two Dead 

Soldiers 

JEAN ARASANAYAGAM 

Jean Arasanayagam (1931-2021) was a distinguished Sri Lankan poet 

and writer known for her poignant exploration of themes such as identity, 

conflict, and the human condition. Jean Arasanayagam was born on 

December 2, 1931, in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

She belonged to a mixed ethnic background, with her father being Tamil and 

her mother of Dutch-Burgher descent.Arasanayagam's literary career 

spanned several decades, during which she wrote poetry, short stories, 

novels, and memoirs.Her works often reflected the socio-political complexities 

of Sri Lanka, including its ethnic tensions and the impact of civil war. Poetry: 

Arasanayagam‘s poetry collections include "The Cry of the Kite" (1991), "The 

Palmyra Man" (1997), and "Dust and Other Stories" (2007). Her poetry is 

noted for its lyrical beauty and emotional depth, often drawing on personal 

experiences and cultural heritage.Prose: She wrote several novels and short 

story collections, such as "The Poonachi Tree" (1994) and "Trial by Terror" 

(2001), which explore themes of identity, memory, and conflict in Sri Lankan 

society. 

Arasanayagam‘s works often explore the complexities of identity in 

multicultural Sri Lanka, reflecting on the intersections of ethnicity, language, 

and national identity. 

She addresses the impact of Sri Lanka's civil war and ethnic violence on 

individuals and communities, portraying the human cost of conflict and 

displacement. Arasanayagam‘s writing is infused with themes of memory and 

loss, exploring how personal and collective memories shape individual 

experiences and societal narratives. Jean Arasanayagam is recognized as a 

significant voice in Sri Lankan literature, known for her insightful portrayal of 

the human condition and her ability to capture the essence of Sri Lankan 

society.Her works continue to be studied and celebrated for their artistic merit 

and their contribution to understanding the cultural and political landscape of 
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Sri Lanka.Jean Arasanayagam passed away on July 30, 2021, leaving behind 

a legacy of literary achievement and a profound impact on Sri Lankan 

literature. 

Jean Arasanayagam‘s writings remain relevant for their exploration of 

universal themes through the lens of Sri Lankan experience, offering readers 

profound insights into the complexities of identity, conflict, and resilience in 

the face of adversity. 

SUMMARY 

 

"Two Dead Soldiers" by Jean Arasanayagam is a poignant and 

haunting poem that reflects on the tragic consequences of war, particularly 

within the context of Sri Lanka's civil conflict. Here's a summary and analysis 

of the poem: 

In "Two Dead Soldiers," Jean Arasanayagam vividly portrays the 

aftermath of war through the perspective of a grieving mother. The poem 

opens with a stark image of two dead soldiers lying side by side, their bodies 

now lifeless and still. The mother, filled with anguish and sorrow, laments the 

loss of her sons who went off to fight in the war. She mourns their youth and 

innocence, now forever lost on the battlefield. 

Arasanayagam employs vivid imagery to evoke the devastation of 

war—describing the soldiers' uniforms, the blood-soaked ground, and the 

haunting silence that follows the violence. The poem captures the emotional 
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turmoil of the mother as she tries to come to terms with the senseless loss of 

her sons. She reflects on their dreams and aspirations, now shattered, and 

grapples with the profound grief that war has brought upon her family. 

Through the depiction of these two dead soldiers, Arasanayagam 

critiques the futility and brutality of war, emphasizing its indiscriminate impact 

on ordinary lives. The poem serves as a powerful commentary on the human 

cost of conflict, urging readers to confront the harsh realities faced by those 

affected by war. 

Themes of Loss and Grief: "Two Dead Soldiers" explores the themes of loss 

and grief with raw emotional intensity. The mother's mourning is palpable, 

conveying the deep anguish caused by the death of her sons. 

Critique of War: The poem critiques the devastating effects of war, 

highlighting its toll on individuals and families. Arasanayagam condemns the 

violence and destruction that war brings, emphasizing its tragic 

consequences. 

Symbolism: The two dead soldiers symbolize the human casualties of war, 

representing the countless lives lost in conflicts around the world. Their 

deaths serve as a stark reminder of the senselessness of war and its impact 

on both combatants and civilians. 

Imagery: Arasanayagam employs vivid and evocative imagery to paint a vivid 

picture of the aftermath of battle. The imagery of blood, uniforms, and silence 

creates a haunting atmosphere that underscores the poem's themes. 

Universal Appeal: While rooted in the context of Sri Lanka's civil conflict, 

"Two Dead Soldiers" resonates universally by portraying the universal themes 

of loss, grief, and the human cost of war. 

Overall, "Two Dead Soldiers" by Jean Arasanayagam is a powerful and 

evocative poem that offers a poignant reflection on the devastating impact of 

war, capturing the personal and emotional toll it exacts on individuals and 

families affected by conflict. 

Glossary 

1. Soldiers: Individuals who fight in armed conflict, representing military 

personnel. 
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2. Uniforms: Clothing worn by soldiers that identifies them as part of a 

particular military force. 

3. Blood-soaked: Covered or saturated with blood, symbolizing violence and 

injury. 

4. Battlefield: A place where military engagements or conflicts take place. 

5. Grief: Deep sorrow or sadness, especially caused by someone's death. 

6. Lamentation: Expression of grief or sorrow, often through vocalization or 

crying. 

7. Loss: The experience of losing someone or something important, often 

causing grief. 

8. Anguish: Intense physical or emotional pain. 

9. Silence: Absence of sound or noise, often symbolizing emptiness or loss. 

10. Mourning: Process of grieving or lamenting the death of someone. 

Self-Assessment Questions                                                

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. What is the central theme of Jean Arasanayagam's poem "Two Dead 

Soldiers"? 

A) Celebrating heroism in battle 

B) Critiquing the political motivations of war 

C) Exploring the emotional impact of loss in war 

D) Documenting historical events in Sri Lanka 

2. What do the two dead soldiers symbolize in the poem? 

A) Victory and defeat 

B) Sacrifice and bravery 

C) Indifference and apathy 

D) Loss and tragedy 

3. How does Jean Arasanayagam use imagery in "Two Dead Soldiers"? 

A) To describe the political climate of Sri Lanka 

B) To create a vivid portrayal of the soldiers' bravery 

C) To convey the emotional turmoil of the mother 

D) To celebrate the military achievements of the soldiers 

4. What does the poem critique about war? 
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A) The necessity of military alliances 

B) The economic impact on society 

C) The senselessness and tragic consequences 

D) The historical significance of battles 

5. What is the significance of the mother's lamentations in the poem? 

A) They celebrate the soldiers' bravery 

B) They criticize political leaders 

C) They highlight the emotional impact of loss 

D) They analyze military strategies 

6. What is the central theme of Jean Arasanayagam's poem "Two Dead 

Soldiers"? 

A) Patriotism and national identity B) Loss and futility of war 

C) Heroism and sacrifice   D) Love and betrayal 

7.  In "Two Dead Soldiers," what symbolic element represents the 

passage of time and the permanence of death? 

A) The soldiers' uniforms  B) A nearby river 

C) The setting sun   D) Wildflowers growing over 

the graves 

8.  How does Arasanayagam depict the soldiers in the poem? 

A) As victorious heroes B) As tragic figures caught in a 

conflict 

C) As indifferent to their fate D) As villains responsible for 

the war 

9. What literary devices does Arasanayagam use to evoke the 

atmosphere of the poem? 

A) Alliteration and onomatopoeia B) Metaphor and hyperbole 

C) Simile and personification D) Imagery and symbolism 

10. What is the significance of the title "Two Dead Soldiers"? 

A) It emphasizes the brutality of war 

B) It highlights the personal toll of conflict 

C) It suggests a specific historical event 

D) It symbolizes national mourning 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. How does the poem explore the concept of memory and 

remembrance? 

The poem explores memory through the portrayal of the soldiers' 

graves and the wildflowers that grow over them, symbolizing how the dead 

are remembered and honored. 

2. How does the setting contribute to the mood of the poem? 

 The natural setting of the soldiers' graves, with wildflowers and the 

setting sun, creates a somber and reflective mood, emphasizing the peace 

and beauty amidst the tragedy. 

3. What is the significance of the poem's title "Two Dead Soldiers" in 

relation to its content? 

The title focuses attention on the individual human cost of war, 

emphasizing the personal stories and lives lost rather than the broader 

political or strategic aspects. 

4. Discuss how Jean Arasanayagam uses imagery and symbolism in 

"Two Dead Soldiers" to convey the devastating impact of war on 

individuals and societies. 

Jean Arasanayagam‘s poem "Two Dead Soldiers" delves deep into the 

profound impact of war through vivid imagery and powerful symbolism, 

highlighting its devastating consequences on individuals and societies. 

Arasanayagam employs striking imagery to depict the aftermath of war. 

She describes the soldiers‘ lifeless bodies lying side by side, their uniforms 

soaked in blood, and the silent, desolate battlefield. This imagery creates a 

haunting atmosphere, emphasizing the brutality and senselessness of war. It 

evokes a visceral response from the reader, immersing them in the stark 

realities faced by those affected by armed conflict. 

Symbolism plays a crucial role in the poem, particularly through the 

representation of the two dead soldiers. They symbolize the broader human 

cost of war, representing not only the lives lost in battle but also the shattered 

dreams and aspirations of individuals and families. The soldiers embody the 

innocence sacrificed and the personal tragedies endured in the name of 
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nationalistic fervor or political agendas. Their deaths serve as a poignant 

reminder of the indiscriminate nature of war, where lives are lost irrespective 

of personal motivations or aspirations. 

Arasanayagam uses the grief-stricken mother as a symbol of collective 

mourning and societal loss. The mother‘s lamentations and sorrow reflect the 

universal experience of grief felt by those who lose loved ones in conflict. Her 

emotional turmoil becomes a microcosm of the broader societal impact of war, 

challenging readers to confront the human toll beyond mere statistics or 

political rhetoric. 

5. Discuss the portrayal of grief and loss in "Two Dead Soldiers" by 

Jean Arasanayagam, focusing on how the poem captures the 

emotional turmoil of the mother. 

In "Two Dead Soldiers," Jean Arasanayagam masterfully portrays grief 

and loss through the poignant narrative of a mother mourning the death of her 

two sons in war. The poem delves into the profound emotional turmoil 

experienced by the mother, offering a powerful exploration of the human cost 

of conflict. 

Arasanayagam uses evocative imagery and emotive language to 

vividly depict the mother's grief. She describes the mother's anguish and 

sorrow at the sight of her sons' lifeless bodies, lying side by side on the 

battlefield. Lines such as "her mouth twisted in agony" and "tears coursing 

down her cheeks" vividly convey the depth of her emotional pain. This 

imagery not only creates a vivid portrayal of the mother's grief but also invites 

readers to empathize with her overwhelming sense of loss. 

Furthermore, the poem explores the psychological impact of grief on 

the mother. Arasanayagam captures her inner turmoil as she struggles to 

come to terms with the senseless deaths of her sons. The mother's reflections 

on their dreams and aspirations, now forever lost, highlight the devastating 

consequences of war on individual lives and familial bonds. Through the 

mother's perspective, Arasanayagam underscores the universal experience of 

mourning and the profound disruption caused by loss. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (10 MARKS) 
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Explore the Theme of “ Two Dead Soldiers " by Jean 

Arasanayagam. 

INTRODUCTION  

Jean Arasanayagam is a major creative voice in Sri Lankan writing in 

English. Through her writings she renders voice to the thousands of 

oppressed people around the Island of Sri Lanka. Her poem transports the 

reader to the civil war, where thousands lost their life. She records each and 

every incident as she too has been a victim through the long years of ethnic 

war. Being a painter as well as a poet, she gives a vivid picture of the disaster 

and the suffering of the multitude with the eyes of the painter and poet. The 

poems serve as a witness and a catharsis of pity and hope in coming out of 

that traumatic experience. For Jean it was both regeneration and a rerouting 

of her life and events, she never fails to depict the atrocious act of the 

hegemony. 

TWO DEAD SOLDIERS 

"Two Dead Soldiers" by Jean Arasanayagam is a poignant poem that 

addresses themes of loss, grief, the human cost of war, and the futility of 

conflict. Through vivid imagery and a personal narrative, Arasanayagam 

offers a critique of violence and invites readers to contemplate the profound 

consequences of war on individuals and society. 

LOSS AND GRIEF 

Personal Tragedy: The poem centers on the profound grief of a 

mother who has lost her two sons in war. It explores the deep emotional 

impact of their deaths on her life and family. 

Universal Sorrow: Through the personal narrative, Arasanayagam 

addresses the universal experience of loss and the enduring pain it causes. 

HUMAN COST OF WAR 

Senseless Violence: Arasanayagam critiques the senselessness of 

war and its devastating consequences on individuals and families. The deaths 

of the soldiers symbolize the broader human cost of armed conflict. 

Collateral Damage: The poem highlights how war indiscriminately 

claims lives, regardless of personal motivations or aspirations. 
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FUTILITY OF CONFLICT 

Critique of War: The poem serves as a critique of war, emphasizing 

its futility and the tragic outcomes it produces. Arasanayagam questions the 

reasons for war and its impact on society. 

Reflection on Violence: It prompts readers to reflect on the perpetual 

cycle of violence and its destructive nature, both physically and emotionally. 

MOURNING AND REMEMBRANCE 

Honoring Memory: Arasanayagam explores themes of mourning and 

remembrance, highlighting the importance of honoring the memories of those 

lost in war. 

Coping with Loss: The poem delves into how individuals cope with 

profound loss and the ways in which memories endure despite death. 

CRITIQUE OF SOCIETAL INDIFFERENCE 

Social Commentary: Arasanayagam subtly critiques societal 

indifference towards the human toll of war. The poem challenges readers to 

confront the apathy or numbness that can accompany distant conflicts. 

SYMBOLISM AND IMAGERY 

Symbolic Representation: The two dead soldiers symbolize the 

broader casualties of war, representing the countless lives lost and families 

shattered by armed conflict. 

Vivid Imagery: Arasanayagam employs vivid imagery—such as 

descriptions of blood-soaked uniforms and the silent aftermath of battle—to 

evoke the visceral realities of war and its aftermath. 

IDENTITY AND NATIONALISM 

Loss of Identity: The poem subtly explores how the deaths of the 

soldiers contribute to the erosion of personal and national identities. It reflects 

on the sacrifices made in the name of nationalism and patriotism. 

National Trauma: Arasanayagam addresses the broader implications 

of war on national identity, questioning the narratives that justify conflict and 

its impact on collective memory. 

HOPE AND REDEMPTION 
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Search for Meaning: Amidst the despair, Arasanayagam suggests a 

search for meaning and redemption in the aftermath of loss. The poem hints 

at the possibility of healing and resilience through memory and community 

support. 

CONCLUSION 

"Two Dead Soldiers" by Jean Arasanayagam deepen the exploration of 

themes such as identity, nationalism, memory, trauma, resilience, and ethical 

reflection. They enrich our understanding of how the poem addresses the 

profound impact of war on individuals and societies, inviting readers to 

contemplate its lasting consequences and moral dimensions. 

 

SECTION 3.1: Walter Benjamin- Unpacking My 

Library 

 

 

 

WALTER BENJAMIN   

Walter Benjamin was a German Jewish philosopher, cultural critic, and 

essayist, known for his pioneering work in literary criticism, philosophy, and 

cultural theory. He was born on July 15, 1892, in Berlin, Germany, and 

tragically died by suicide on September 26, 1940, near the Spanish-French 

border while fleeing from the Nazis. 
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Benjamin's work spans a wide range of topics, including literature, art, 

history, politics, and technology. He was associated with the Frankfurt School 

of critical theory, along with thinkers like Theodor Adorno and Max 

Horkheimer, but his ideas also intersect with phenomenology, Marxism, and 

surrealism. 

"The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction": In this 

influential essay, Benjamin explores how the advent of technologies like 

photography and film fundamentally alters the way art is experienced and 

understood. 

"Theses on the Philosophy of History": Benjamin's final work, these theses 

reflect on history, progress, and the role of the historian. He introduces the 

concept of the "angel of history," who is propelled into the future while facing 

backward, witnessing a pile of catastrophes representing human history. 

"The Arcades Project": A monumental, unfinished work, "The Arcades 

Project" is a sprawling exploration of 19th-century Parisian culture, blending 

historical analysis, cultural criticism, and philosophical reflection. 

"One-Way Street": This collection of essays and reflections covers a wide 

range of topics, from the experience of urban life to the nature of language 

and storytelling. 

"Walter Benjamin's 'Unpacking My Library' explores the intimate 

relationship between a collector and their books. He reflects on how books 

are not just possessions but vessels of memory, knowledge, and experience. 

Benjamin sees his library as a reflection of his self, a curated collection that 

speaks to his intellectual journey and personal history. He discusses the act of 

unpacking books after a move as a ritual that renews his connection with each 

volume, recalling the circumstances in which he acquired them and the ideas 

they represent. Overall, Benjamin celebrates the profound significance of 

books as more than mere objects, but as companions that shape one's 

identity and understanding of the world." 

Benjamin's writing is characterized by its richness, complexity, and 

interdisciplinary approach. He often combined literary analysis with 

philosophical speculation and cultural critique, offering unique insights into the 



CDOE - ODL B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER IV  

 

130 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

modern condition. Despite his relatively limited output during his lifetime, 

Benjamin's work has had a profound and lasting impact on fields such as 

literary theory, cultural studies, and philosophy, influencing thinkers across 

generations. 

SUMMARY 

 ―Unpacking My Library: A Speech on Collecting,‖ was written by 

Walter Benjamin in the year 1931. In this essay he talks about the readers‘ 

relationship to their books. Benjamin was moving from the house and life that 

he shared with his wife and stayed in a small furnished apartment. There he 

lived an isolated life. He narrates the experience in his personal library and 

out of the heaps in which they had been inaccessibly stored for the previous 

two years. He has a large number of books but there is no enough space in 

the room for those volumes. So, he is identifying the value of each book. 

"Unpacking My Library" by Walter Benjamin is an essay that delves into the 

deep personal and philosophical aspects of book collecting and the 

relationship between a reader and their library. 

Benjamin begins by describing the physical act of unpacking his library 

after a move. He reflects on how each book he handles brings back memories 

of where and when he acquired it, as well as the circumstances and emotions 

surrounding that acquisition. This process, he argues, is not just a practical 

task but a ritual that renews his connection with his collection 

Benjamin sees his library not merely as a repository of knowledge, but 

as a reflection of his self and his intellectual journey. Each book represents a 

chapter in his life, a tangible embodiment of the experiences and interests that 

have shaped him. He emphasizes that his collection is not static; rather, it is a 

dynamic entity that evolves with him over time. 

Benjamin describes an important fact about the academic life. The 

journey of collecting books and documents during scholarly life are 

momentous not for their subjects, but of our selves. A project involves 

collection of data and understanding of the text. Same way Benjamin in 

unpacking his library was able to find a new order and meaning in his shelves. 
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 He talks about the different ways of possessing books. The first way 

involves borrowing a book and then not returning it. Students buy their 

textbook in a bookshop. A man purchases a book for his lover as a 

present.  Some purchase book to read in their train journey. A collector is 

much more planned in his purchasing methods. They have a great experience 

about the place where they can get books, the antique shops. Apart from 

buying books in stores auctions are another ground for buying books. But this 

method is more dangerous as the collector needs to pay great attention not 

only to the books but also to other bidders. 

The essay explores the psychology of collecting and the personal 

significance of possessions. Benjamin suggests that collectors form emotional 

attachments to their books, viewing them almost as living entities with which 

they have a personal relationship. He contrasts this personal relationship with 

the more detached, commodified view of books as mere objects of exchange 

or consumption. 

Furthermore, Benjamin touches on the social and cultural dimensions 

of book collecting. He discusses how a library can serve as a microcosm of 

knowledge and culture, reflecting the broader intellectual currents and 

interests of its owner. He notes that each book in his collection is not just a 

solitary item, but part of a larger network of ideas and conversations. 

In "Unpacking My Library," Walter Benjamin reflects on the act of 

unpacking his collection of books after a move. He describes his library as a 

personal archive and extension of his identity, filled with books that hold 

memories of where and when he acquired them. Benjamin explores the 

relationship between a collector and their books, emphasizing how each 

volume represents not just knowledge but also the experiences and 

circumstances of its acquisition. He sees the act of unpacking as a ritual that 

reconnects him with his collection, allowing him to revisit the ideas and 

emotions associated with each book. Ultimately, Benjamin celebrates the 

profound connection between a reader and their library, highlighting how 

books shape one's intellectual and personal life. 
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At the end of this essay Benjamin returns to his past memories. Each 

book reminds him of the place in which he bought it. The past layout of his life 

is coming before him. He recalls his childhood days spend in Berlin and Paris. 

Tyler Cowen claims that we buy books in order to enhance our sense of self. 

Benjamin states that the relationship of the book collector will have a less 

understanding compared to the original collector ―the phenomenon of 

collecting loses its meaning as it loses its personal owner‖. Thus the writer 

brings out the bliss found in a book collector. 

Overall, "Unpacking My Library" is a meditation on the profound 

connections between readers and their books, exploring themes of memory, 

identity, and intellectual curiosity. Benjamin's reflective and introspective style 

invites readers to consider their own relationship with their personal 

collections and the ways in which books enrich and define our lives. 

Key Themes: 

Benjamin, as a writer collecting books, finds that the act of collecting 

―borders on the chaos of memories‖ (59). Collections are rarely begun without 

some attachment to the object, some memory tied to the physical thing. Even 

within large book collections, the fringes are made up of albums, non-bound 

books, and other things that could be construed as meaningless to anyone 

other than the owner. 

Collections are not things that are useful every day. In the example of 

books, most of the books on a collector‘s shelf are unread and the books that 

are read are more likely to be given away. Collections have some level of 

sacredness, in that they are set apart from the profane and daily. 

Additionally, creating a collection plays on humankind‘s competitive 

nature. In the case of auctions, bidders who are hoping to collect must also 

take into account the responses of their counterparts. In many ways, 

collecting is about possessing something other people do not. 

Collections are most powerful when they are intimately tied to the owner. 

Benjamin states: ―the phenomenon of collecting loses its meaning as it loses 

its personal owner‖ (67). While there are collections that are useful to the 

public that exist long after the original collector has passed, the personal 
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collections and the relationship to the collector create meaning beyond the 

physical objects. 

 

Reflection: 

Benjamin notes that collecting is an intensely personal business. 

Collections are worthless unless those who do the collecting see some 

attachment to the objects. His book collection holds not only the knowledge 

on the pages, but the memories of where he first read the book, how it 

affected him, and past experiences directly related to these books. While his 

collection may have objectively valuable books – such as first editions – these 

are ordinary books that he has decided hold meaning. In class we discussed 

the impulse to collection things, anythings. We do not collect things because 

they necessarily give us something – many collections take money, take up 

space, and generally have no practical use. So we must understand 

collections from a different framework: it is not about practicality and 

objectivity as to why we collect things, such as books, but rather some innate 

desire to hold onto things with sentimental attachment. 

Key Elements and Concepts 

1. Aura: A term introduced by Benjamin referring to the unique quality or 

presence that objects, including books, possess due to their history, 

significance, or authenticity. 

2. Collector: An individual who gathers and accumulates objects, in this 

case, books, often motivated by personal interest, passion, or 

intellectual curiosity. 

3. Memory: The faculty by which the mind stores and recalls information, 

experiences, or impressions. Benjamin explores how books trigger 

memories and associations for the collector. 

4. Identity: The distinguishing characteristics or qualities that make an 

individual or group recognizable. Benjamin reflects on how a collector's 

identity is shaped by their collection of books. 

5. Curation: The process of selecting, organizing, and presenting objects, 

such as books, in a deliberate and meaningful way. Benjamin 
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discusses the role of curation in the collector's relationship with their 

library. 

6. Digitalization: The process of converting analog information into digital 

form. Benjamin contrasts the physicality of books with the increasing 

digitization of reading materials. 

7. Community: A group of people who share common interests, goals, or 

values. Benjamin hints at the sense of community among book 

collectors who share a passion for books and intellectual exchange. 

8. Time: The indefinite continued progress of existence and events in the 

past, present, and future. Benjamin explores how books serve as time 

capsules, preserving moments in the collector's life and intellectual 

journey. 

Self-Assessment Questions                                                

  

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. In "Unpacking My Library: A Talk about Book Collecting," Walter Benjamin 

introduces the concept of the "aura" of books, which refers to:  

A) The physical weight of the books.  

B) The unique quality or presence that books possess. 

C) The price value of rare books.  

D) The alphabetical arrangement of books on shelves. 

2. In "Unpacking My Library: A Talk about Book Collecting," Walter Benjamin 

reflects on the process of unpacking his library as:  

A) A mundane chore with no deeper significance. 

B) A journey through his own past and intellectual development.  

C) An opportunity to sell off unwanted books.  

D) A task to organize books alphabetically. 

3. In "Unpacking My Library: A Talk about Book Collecting" by Walter Benjamin, 

what does Benjamin suggest is the significance of the books in a collector's 

library?  

A) They are merely decorative objects to fill space. 

 B) They reflect the collector's status and wealth.  
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C) Each book possesses a unique aura, reflecting its history and 

significance. 

 D) They are primarily tools for intellectual competition. 

4. In "Unpacking My Library: A Talk about Book Collecting" by Walter Benjamin, 

what is one of the central themes regarding the act of unpacking the library?  

A) It is a tedious chore to be completed quickly. 

B) It represents a journey through the collector's past and 

intellectual development.  

C) It is an opportunity to discard unwanted books. 

 D) It is a chance to rearrange books by size and color. 

 

5. In "Unpacking My Library: A Talk about Book Collecting" by Walter Benjamin, 

what does Benjamin suggest is the role of books in shaping the collector's 

identity?  

A) They serve as status symbols. 

 B) They are primarily tools for entertainment. 

C) They reflect the collector's interests, values, and intellectual 

pursuits.  

D) They are used for educational purposes only. 

 

6. In "Unpacking My Library: A Talk about Book Collecting" by Walter 

Benjamin, what      

does Benjamin contrast with the experience of reading in a library? 

A) The organization of books by genre 

 B) The social aspect of borrowing books from others.  

C) The impersonal experience of handling individual books.  

D) The availability of digital books online. 

7. In "Unpacking My Library: A Talk about Book Collecting" by Walter 

Benjamin, what does Benjamin suggest is the primary motivation 

behind collecting books?  

A) A desire to impress others with a large collection.  

B) A quest to acquire rare and valuable editions.  
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C) An attempt to impose order on the chaos of the world. 

D) A need to fulfill societal expectations. 

8. According to Walter Benjamin in "Unpacking My Library," what does he 

consider to be the true value of a personal library? 

A. Its monetary worth and rare editions.  

B. Its aesthetic arrangement and organization.  

C. Its ability to reflect the owner's personality and 

experiences.  

D. Its size and quantity of books. 

9. According to Walter Benjamin in "Unpacking My Library," what does he 

suggest about the act of collecting books? 

A. It is a purely aesthetic endeavor focused on visual appeal. 

 B. It is driven by a desire for social status and prestige.  

C. It is an intellectual and emotional investment.  

D. It is a financial investment with potential returns. 

10.  According to Walter Benjamin in "Unpacking My Library," what aspect 

of a personal library does he emphasize as particularly important? 

A. The physical size and arrangement of the books. 

 B. The historical significance of the books.  

C. The memories and experiences associated with the 

books.  

D. The monetary value of the books. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What does Walter Benjamin introduce in "Unpacking My Library: A Talk 

about Book Collecting"?  

In the essay, Walter Benjamin introduces the concept of the "aura" of 

books, suggesting that each book possesses a unique quality or presence 

that reflects its history, significance, and authenticity. This idea emphasizes 

the personal and emotional connection between a collector and their books. 
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2. What does Walter Benjamin describe as a metaphorical journey in 

"Unpacking My Library: A Talk about Book Collecting"?  

In the essay, Benjamin describes the act of unpacking his library as more 

than just a practical task; rather, it is a metaphorical journey through his 

personal history and intellectual growth. Each book he unpacks triggers 

memories and associations, reconnecting him with his past self and reflecting 

the evolution of his thoughts and interests over time. 

3. What does Unpacking My Library mean? 

Sometime in 1931, Walter Benjamin wrote a short and now famous 

essay about readers' relationship to their books. He called it ―Unpacking My 

Library: A Speech on Collecting,‖ and he used the occasion of pulling his 

almost two thousand books out of their boxes to muse on the privileges and 

responsibilities of a reader. 

4. According to Walter Benjamin in "Unpacking My Library," what does he 

suggest 

      about the act of collecting books? 

In "Unpacking My Library," Walter Benjamin discusses the act of 

collecting books as more than a practical or financial pursuit. He argues that 

collecting books is an intellectual and emotional investment because each 

book holds personal significance and contributes to the collector's intellectual 

life. Benjamin describes how collecting books involves passion, dedication, 

and a desire for knowledge rather than mere acquisition for financial gain or 

social status. Therefore, according to Benjamin, collecting books is a 

meaningful endeavor that enriches one's intellectual and emotional 

landscape, reflecting a deep engagement with ideas and literature. 

5. According to Walter Benjamin in "Unpacking My Library," what 

aspect of a personal library does he emphasize as particularly 

important? 

In "Unpacking My Library," Walter Benjamin emphasizes the personal and 

experiential aspects of a personal library. He argues that each book in a 

personal library carries memories and experiences that are significant to the 

owner. Benjamin describes how the act of collecting books involves personal 
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attachments, intellectual pursuits, and the accumulation of memories over 

time. Therefore, according to Benjamin, the memories and experiences 

associated with the books hold greater importance than their physical 

arrangement, historical significance, or monetary value. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

Explore the Theme of “Unpacking My Library" by Walter 

Benjamin. 

INTRODUCTION  

Walter Benjamin was a German Jewish philosopher, cultural critic, and 

essayist, known for his pioneering work in literary criticism, philosophy, and 

cultural theory. He was born on July 15, 1892, in Berlin, Germany, and 

tragically died by suicide on September 26, 1940, near the Spanish-French 

border while fleeing from the Nazis. 

Benjamin's work spans a wide range of topics, including literature, art, 

history, politics, and technology. He was associated with the Frankfurt School 

of critical theory, along with thinkers like Theodor Adorno and Max 

Horkheimer, but his ideas also intersect with phenomenology, Marxism, and 

surrealism. 

Some of Benjamin's most famous works include: 

"The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction": In this 

influential essay, Benjamin explores how the advent of technologies like 

photography and film fundamentally alters the way art is experienced and 

understood. 

"Theses on the Philosophy of History": Benjamin's final work, these theses 

reflect on history, progress, and the role of the historian. He introduces the 

concept of the "angel of history," who is propelled into the future while facing 

backward, witnessing a pile of catastrophes representing human history. 

"The Arcades Project": A monumental, unfinished work, "The Arcades 

Project" is a sprawling exploration of 19th-century Parisian culture, blending 

historical analysis, cultural criticism, and philosophical reflection. 
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"One-Way Street": This collection of essays and reflections covers a wide 

range of topics, from the experience of urban life to the nature of language 

and storytelling. 

Benjamin's writing is characterized by its richness, complexity, and 

interdisciplinary approach. He often combined literary analysis with 

philosophical speculation and cultural critique, offering unique insights into the 

modern condition. Despite his relatively limited output during his lifetime, 

Benjamin's work has had a profound and lasting impact on fields such as 

literary theory, cultural studies, and philosophy, influencing thinkers across 

generations. 

THE UNNATURAL AND ACCIDENTAL WOMEN  

"Walter Benjamin's essay 'Unpacking My Library: A Talk about Book 

Collecting' offers a deep reflection on the relationship between a collector and 

their collection. Benjamin, a German Jewish intellectual, wrote this essay in 

1931. In it, he describes the act of unpacking his own library after it had been 

in storage for some time. 

Benjamin's essay goes beyond mere description of the physical act of 

unpacking books. It delves into the emotional and intellectual connections that 

a collector forms with their books. For Benjamin, each book represents a 

fragment of his own life, memory, and intellectual journey. He describes the 

process of unpacking as a journey through his own past, with each book 

triggering memories and associations. 

One of the central themes of the essay is the idea of the 'aura' of a 

book. Benjamin suggests that each book possesses a unique aura, a quality 

that reflects its history, its previous owners, and its place in the collector's life. 

He contrasts this with the more impersonal experience of reading in a library, 

where books are detached from their individual histories. 

'Unpacking My Library' is also a meditation on the nature of collecting 

itself. Benjamin explores the psychology of the collector, the desire to possess 

and arrange objects as a way of imposing order on the chaos of the world. He 

suggests that collecting is a form of storytelling, a way of constructing a 
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narrative of one's own life through the objects one chooses to surround 

oneself with. 

THE INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP WITH BOOKS: Benjamin explores the 

deeply personal connection between a collector and their books. He delves 

into the emotional attachment and the memories associated with each book in 

his collection. 

 THE ACT OF UNPACKING: Unpacking the library becomes a metaphorical 

journey through one's own history and intellectual development. Benjamin 

reflects on the process of unpacking as a way of rediscovering and 

reconnecting with his past self. 

THE AURA OF BOOKS: Benjamin introduces the concept of the "aura" of 

books, suggesting that each book possesses a unique quality that reflects its 

history and significance. He contrasts this with the more impersonal 

experience of reading in a library. 

COLLECTOR PSYCHOLOGY: Benjamin delves into the psychology of 

collecting, exploring the desire to possess and organize objects as a way of 

imposing order on one's surroundings. He suggests that collecting is a form of 

storytelling, a way of constructing a narrative of one's own life. 

MEMORY AND ASSOCIATION: Throughout the essay, Benjamin 

emphasizes the role of memory and association in the act of collecting. Each 

book triggers memories and associations, linking the collector to their past 

experiences and intellectual journey. 

THE COLLECTOR'S IDENTITY: Benjamin suggests that the collection of 

books becomes an integral part of the collector's identity, shaping how they 

see themselves and how they are perceived by others. The books they 

choose to collect reflect their interests, values, and intellectual pursuits. 

REFLECTIONS ON HISTORY AND CULTURE: In unpacking his library, 

Benjamin also reflects on broader cultural and historical themes. He considers 

the significance of books as cultural artifacts and the ways in which they 

shape our understanding of the past. 

THE ART OF COLLECTING: Finally, Benjamin celebrates the art of collecting 

itself, acknowledging the pleasure and satisfaction that comes from curating 
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and organizing a personal library. He suggests that the act of collecting is as 

much about the process as it is about the end result. 

COLLECTOR'S JOURNEY: 

Intellectual Odyssey: Benjamin portrays the act of collecting as a journey of 

intellectual exploration and discovery. 

Lifelong Pursuit: Collecting books becomes a lifelong pursuit, with each 

acquisition adding to the narrative of the collector's intellectual growth. 

 PHYSICAL VS. DIGITAL: 

Materiality of Books: Benjamin reflects on the materiality of books and the 

tactile experience of handling them. 

Digital Displacement: He contrasts the physicality of books with the increasing 

digitization of reading materials, raising questions about the impact on the 

collector's experience. 

 COLLECTOR COMMUNITY: 

Shared Passion: Benjamin hints at the camaraderie among collectors who 

share a passion for books and the exchange of ideas. 

Collecting Culture: He explores the broader culture of collecting and its role in 

fostering connections among enthusiasts. 

CURATORIAL CHOICES: 

Selective Curating: Benjamin discusses the process of selecting and curating 

books, reflecting the collector's tastes, interests, and intellectual pursuits. 

Organizational Systems: He considers the various ways collectors organize 

their libraries, from thematic arrangements to aesthetic considerations. 

 TIME AND TEMPORALITY: 

Time Capsules: Benjamin suggests that libraries serve as time capsules, 

preserving moments in the collector's life and intellectual journey. 

Timeless Appeal: Despite the passage of time, the appeal of books endures, 

serving as portals to different eras and worlds. 

PHILOSOPHICAL REFLECTIONS: 

Ontological Inquiry: Benjamin's essay delves into ontological questions about 

the nature of objects and their significance in human experience. 
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Existential Contemplation: He engages in existential reflections on the human 

condition, using the act of collecting as a lens to explore themes of memory, 

mortality, and meaning. 

CONCLUSION 

"Unpacking My Library" is a celebration of the art of collecting and the 

pleasures of curating a personal library. Benjamin's essay invites readers to 

consider the significance of their own collections, as well as the ways in which 

books shape our identities and understanding of the world. It stands as a 

timeless meditation on the enduring power of books and the profound impact 

they have on our lives. 

 

SECTION 3.2: Montaigne- Of Friendship 

MONTAIGNE   

Michel de Montaigne was a French philosopher, essayist, and 

statesman born on February 28, 1533, in the Aquitaine region of France. He is 

best known for popularizing the essay as a literary genre and for his profound 

reflections on human nature, morality, and the human condition. 

Montaigne's most famous work is his collection of essays titled "Essais" 

(Essays), which he began writing in 1572 and continued to revise and expand 

until his death in 1592. The essays cover a wide range of topics, including 

friendship, education, philosophy, religion, and politics. Montaigne used the 

essay form to explore his own thoughts and experiences, often drawing from 

classical literature and his personal observations.One of Montaigne's central 

philosophical themes is skepticism, which is reflected in his questioning of 

human knowledge and the limitations of human understanding. He famously 

declared, "Que sais-je?" ("What do I know?"), emphasizing the uncertainty 

and complexity of life. 

Montaigne's essays are characterized by their intimate and 

conversational style, as well as their exploration of the complexities of human 

nature. He rejected dogmatism and embraced a tolerant and open-minded 

approach to understanding the diversity of human beliefs and 

experiences.Montaigne's influence extends far beyond his own time, with his 
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essays remaining widely read and studied to this day. He is considered one of 

the most important figures of the French Renaissance and a key figure in the 

development of modern skepticism and humanism. 

SUMMARY 

 

In his essay "Of Friendship," Michel de Montaigne explores the nature, 

significance, and challenges of true friendship. He begins by highlighting the 

esteemed status of friendship, describing it as one of life's noblest and most 

valuable relationships. Montaigne believes that true friendship is 

characterized by mutual trust, affection, and loyalty, rather than mere utility or 

convenience. 

Montaigne emphasizes the importance of sincerity and openness in 

friendship, asserting that genuine friends should be able to share their 

thoughts and feelings without fear of judgment. He provides examples from 

classical literature and his own experiences to illustrate the qualities of true 

friendship, citing historical figures like Cicero and Laelius, as well as his close 

relationship with Étienne de La Boétie. 

While acknowledging the joys and benefits of friendship, Montaigne 

also addresses its challenges and complexities. He discusses the risks of 

betrayal and disappointment, as well as the conflicts and misunderstandings 

that can arise in any relationship. Despite these challenges, Montaigne 

argues that the rewards of true friendship far outweigh the risks, as it provides 
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companionship, support, and understanding during both joyful and difficult 

times. 

Overall, Montaigne's essay "Of Friendship" offers profound insights into 

the nature of genuine human connection. He reminds us of the enduring value 

of true friendship in enriching our lives and providing us with comfort and 

companionship along life's journey. 

Key Elements and Concepts                                                                                         

1. Friendship: A close and mutually beneficial relationship between 

individuals characterized by trust, affection, and loyalty. 

2. Esteemed: Highly regarded or respected. 

3. Noblest: Having the highest moral qualities; honorable. 

4. Sincerity: Genuine honesty and openness in one's thoughts, feelings, 

and actions. 

5. Mutual trust: A shared confidence or belief in each other's reliability 

and honesty. 

6. Affection: Feelings of fondness, warmth, and care towards another 

person. 

7. Loyalty: Faithfulness and commitment to a person or cause. 

8. Betrayal: The act of breaking trust or loyalty, often resulting in feelings 

of hurt or disappointment. 

9. Companionship: The state of being with someone and sharing 

experiences or activities. 

 Self-Assessment Questions                                            

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   (1 MARK)  

1. In Montaigne's essay "Of Friendship," what does Montaigne consider 

as one of the noblest and most valuable relationships? 

 A) Familial ties   B) Romantic partnerships   

 C) Friendship    D) Professional relationships 

2. According to Montaigne in "Of Friendship," what is one of the key 

characteristics of true friendship?  

A) Utility B) Convenience  C) Affection  D) Competition 
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3. What does Montaigne suggest is the significance of sincerity in 

friendship in "Of Friendship"?  

A) It ensures convenience in the relationship 

 B) It fosters competition among friends. 

C) It strengthens the bond between friends. 

 D) It leads to conflicts and misunderstandings. 

4. In "Of Friendship," Montaigne contrasts true friendship with which of 

the following? 

 A) Familial relationships    B) Business partnerships  

C) Casual acquaintanceships   D) Rivalries 

5. What does Montaigne believe is the primary motivation behind true 

friendship in "Of Friendship"?  

A) Mutual convenience  B) Shared interests  

C) Utility    D) Genuine affection and loyalty 

6. According to Montaigne in "Of Friendship," what is one of the risks 

associated with friendship?  

A) Utility    B) Convenience   C) Betrayal   D) 

Competition 

7. In Montaigne's essay "Of Friendship," he emphasizes that true 

friendship is characterized by: 

A. Mutual financial support and business partnerships. 

B. Shared interests and hobbies. 

C. Complete honesty and trust. 

D. Social status and hierarchy. 

8. According to Montaigne in "Of Friendship," what role does adversity 

play in testing true friendship? 

A. Adversity reveals the true character and virtues of friends. 

B. Adversity creates distance and strain in friendships. 

C. Adversity is irrelevant to the strength of true friendships. 

D. Adversity strengthens friendships only if financial support is 

provided. 
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9. Montaigne's view of friendship in "Of Friendship" can be characterized 

as: 

A. Utilitarian, emphasizing mutual benefit and utility. 

B. Romantic, focusing on emotional intensity and passion. 

C. Stoic, advocating for detachment and self-reliance. 

D. Humanistic, valuing mutual respect and understanding. 

10. According to Montaigne in "Of Friendship," what does he criticize about 

idealized notions of friendship? 

A. They focus too much on material gifts and favors. 

B. They emphasize loyalty to one's country over personal relationships. 

C. They neglect the importance of individuality and personal flaws. 

D. They idealize perfection and ignore the complexities of human 

nature. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What is friendship according to Montaigne? 

As he describes it, a true friend should put his best friend above all else 

and be loyal to him above anyone else. According to de Montaigne, having 

multiple friends would create conflict, as these friends may have conflicting 

interests and it would not be clear who should be put first. 

2. What is the main theme of the friendship? 

During friendship, people unite and share happiness and sorrow in their life 

with each other. People not only participate in good times but also support 

friends in bad times. Some people have the nature of befriending others as a 

hobby, while some people have the nature of fulfilling their needs from others. 

3. Discuss Montaigne's views on friendship as presented in his essay "Of 

Friendship."How does Montaigne define true friendship, and what are 

the key qualities he believes are  essential for genuine friendships? 

In his essay "Of Friendship," Montaigne offers profound insights into 

the nature of true friendship, which he views as a cornerstone of human 

happiness and fulfillment. Montaigne defines true friendship not merely as a 

relationship of convenience or utility, but as a bond based on mutual affection, 
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trust, and respect. He emphasizes several key qualities that he believes are 

essential for genuine friendships. 

Firstly, Montaigne argues for complete honesty and openness between 

friends. He values the ability to confide in one another without fear of 

judgment or betrayal. Montaigne writes, "It is not so much our friends' help 

that helps us, as the confidence of their help." This underscores his belief that 

true friendship is grounded in sincere communication and mutual 

understanding. 

Secondly, Montaigne emphasizes the importance of loyalty and 

steadfastness in friendships. He criticizes superficial relationships that are 

based on fleeting interests or material benefits. Instead, Montaigne values 

friendships that endure through adversity and stand the test of time. He 

writes, "If you press me to say why I loved him, I feel that this cannot be 

expressed, except by answering: Because it was he, because it was I." 

Furthermore, Montaigne acknowledges the complexities and 

imperfections of human nature within friendships. He argues against idealized 

notions of friendship that ignore the reality of human flaws. Montaigne values 

friendships that embrace individuality and differences, rather than expecting 

perfection from one another. 

4. How does Montaigne define the role of adversity in testing true 

friendship in "Of Friendship"? 

In "Of Friendship," Montaigne argues that adversity serves as a crucial test 

of true friendship. He believes that true friends reveal their loyalty, support, 

and genuine care for each other when faced with challenges or hardships. 

Montaigne writes, "For as much as the soul is cleansed by its sufferings, if it 

be good, so is it purified by its friendships." This suggests that adversity not 

only tests but also strengthens true friendships, as friends stand by each other 

through difficult times, offering comfort, encouragement, and unwavering 

support. Montaigne values friendships that endure through adversity, seeing 
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them as a testament to the depth and authenticity of the bond between 

individuals. 

5. According to Montaigne, how does true friendship contribute to 

human happiness and well-being? 

Montaigne argues in "Of Friendship" that true friendship contributes 

significantly to human happiness and well-being by providing companionship, 

mutual support, and emotional satisfaction. He believes that genuine 

friendships fulfill innate human needs for connection and understanding. 

Montaigne emphasizes that true friends share joys and sorrows, offering 

comfort and solace during difficult times. He writes, "The most fruitful and 

natural exercise of our mind is, in my opinion, conversation," highlighting the 

enriching and fulfilling nature of meaningful friendships. According to 

Montaigne, true friends enhance each other's lives by fostering mutual 

respect, trust, and affection, creating a sense of belonging and emotional 

fulfillment that contributes positively to overall well-being. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

Explore the Theme of “Of Friendship " by Montaigne. 

INTRODUCTION  

Michel de Montaigne was a French philosopher, essayist, and 

statesman born on February 28, 1533, in the Aquitaine region of France. He is 

best known for popularizing the essay as a literary genre and for his profound 

reflections on human nature, morality, and the human condition. 

Montaigne's most famous work is his collection of essays titled "Essais" 

(Essays), which he began writing in 1572 and continued to revise and expand 

until his death in 1592. The essays cover a wide range of topics, including 

friendship, education, philosophy, religion, and politics. Montaigne used the 

essay form to explore his own thoughts and experiences, often drawing from 

classical literature and his personal observations. 

One of Montaigne's central philosophical themes is skepticism, which is 

reflected in his questioning of human knowledge and the limitations of human 
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understanding. He famously declared, "Que sais-je?" ("What do I know?"), 

emphasizing the uncertainty and complexity of life. 

Montaigne's essays are characterized by their intimate and 

conversational style, as well as their exploration of the complexities of human 

nature. He rejected dogmatism and embraced a tolerant and open-minded 

approach to understanding the diversity of human beliefs and experiences. 

Montaigne's influence extends far beyond his own time, with his essays 

remaining widely read and studied to this day. He is considered one of the 

most important figures of the French Renaissance and a key figure in the 

development of modern skepticism and humanism. 

OF FRIENDSHIP 

"Of Friendship" is an essay by Michel de Montaigne, a French 

philosopher and essayist of the Renaissance era. In this essay, Montaigne 

explores the nature, significance, and complexities of true friendship. 

Montaigne begins by extolling the virtues of friendship, considering it as 

one of life's noblest and most valuable relationships. He emphasizes that true 

friendship is characterized by mutual trust, affection, and loyalty, rather than 

being merely a matter of utility or convenience. 

THE NOBLEST RELATIONSHIP: 

Friendship as Noble: Montaigne considers friendship as one of the 

noblest and most valuable relationships, emphasizing its significance in 

human life. 

QUALITIES OF TRUE FRIENDSHIP: 

Mutual Trust and Loyalty: Montaigne highlights the importance of 

mutual trust, affection, and loyalty in true friendship, distinguishing it from 

superficial connections. 

Sincerity and Openness: He emphasizes the need for sincerity and openness 

in fostering genuine friendships, allowing for the sharing of thoughts and 

feelings without fear of judgment. 

HISTORICAL AND LITERARY EXAMPLES: 
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Classical and Personal References: Montaigne draws upon examples 

from classical literature and his own experiences to illustrate the qualities and 

challenges of friendship. 

CHALLENGES AND RISKS: 

Betrayal and Disappointment: Montaigne acknowledges the risks of 

betrayal and disappointment in friendships, reflecting on the potential conflicts 

and misunderstandings that may arise. 

BENEFITS AND REWARDS: 

Companionship and Support: Despite the challenges, Montaigne 

argues that the rewards of true friendship, including companionship, support, 

and understanding, far outweigh the risks. 

ENRICHING HUMAN EXPERIENCE: 

Enriching Life's Journey: Montaigne suggests that true friendship 

enriches our lives and provides us with comfort and companionship along 

life's journey, enhancing the human experience. 

PHILOSOPHICAL REFLECTIONS: 

Human Nature and Relationships: Montaigne offers philosophical 

reflections on human nature and the nature of relationships, exploring the 

complexities of friendship. 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: 

Renaissance Perspectives: Montaigne's exploration of friendship 

reflects the intellectual and cultural milieu of the Renaissance period, drawing 

upon classical and humanist ideals. 

PERSONAL EXPERIENCE: 

Montaigne's Relationships: Through personal anecdotes and 

reflections, Montaigne provides insights into his own experiences of 

friendship, enriching the essay with autobiographical elements. 

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS: 

Virtue and Morality: Montaigne considers friendship within the 

framework of virtue and morality, exploring the ethical dimensions of human 

relationships. 

LITERARY STYLE: 
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Essayistic Form: Montaigne's essay exemplifies the essayistic form, 

characterized by its informal and reflective style, inviting readers to engage 

with the author's thoughts and experiences. 

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE: 

Enduring Values: Montaigne's exploration of friendship highlights its 

enduring significance across cultures and time periods, reflecting universal 

human experiences and values. 

CONCLUSION 

Of Friendship" by Montaigne, the essayist reiterates the profound 

significance of true friendship in human life. Montaigne reflects on the 

qualities and experiences discussed throughout the essay, emphasizing the 

enduring value of genuine companionship, trust, and loyalty.He acknowledges 

the challenges and risks associated with friendship, including the potential for 

betrayal and disappointment. However, Montaigne contends that the rewards 

of true friendship far outweigh the risks, enriching our lives and providing us 

with comfort and support during both joyful and difficult times. 

Montaigne's conclusion leaves readers with a deeper understanding of 

the profound value of true friendship, reminding us of the enduring 

significance of genuine human connection in enriching our lives and providing 

us with comfort and companionship along life's journey. 

SECTION 4.1: Marie Clements- The Unnatural 

and 

Accidental Women 

MARIE CLEMENTS  

Marie Clements is a Canadian playwright, screenwriter, director, and 

filmmaker known for her compelling works that explore Indigenous themes, 

histories, and experiences. Marie Clements was born in 1962 in British 

Columbia, Canada, and is of Métis, Anishinaabe, and Irish descent. Growing 

up in a diverse cultural environment, Clements developed a deep appreciation 

for storytelling and the arts from a young age. Clements began her career as 

a playwright, writing powerful and thought-provoking plays that tackle issues 
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such as Indigenous identity, colonialism, and social justice. Her works often 

blend elements of Indigenous mythology, history, and contemporary 

storytelling to create compelling narratives that resonate with audiences.Some 

of Clements' notable plays include "The Unnatural and Accidental Women" 

(2000), "Burning Vision" (2002), and "The Edward Curtis Project" (2010). 

These works have been staged across Canada and internationally, earning 

Clements critical acclaim and recognition for her innovative approach to 

theatre. 

In addition to her work in theatre, Clements has also made significant 

contributions to the world of film and television. She has written and directed 

several award-winning films, including "The Road Forward" (2017), a 

documentary musical that explores Indigenous activism and resistance in 

Canada. Marie Clements' contributions to Canadian theatre and film have 

been widely recognized and celebrated. She has received numerous awards 

and honors for her work, including the Jessie Richardson Theatre Award for 

Outstanding Original Script and the Canada Council's Victor Martyn Lynch-

Staunton Award for Theatre. In addition to her artistic achievements, 

Clements is also known for her advocacy and mentorship within the 

Indigenous arts community, supporting emerging Indigenous artists and 

fostering greater representation and diversity in Canadian theatre and film.  

SUMMARY 
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PLOT SUMMARY 

"The Unnatural and Accidental Women" by Marie Clements is a 

powerful and multifaceted play that delves into the lives of Indigenous women 

in Vancouver's Downtown Eastside. Through a series of interconnected 

stories, it explores themes of identity, family, community, and the pervasive 

violence faced by Indigenous women in Canadian society. 

The play begins with Bella, a waitress at The Raven, a bar in the 

Downtown Eastside, narrating the stories of several Indigenous women who 

have gone missing or died under mysterious circumstances. These women, 

known as "the unnatural and accidental," become a central focus of the 

narrative, representing the systemic violence and marginalization experienced 

by Indigenous communities. 

As the play unfolds, Bella's personal journey takes center stage. She 

learns that her mother, Esther, was murdered, sparking a quest for truth and 

justice that drives the narrative forward. Bella's investigation leads her to 

confront her estranged father, Andrew, and grapple with her own Indigenous 

identity and family history.Alongside Bella's story, the play introduces other 

characters who are affected by the epidemic of violence against Indigenous 

women. Detective Roberta, a non-Indigenous police officer, becomes involved 

in the case and forms an unlikely alliance with Bella as they work together to 

uncover the truth behind the disappearances.As Bella and Roberta delve 

deeper into the mystery, they encounter resistance and obstacles from both 

within and outside the community. They face skepticism from the police force 

and struggle to navigate the complexities of Indigenous identity and cultural 

heritage. 

Throughout the play, flashbacks and dream sequences offer glimpses 

into the lives of the missing women, humanizing their experiences and 

emphasizing the interconnectedness of their stories. These moments of 

reflection underscore the urgent need for justice and accountability in 

addressing the violence faced by Indigenous women.As tensions escalate, 

Bella and her allies come closer to identifying the serial killer responsible for 
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the disappearances. In a dramatic climax, Bella confronts the killer and risks 

her own life to save others, ultimately sacrificing herself in the process. 

"The Unnatural and Accidental Women" concludes with a poignant 

reflection on the ongoing struggles faced by Indigenous communities and the 

resilience of Indigenous women in the face of adversity. The play serves as a 

powerful indictment of systemic racism and colonial violence while also 

celebrating the strength and solidarity of Indigenous peoples. 

Overall, "The Unnatural and Accidental Women" is a deeply moving 

and thought-provoking exploration of Indigenous identity and the ongoing 

legacy of colonization in Canada. Through its compelling characters and 

evocative storytelling, it challenges audiences to confront the uncomfortable 

truths of Canada's past and present while offering hope for a more just and 

equitable future. 

"The Unnatural and Accidental Women" by Marie Clements is structured into 

five acts, each revealing different layers of the story. Here's a summary of 

each act: 

Act 1: The play opens in a bar called The Raven in Vancouver's 

Downtown Eastside. Bella, a waitress, narrates the stories of several 

Indigenous women who have gone missing or died under suspicious 

circumstances. Bella's narration sets the tone for the rest of the play, 

highlighting the vulnerability and struggles faced by Indigenous women in 

society. 

Act 2: The focus shifts to Bella's personal life as she grapples with her 

own identity and family history. She learns that her mother, Esther, was 

murdered, and she begins to unravel the mystery surrounding her mother's 

death and the disappearances of other Indigenous women. Bella's search for 

answers leads her to confront her estranged father, Andrew, and delve 

deeper into her Indigenous heritage. 

Act 3: Bella's investigation intensifies as she teams up with Detective 

Roberta and other community members to uncover the truth behind the 

disappearances. They uncover evidence pointing to a serial killer targeting 
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Indigenous women, prompting them to intensify their efforts to stop the 

perpetrator and seek justice for the victims. 

Act 4: Tensions escalate as Bella and her allies come closer to 

identifying the serial killer. Meanwhile, Bella grapples with her own inner 

demons and struggles to come to terms with her past. She faces obstacles 

and setbacks but remains determined to uncover the truth and protect her 

community from further harm. 

Act 5: The play reaches its climax as Bella confronts the serial killer 

and risks her own life to save others. In a dramatic and poignant finale, Bella's 

fate intertwines with that of the other missing women, highlighting the ongoing 

struggles faced by Indigenous communities and the urgent need for systemic 

change. 

Overall, "The Unnatural and Accidental Women" is a powerful and 

thought-provoking exploration of Indigenous identity, resilience, and the 

ongoing epidemic of violence against Indigenous women in Canada. Through 

Bella's journey, the play sheds light on the systemic injustices that perpetuate 

this violence and the importance of community solidarity in the fight for justice. 

CHARACTERS 

Bella: The protagonist of the play, Bella is a waitress at The Raven, a bar in 

Vancouver's Downtown Eastside. She is on a quest to uncover the truth 

behind the disappearance and murder of Indigenous women, including her 

own mother, Esther. Bella grapples with her Indigenous identity and family 

history throughout the play. 

Esther: Bella's mother, Esther, is one of the missing women whose story is 

central to the narrative. She was murdered under mysterious circumstances, 

sparking Bella's quest for justice. Through flashbacks and memories, Esther's 

character sheds light on the struggles faced by Indigenous women in 

Canadian society. 

 Andrew: Bella's estranged father, Andrew, plays a complex role in the story. 

He is revealed to be a prominent figure in the community with ties to powerful 

individuals, adding layers of intrigue to Bella's investigation. Andrew's strained 
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relationship with Bella and his involvement in Esther's death contribute to the 

tension and drama of the narrative. 

Detective Roberta: A non-Indigenous police officer, Detective Roberta 

becomes involved in the case of the missing women and forms an alliance 

with Bella. Despite initial skepticism from both Bella and the community, 

Roberta proves to be a valuable ally in the fight for justice. Her character 

highlights the complexities of navigating law enforcement in Indigenous 

communities. 

Various Missing Women: Throughout the play, the stories of several missing 

Indigenous women are woven into the narrative, collectively known as "the 

unnatural and accidental." These women represent the broader epidemic of 

violence faced by Indigenous women in Canadian society and serve as a 

poignant reminder of the human cost of systemic injustice. 

 Community Members: The play features a diverse cast of community 

members who are affected by the disappearances and violence in different 

ways. From friends and family members of the missing women to activists and 

advocates fighting for change, these characters contribute to the richness and 

complexity of the story. 

 

 Key Elements and Concepts 

  

1. Downtown Eastside: Refers to a neighborhood in Vancouver, 

Canada, known for its high levels of poverty, homelessness, and drug 

addiction. It's also a place where many Indigenous people reside. 

2. Colonization: The process by which a foreign power establishes 

control over a territory and its people, often involving the displacement, 

subjugation, and exploitation of Indigenous populations. 

3. Intergenerational Trauma: The transmission of trauma and its effects 

across generations, often stemming from historical experiences of 

colonization, genocide, and cultural suppression. 

4. Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG): A 

term used to describe the disproportionate rates of violence and 
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homicide experienced by Indigenous women and girls in Canada and 

other countries. 

5. Systemic Racism: Refers to the ways in which societal institutions and 

structures perpetuate racial inequality and discrimination, often 

resulting in disparities in access to resources, opportunities, and 

justice. 

6. Cultural Identity: The sense of belonging and attachment to one's 

cultural heritage, including traditions, language, customs, and spiritual 

beliefs. 

7. Intersectionality: A concept that recognizes the interconnected nature 

of social identities, such as race, gender, class, and sexuality, and how 

they intersect to shape individual experiences of privilege and 

oppression. 

8. Indigenous Sovereignty: The inherent right of Indigenous peoples to 

self-governance, autonomy, and control over their lands, resources, 

and cultural practices. 

9. Resilience: The ability to withstand and overcome adversity, often in 

the face of systemic injustice and oppression. 

10. Community Solidarity: The mutual support and cooperation among 

members of a community, particularly in the context of collective 

struggles for justice and social change. 

11. Cultural Reclamation: The process of rediscovering, revitalizing, and 

reclaiming Indigenous cultural practices, languages, and traditions that 

have been suppressed or lost due to colonization. 

12. Stereotypes: Simplified and often negative assumptions or beliefs 

about a particular group of people, often based on race, ethnicity, or 

cultural background. 

Self-Assessment Questions                                                

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   ( 1 MARK)  

1. What is the primary setting of "The Unnatural and Accidental Women"? 

A) Vancouver  B) Toronto   C) Montreal   D) Calgary  

2. Who is the protagonist of the play?  
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A) Susan   B) Roberta   C) Rebecca   D) Bella  

3. What is the central theme of "The Unnatural and Accidental Women"? 

 A) Family dynamics   B) Indigenous identity    

   C) Environmental conservation   D) Political activism  

4. What is the name of the bar where Bella works?  

A) The Roxy   B) The Moose   

C) The Raven  D) The Fox  

5. Who is responsible for the disappearance of several Indigenous 

women in the play?  

A) The police  B) Bella  

 C) A serial killer  D) Bella's father  

6. What is the relationship between Bella and her father, Andrew?  

A) Estranged  B) Loving    

C) Indifferent   D) Hostile  

7. How does Bella's mother, Esther, die?  

A) Suicide   B) Car accident  

C) Illness   D) Murder  

8.  What role does Roberta play in the story?  

A) Bella's best friend  

B) A detective investigating the disappearances  

C) Bella's sister  

D) The owner of the bar where Bella works  

9. What does Bella discover about her own identity throughout the play?  

A) She is adopted    

B) She is the daughter of a powerful politician  

C) She is descended from a long line of Indigenous healers    

D) She is a reincarnation of an ancient goddess  

10.  How does the play end? 

  A) Bella reconciles with her father 

  B) The serial killer is apprehended  

   C) Bella discovers her true heritage 

   D) Bella disappears like the other women  
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Who is Rebecca in unnatural and accidental women? 

Carmen Moore plays Rebecca, a woman who sets out to find her 

aboriginal mother whom she has never known. Her search area is the dirty 

and dangerous mean streets that are being stalked by a serial killer (Callum 

Keith Rennie), who preys on marginalized native women. 

2. What is surrealism in unnatural and accidental women? 

The surrealistic setting allows Clem- ents to portray the isolation of the 

characters and their desire for human connection and affection. The women's 

lives are bleak and without colour, but they are unique individuals yearning to 

love and be loved.  

3. What is the theme of the unnatural and accidental? 

The Unnatural and Accidental Women concerns the murders of many 

women (most of whom were middle-aged Native women) by a serial killer in 

Vancouver during the 1980s. Gilbert Paul Jordan, a barber, killed his victims 

by forcing them to drink alcohol to the point of toxicity. 

4. What is the play unnatural and accidental women about? 

The Unnatural and Accidental Women re-imagines the murders of 10 

middle-aged Native women by a serial killer in Vancouver during the 1980s. 

Clements' titling of the play draws attention to the problematic reporting of the 

Native women's deaths- the coroner's reports found the deaths ―unnatural and 

accidental‖. 

5. Discuss the significance of Bella's journey in "The Unnatural and 

Accidental Women" by Marie Clements.  

Bella's journey in "The Unnatural and Accidental Women" is profound and 

multifaceted, serving as the central narrative thread that weaves together 

themes of identity, family, systemic injustice, and the resilience of Indigenous 

communities. 

Firstly, Bella's journey is emblematic of the broader struggle faced by 

Indigenous women in Canadian society. As the protagonist, Bella confronts 

the epidemic of violence and disappearances plaguing Indigenous 

communities, including the murder of her own mother, Esther. Her quest for 
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truth and justice reflects the urgent need to address the systemic failures of 

law enforcement and societal institutions in protecting Indigenous women and 

girls.Furthermore, Bella's journey is deeply personal, as she grapples with 

questions of identity and belonging. Throughout the play, Bella navigates the 

complexities of her Indigenous heritage, uncovering her family history and 

reconnecting with her cultural roots. Her journey of self-discovery highlights 

the resilience and strength of Indigenous identity in the face of colonial 

oppression and cultural erasure. 

Bella's relationship with her estranged father, Andrew, also plays a 

significant role in her journey. As she confronts her father's involvement in her 

mother's death and the broader issues of power and privilege within 

Indigenous communities, Bella grapples with complex emotions of anger, 

betrayal, and forgiveness. Her journey towards reconciliation with her father 

mirrors the broader quest for healing and reconciliation within Indigenous 

communities.Ultimately, Bella's journey embodies the resilience and 

determination of Indigenous women in the face of adversity. Despite facing 

numerous obstacles and setbacks, she remains steadfast in her pursuit of 

justice, highlighting the strength and solidarity of Indigenous communities in 

the fight against systemic injustice and violence. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

Explore the Theme of “The Unnatural and Accidental Women" by 

Marie Clements. 

INTRODUCTION  

Marie Clements is a Canadian playwright, screenwriter, director, and 

filmmaker known for her compelling works that explore Indigenous themes, 

histories, and experiences. Marie Clements was born in 1962 in British 

Columbia, Canada, and is of Métis, Anishinaabe, and Irish descent. Growing 

up in a diverse cultural environment, Clements developed a deep appreciation 

for storytelling and the arts from a young age. Clements began her career as 

a playwright, writing powerful and thought-provoking plays that tackle issues 

such as Indigenous identity, colonialism, and social justice. Her works often 

blend elements of Indigenous mythology, history, and contemporary 
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storytelling to create compelling narratives that resonate with audiences.Some 

of Clements' notable plays include "The Unnatural and Accidental Women" 

(2000), "Burning Vision" (2002), and "The Edward Curtis Project" (2010). 

These works have been staged across Canada and internationally, earning 

Clements critical acclaim and recognition for her innovative approach to 

theatre. 

THE UNNATURAL AND ACCIDENTAL WOMEN  

Marie Clements' play, *The Unnatural and Accidental Women*, delves 

into the tragic lives of Indigenous women in Canada who fall victim to violence 

and systemic neglect. Based on the true story of a series of murders in 

Vancouver‘s Downtown Eastside, the play combines elements of realism and 

surrealism to portray the intersection of personal trauma, cultural heritage, 

and societal indifference. Clements' work is a powerful exploration of identity, 

memory, and the haunting presence of unresolved histories. 

HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT 

The play is set against the backdrop of the real-life murders committed 

by Gilbert Paul Jordan, a serial killer who preyed on marginalized Indigenous 

women. This context is crucial as it underscores the systemic issues of 

racism, sexism, and colonialism that contribute to the vulnerability of 

Indigenous women in Canada. Clements' play highlights the ongoing impacts 

of these systemic injustices, drawing attention to the broader societal failure to 

protect and value Indigenous lives. 

THEMES OF IDENTITY AND MEMORY 

A central theme in *The Unnatural and Accidental Women* is the 

exploration of identity and memory. The protagonist, Rebecca, embarks on a 

journey to uncover the truth about her mother's disappearance. This quest is 

not just a search for personal closure but also a reclamation of her cultural 

identity. The play illustrates how memory and identity are intertwined, showing 

that the past continuously shapes the present. Through Rebecca's journey, 

Clements emphasizes the importance of remembering and honoring the 

stories of those who have been forgotten or marginalized. 

INTERSECTION OF REALISM AND SURREALISM 
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Clements employs a unique blend of realism and surrealism to convey 

the complex emotional and psychological landscapes of her characters. The 

realistic portrayal of the women's lives and deaths is interwoven with surreal, 

dream-like sequences that reflect their inner worlds and the spiritual 

dimensions of their experiences. This stylistic choice serves to heighten the 

emotional impact of the narrative and to illustrate the deep cultural and 

spiritual connections that are often ignored in mainstream discourse. 

SYSTEMIC NEGLECT AND VIOLENCE 

The play starkly portrays the systemic neglect and violence faced by 

Indigenous women. The title itself, *The Unnatural and Accidental Women*, 

alludes to the dismissive manner in which these deaths were treated by 

authorities and society. Clements critiques this indifference, exposing how 

societal structures perpetuate violence against marginalized communities. 

Through the women's stories, the play calls for a re-examination of these 

structures and a recognition of the inherent value and humanity of Indigenous 

women. 

RESISTANCE AND RESILIENCE 

Despite the tragic subject matter, *The Unnatural and Accidental 

Women* is also a story of resistance and resilience. The women in the play, 

though victims of horrific crimes, are portrayed with dignity and strength. Their 

spirits persist, influencing and guiding Rebecca in her quest for truth. 

Clements highlights the resilience of Indigenous women and their 

communities, who continue to fight for justice and recognition in the face of 

ongoing adversity. 

CONCLUSION 

Marie Clements' *The Unnatural and Accidental Women* is a poignant 

and powerful exploration of the lives of Indigenous women affected by 

violence and neglect. Through its blending of realism and surrealism, the play 

delves into themes of identity, memory, systemic injustice, and resilience. 

Clements' work not only sheds light on the specific tragedies it portrays but 

also calls for a broader societal reckoning with the historical and ongoing 
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injustices faced by Indigenous peoples in Canada. It is a vital piece of theatre 

that demands attention, reflection, and action. 

 

SECTION 4.2: Samuel Beckett- The Waiting for 

Godot 

SAMUEL BECKETT  

Samuel Beckett (1906–1989) was an Irish playwright, novelist, poet, 

and theatre director, best known for his works that explore themes of 

existentialism, absurdity, and the human condition. Beckett was born on April 

13, 1906, in Dublin, Ireland. He attended Trinity College Dublin, where he 

studied French, Italian, and English literature. Beckett's literary career began 

with poetry and fiction, but he gained international acclaim as a playwright. 

His most famous works include "Waiting for Godot" (1953), "Endgame" 

(1957), "Krapp's Last Tape" (1958), and "Happy Days" (1961). Beckett is 

often associated with the Theatre of the Absurd, a movement characterized 

by its exploration of the absurdity of human existence, often through 

unconventional plots, minimalistic settings, and existential themes. In 1969, 

Beckett was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature for his "writing, which—in 

new forms for the novel and drama—in the destitution of modern man 

acquires its elevation." He is one of the few writers to have received both the 

Nobel Prize and the Lenin Peace Prize (1958). 

 

 Beckett wrote primarily in French and later translated many of his 

works into English himself. His bilingualism influenced his writing style, which 

is often characterized by its simplicity, precision, and linguistic 

experimentation. Beckett's works have had a profound impact on literature, 

theatre, and philosophy. He is considered one of the most influential writers of 

the 20th century, and his works continue to be studied, performed, and 

adapted worldwide. Beckett lived in Paris for much of his adult life, where he 

associated with other notable writers and artists, including James Joyce. He 

remained active as a writer and director until his death on December 22, 
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1989.Beckett was known for his reclusive nature and reluctance to discuss his 

work or personal life in interviews. He preferred to let his writing speak for 

itself and often resisted interpretations or analyses of his works. Samuel 

Beckett's contributions to literature and theatre have left an indelible mark on 

the cultural landscape, and his works continue to resonate with audiences 

around the world for their profound insights into the human condition. 

SUMMARY 

 

PLOT SUMMARY 

"Waiting for Godot" by Samuel Beckett is a play that unfolds in two acts, 

featuring Vladimir and Estragon, who are waiting for someone named Godot.  

 

Act 1: 

Opening Scene: Vladimir and Estragon, often referred to as Didi and Gogo, 

meet near a tree on a country road, where they have arranged to wait for 

someone named Godot. They pass the time with mundane activities like 

removing their shoes, discussing their situation, and contemplating leaving, 

but ultimately decide to stay and wait. 

Arrival of Pozzo and Lucky: Pozzo, a pompous and verbose landowner, 

arrives leading Lucky, his subservient and mistreated slave who carries his 

belongings. Pozzo engages in conversation with Vladimir and Estragon, 

discussing various topics including the nature of time, memory, and the 
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purpose of their waiting. Lucky performs a lengthy and nonsensical 

monologue when commanded by Pozzo, showcasing the absurdity of 

language and communication. 

After Pozzo and Lucky Leave: After Pozzo and Lucky depart, Vladimir and 

Estragon continue their discussions and interactions. They ponder their 

existence, the passage of time, and their dependence on each other. They 

also wonder about Godot's identity, purpose, and when he might arrive. 

Boy's Visit: A boy arrives with a message from Mr. Godot, saying that he will 

not be coming today but will surely come tomorrow. The boy leaves, and 

Vladimir and Estragon discuss their encounters with him and their fading 

memories of the previous day's events. 

Act 2: 

Return to the Tree: Vladimir and Estragon are again waiting near the tree, 

engaging in similar conversations and activities as in Act 1. They debate 

leaving, but their inertia and fear of the unknown keep them rooted in place. 

Pozzo and Lucky (Second Encounter): Pozzo and Lucky return, but their 

circumstances have drastically changed: Pozzo is now blind and dependent 

on Lucky, who has become mute. They do not recognize Vladimir and 

Estragon, suggesting that time has passed or their memories have faded. The 

dynamics between Pozzo and Lucky have shifted, reflecting the transient 

nature of power and control. 

Boy's Return: The boy returns with the same message from Godot: he will 

not come today but will surely come tomorrow. Vladimir and Estragon struggle 

to remember if they met the boy yesterday or the day before, highlighting the 

cyclical and repetitive nature of their waiting. 

Closing Moments: As the play nears its conclusion, Vladimir and Estragon 

contemplate the futility of their situation and the uncertainty surrounding 

Godot's existence and intentions. They consider leaving, but hesitate, afraid to 

abandon the hope that Godot might finally arrive and provide answers or 

purpose. They briefly entertain the idea of hanging themselves from the tree, 

but ultimately do not follow through. 
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Waiting for Godot summary will help you in understanding the play‘s 

meaning. It is an innovative drama which was also a huge success in Theatre 

of the Absurd. The play follows two men, Vladimir and Estragon. The men 

wait beside a tree for a mysterious man, Godot. However, we learn that Godot 

constantly sends word that he will arrive tomorrow but that never happens. 

In other words, this play is where literally nothing happens with no 

certainty. In addition, you will find there is nothing to do in this play. The two 

men keep meeting two other men, Lucky and Pozzo, every day. Further,  in 

waiting for Godot summary, we see Estragon does not remember anything 

well. He has a dull memory and they keep waiting for Godot daily at the same 

place. Similarly, Godot never comes but keeps assuring them that he will visit 

tomorrow, through a boy. 

Waiting for Godot is a play consisting of two acts, written by Samuel 

Beckett. The play opens with two men sitting on a barren road beside a 

leafless tree. One can characterize them as tramps. A while into the play, you 

realize that the world of this play has its own set of rules. In other words, you 

don‘t see anything happening there. Moreover, there is always uncertainty 

throughout and no one does anything significant. 

Waiting for Godot summary will take us through the same in a 

comprehensive manner. We see that Vladimir and Estragon keep waiting for a 

man, Godot, every day. Godot possible refers to a diety. 

Thus, both the men aren‘t sure whether they have met Godot. 

Moreover, they are not even certain if the place they are waiting for is correct. 

Further, they are not sure if it‘s the right day they are waiting on and if Godot 

will show up or not. 

During their wait, Vladimir and Estragon keep passing their time by 

indulging in dull activities. For instance, they take off their boots and keep 

putting them back on. Further, you also hear insignificant conversations 

regarding turnips and carrots. 

However, they do move on serious topics of suicide and the Bible. 

During their wait, two men arrive, Lucky and Pozzo. Lucky is the slave and 

https://www.toppr.com/ask/question/memory-centre-is-present-in/
https://www.toppr.com/ask/question/fill-in-the-blank-with-the-most-appropriate-worda-is-a-person-who-comes/
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Pozzo is the master. Even upon their arrival, all four of them do explicitly 

nothing. 

After the departure of Lucky and Pozzo, Vladimir reveals he has met 

them before. It sounds strange as they meet as strangers when they arrive. 

Moreover, Estragon‘s memory is very weak so he does not remember much. 

Next, in waiting for Godot summary, we see a boy arrives to deliver the 

tramps a message. He says that Godot will not come today but tomorrow. 

Again, Vladimir exclaims that the boy said the same thing earlier. 

The two resume their talks about suicide and as night dawns, they 

decide to leave but do not. In Act two of waiting for Godot summary, we find 

the men again at the same place. They meet Lucky and Pozzo again, but this 

time Pozzo is blind and Lucky cannot speak. 

Once again, the four men spend time and do nothing. Moreover, the 

boy arrives again to deliver the same message of Godot not coming today 

either. After he leaves, they decide to commit suicide but then resolve to 

leave. 

Finally, night time arrives and they do not have to wait for Godot 

anymore. Nonetheless, neither of them move and the play ends. Thus, 

leaving the possibility that the same thing keeps repeating itself. 

Waiting for Godot summary explores the themes of absurdity, nihilism 

as well as friendship. We also learn about human nature through this play that 

holds on to hope even when it seems meaningless. 

CHARACTERS 

Vladimir (Didi): One of the two protagonists of the play, Vladimir is 

more intellectual and contemplative compared to his companion, Estragon. 

He often takes the lead in their conversations and interactions with other 

characters. Vladimir is characterized by his concern for their situation and his 

hope that Godot will eventually arrive. 

Estragon (Gogo): The other protagonist, Estragon is more physical 

and prone to forgetfulness. He frequently complains about their predicament 

and expresses a desire to leave, yet remains tethered to Vladimir and their 

https://www.toppr.com/guides/essays/essay-on-friendship/
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shared routine of waiting for Godot. Estragon provides comic relief with his 

humorous antics and interactions with Vladimir. 

Pozzo: A wealthy and arrogant landowner who encounters Vladimir 

and Estragon during their wait for Godot. Pozzo is accompanied by his 

mistreated slave, Lucky. He initially appears confident and authoritative but 

later reveals vulnerabilities and struggles of his own. Pozzo's relationship with 

Lucky and his interactions with Vladimir and Estragon highlight themes of 

power, control, and dependency. 

Lucky: Pozzo's slave, who is subjected to mistreatment and abuse. 

Despite his apparent submissiveness, Lucky surprises the other characters 

with a lengthy and nonsensical monologue in the second act. His monologue, 

known as "the speech," is a highlight of the play and raises questions about 

language, communication, and the nature of existence. 

Key Elements and Concepts 

 

1. Absurdism: A philosophical concept that explores the absurdity of 

human existence, often characterized by the inability to find meaning or 

purpose in life. 

2. Existentialism : A philosophical movement that emphasizes the 

individual's existence, freedom, and responsibility in creating meaning 

in a seemingly meaningless world. 

3. Godot  : The enigmatic character whom Vladimir and Estragon are 

waiting for throughout the play. Godot's identity and significance remain 

ambiguous, leading to various interpretations. 

4. Tree : The lone tree on the stage serves as a prominent visual element 

and symbolizes life, death, and the passage of time. 

5. Waiting : The central action of the play, as Vladimir and Estragon wait 

endlessly for the arrival of Godot, reflecting themes of hope, despair, 

and existential uncertainty. 

6. Beckettian : A term used to describe works or themes that are 

characteristic of Samuel Beckett's writing style, which often explores 

themes of existentialism, absurdity, and the human condition. 
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Self-Assessment Questions                                                

 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   ( 1 MARK)  

 1. Who are the two main protagonists of "Waiting for Godot"? 

A) Pozzo and Lucky   B) Vladimir and Estragon 

C) Godot and Lucky   D) Vladimir and Pozzo 

2.  What is the primary setting of "Waiting for Godot"? 

A) A coffee shop    B) A park bench 

C) A barren road with a single tree D) A deserted island 

3. What are Vladimir and Estragon waiting for throughout the play? 

A) A bus B) A train C) A friend named Godot D) A messenger 

4. Who is Pozzo's mistreated slave in the play? 

A) Vladimir  B) Estragon  C) Lucky  D) Godot 

5. What does Lucky deliver in Act II of the play? 

A) A monologue  B) A letter C) A packageD) A warning 

6.  Which of the following best describes the genre of "Waiting for 

Godot"? 

A) Tragedy B) Comedy C) Drama D) Absurdist 

7. Who is awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1969 for his 

writing,  

including "Waiting for Godot"? 

A) Samuel Beckett    B) Harold Pinter C) Jean-Paul Sartre D) Albert 

Camus 

8. Which character famously says, "We are all born mad. Some 

remain so"? 

A) Vladimir B) Estragon  C) Pozzo  D) Lucky 

9. Who do Vladimir and Estragon consider hanging themselves for 

in Act I? 

A) Godot B) Pozzo C) Each other D) Themselves 

 

10. Who arrives at the end of each act with the message that Godot 

will not come today, but will surely come tomorrow? 
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A) Vladimir  B) Estragon  C) The Boy  D) Pozzo 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Who are Didi and Gogo? 

Waiting for Godot (/ˈɡɒdoʊ/ GOD-oh) is a play by Irish playwright 

Samuel Beckett in which two characters, Vladimir (Didi) and Estragon (Gogo), 

engage in a variety of discussions and encounters while awaiting the titular 

Godot, who never arrives. 

2. Who are the two tramps in Waiting for Godot? 

Two tramps, Estragon and Vladimir, spend the length of the play 

anticipating the arrival of a man named Godot, who never shows up. While 

waiting, their conversations weave from Jesus to suicide, among many other 

things. 

3. Why does Pozzo go blind?  

Pozzo goes blind at the beginning of the second act after having lost 

his watch. His blindness transforms his character as he is no longer able to be 

obsessed with control and time. After choosing to go blind, he rendered all 

notion of time and the only thing he has is the sound of his own heartbeat. 

4. What is Godot a symbol of? 

The most important example is Godot, whose name evokes similarity 

to God for many readers. Along this reading, Godot symbolizes the salvation 

that religion promises, but which never comes (just as Godot never actually 

comes to Vladimir and Estragon). 

5. What is the symbol of tree in Waiting for Godot? 

The tree is the only piece of the set in the play, and the entire play 

takes place next to it. The tree represents life and hope, especially between 

the first and second acts when the tree inexplicably sprouts leaves. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

Explore the Theme of “Waiting for Godot” by Samuel Beckett. 

INTRODUCTION  

Samuel Beckett (1906–1989) was an Irish playwright, novelist, poet, 

and theatre director, best known for his works that explore themes of 

existentialism, absurdity, and the human condition. Beckett was born on April 
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13, 1906, in Dublin, Ireland. He attended Trinity College Dublin, where he 

studied French, Italian, and English literature. Beckett's literary career began 

with poetry and fiction, but he gained international acclaim as a playwright. 

His most famous works include "Waiting for Godot" (1953), "Endgame" 

(1957), "Krapp's Last Tape" (1958), and "Happy Days" (1961). Beckett is 

often associated with the Theatre of the Absurd, a movement characterized 

by its exploration of the absurdity of human existence, often through 

unconventional plots, minimalistic settings, and existential themes. 

Beckett's works have had a profound impact on literature, theatre, and 

philosophy. He is considered one of the most influential writers of the 20th 

century, and his works continue to be studied, performed, and adapted 

worldwide. Beckett lived in Paris for much of his adult life, where he 

associated with other notable writers and artists, including James Joyce. He 

remained active as a writer and director until his death on December 22, 

1989. 

WAITING FOR GODOT  

"Waiting for Godot" by Samuel Beckett is a landmark work of 

existentialist literature that delves deep into the complexities of the human 

condition. Through its minimalist setting, absurdist dialogue, and enigmatic 

characters, the play explores themes of existential angst, hope, despair, and 

the search for meaning in a seemingly meaningless world. This essay will 

analyze the central theme of waiting in "Waiting for Godot," examining its 

various subthemes and their implications for understanding the human 

experience. 

THE ABSURDITY OF EXISTENCE- MEANINGLESSNESS AND FUTILITY 

In "Waiting for Godot," Vladimir and Estragon find themselves trapped 

in an endless cycle of waiting for a figure named Godot, whose identity and 

significance remain ambiguous. Their futile quest for meaning reflects the 

absurdity of human existence, highlighting the inherent meaninglessness and 

futility of life in a universe devoid of inherent purpose or significance. 

 THE ILLUSION OF CONTROL 
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Despite their futile attempts to impose order and structure on their 

lives through waiting for Godot, Vladimir and Estragon ultimately have no 

control over their circumstances. Their repeated disappointments underscore 

the illusion of control in the face of existential uncertainty, highlighting the 

absurdity of human efforts to find meaning in a world governed by chance and 

randomness. 

HOPE AND DESPAIR- OPTIMISM IN THE FACE OF UNCERTAINTY 

Throughout the play, Vladimir and Estragon cling to hope in the form 

of their anticipation of Godot's arrival. Despite the bleakness of their situation, 

their capacity for optimism reflects humanity's enduring resilience in the face 

of despair, highlighting the power of hope to sustain us in the midst of life's 

uncertainties. 

THE PAIN OF DISAPPOINTMENT 

The repeated disappointment of Godot's non-appearance serves as a 

poignant reminder of the fragility of hope and the inevitability of 

disillusionment. Vladimir and Estragon's dashed hopes underscore the 

existential theme of the human capacity for suffering, as they grapple with the 

pain of unfulfilled expectations and the relentless passage of time. 

DEPENDENCY AND RELATIONSHIPS- INTERDEPENDENCE AND 

COMPANIONSHIP 

Vladimir and Estragon's relationship epitomizes the theme of 

interdependence, as they rely on each other for companionship, support, and 

distraction from their existential angst. Their bond underscores the 

fundamental human need for connection and belonging in a world marked by 

isolation and alienation. 

POWER DYNAMICS AND DEPENDENCY 

The relationship between Pozzo and Lucky serves as a stark contrast 

to the camaraderie between Vladimir and Estragon, highlighting themes of 

power, control, and dependency. Pozzo's domination and mistreatment of 

Lucky underscore the existential theme of human exploitation and the unequal 

distribution of power in society. 

THE ILLUSION OF PROGRESS  
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Despite their hopes and expectations, Vladimir and Estragon's waiting 

leads to no tangible progress or change in their situation. Their repeated 

conversations, activities, and encounters with other characters serve as 

distractions from their existential despair but ultimately offer no resolution to 

their predicament, underscoring the illusion of progress in the face of 

existential uncertainty. 

THE QUEST FOR PURPOSE  

Throughout the play, Vladimir and Estragon engage in philosophical 

discussions and debates as they grapple with questions of meaning and 

purpose. Their search for significance reflects the human desire to find 

meaning in a world that often appears chaotic and meaningless, highlighting 

the existential dilemma of reconciling one's own existence with the apparent 

indifference of the universe. 

THE ABSURDITY OF EXISTENCE  

Beckett's portrayal of waiting as a central motif in "Waiting for Godot" 

underscores the absurdity of human existence. The characters' futile attempts 

to impose order and structure on their lives through waiting for Godot highlight 

the absurdity of human endeavors in the face of existential uncertainty, 

emphasizing the absurdity of waiting itself as a metaphor for the human 

condition. 

CONCLUSION 

In "Waiting for Godot," Samuel Beckett offers a profound meditation 

on the human condition, exploring themes of existential angst, hope, despair, 

and the search for meaning in a world marked by uncertainty and absurdity. 

Through its exploration of waiting, the play delves deep into the complexities 

of human existence, challenging audiences to confront the existential 

questions that lie at the heart of the human experience. As Vladimir and 

Estragon continue to wait for Godot, their journey becomes a metaphor for the 

universal quest for meaning and purpose in a seemingly meaningless 

universe. 
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SECTION 5.1: Gabriel Garcia Marquez- A Very 

Old man With Enormous Wings 

 

GABRIEL GARCÍA MÁRQUEZ  

Gabriel García Márquez (1927-2014) was born in a small village in 

Colombia near the Caribbean coast. He was raised by his maternal 

grandparents, and drew much of his literary inspiration from his grandmother‘s 

storytelling. His grandparents‘ home was also the inspiration for the fictional 

town of Macondo which recurs in many of his stories. After attending college 

and law school, he had a successful career as a journalist but continued to 

pursue his interest in writing fiction. In 1967, he published his masterpiece 

One Hundred Years of Solitude, which was both widely read and critically 

acclaimed.  

In 1982, Márquez was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature, making 

him the fourth Latin American at the time to receive the honor. In his later 

years, Márquez divided his time between Mexico City, Havana, and Paris, 

continuing to write the short stories, novels and non-fiction that brought him 

great acclaim. After being diagnosed with cancer in 1999, Márquez battled 

with poor health before eventually succumbing to pneumonia in in 2014. Juan 

Manuel Santos, the President of Colombia, called Márquez ―the greatest 

Colombian who ever lived.‖ Márquez‘s work has come to epitomize magical 

realism and has been the inspiration for many writers the world over, most 

prominently Salman Rushdie. ―A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings‖ is 

included in his first published collection of short stories Leaf Storm (1955). 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

  The fable-like quality of ―A Very Old Man With Enormous Wings‖ 

means that the historical and geographical setting is deliberately left relatively 

undefined. Various critics see it as a comment on La Violencia (the bloody 

Colombian civil war of the 1940s and 1950s) or the Holocaust, as the story 

examines the ease with which cruelty can occur in the most mundane places. 

Much of Márquez‘s work relates to La Violencia, which was a civil war 
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between the Colombian Conservative Party and the Colombian Liberal Party, 

estimated to have cost the lives of some 200,000 people. The fighting took 

part largely in rural areas, with political leaders and police encouraging 

impoverished supporters of the Conservative Party to seize land from peasant 

Liberals. Censorship and reprisals against press reports were common, 

making Márquez‘s initial profession as a journalist all the more challenging 

and vital. 

RELATED LITERARY WORKS  

This story is an example of Magic realism, a writing style for which 

Márquez is renowned, which combines fantastical elements with the 

everyday. Other great works of magic realism include Márquez‘s own One 

Hundred Years of Solitude (1967), Salman Rushdie‘s Midnight‘s Children 

(1981), and Mark Helprin‘s Winter‘s Tale (1983). There is a long tradition in 

literature of combining fantasy and realism, and the magic realist mode is 

indebted to works as varied as Jonathan Swift‘s Gulliver‘s Travels (1726), and 

Nikolai Gogol‘s The Nose. This particular story has close parallels with Franz 

Kafka‘s The Metamorphosis, in which Gregor Samsa is turned into a giant 

insect and is subsequently misunderstood and mistreated by those around 

him. Describing the influence of Kafka‘s story on his writing, Márquez said 

―When I read the [first] line I thought to myself that I didn‘t know anyone was 

allowed to write things like that. If I had known, I would have started writing a 

long time ago.‖ Márquez is one of the pre-eminent authors of the 20th 

Century, and he is often listed alongside Jorge Luis Borges as one of the 

greatest Latin American authors of all time. Márquez also acknowledged that 

the works of American and European authors had a great influence on him, 

particularly those of Hemingway, Faulkner, Twain, and Melville from America, 

and Dickens, Tolstoy, Proust, Kafka, and Virginia Woolf from Europe. 

Márquez considered it important for an author to know his or her context, 

once saying "I cannot imagine how anyone could even think of writing a novel 

without having at least a vague of idea of the 10,000 years of literature that 

have gone before." 
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KEY FACTS 

 

 Full Title   :  A Very Old Man With Enormous Wings: A Tale for 

Children  

 Where Written  :  Bogotá  

 When Published  : 1955  

 Literary Period  : 20th Century Latin American Fiction  

 Genre   : Short Fiction / Magic Realism  

 Setting   : A small, nondescript town on the coast of South 

America  

 Climax   : The old man eventually regains strength and flies away  

 Antagonist   :  Pelayo, Elisando, and the town inhabitants  

 Point of View : Third person omniscient 

SUMMARY 

 

 

PLOT SUMMARY 

During a nasty storm, Pelayo finds a weak and straggly old man in his 

courtyard. The man has enormous wings, but he speaks an incomprehensible 

dialect and looks pathetic, so Pelayo and his wife, Elisenda, assume that the 

man is a shipwrecked sailor. To confirm their hunch, they ask the seemingly 

wise old neighbor lady about the man, and she tells them he‘s an angel and 
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suggests that they club him to death. Instead, Pelayo imprisons the angel in 

the chicken coop. Pelayo and Elisenda‘s child is sick with a fever, but he 

begins to improve now that the angel is there.  

Word quickly gets out about the angelic old man, and the townspeople 

gather to satisfy their curiosity and perhaps receive a miracle. They do not 

know quite what to think. Father Gonzaga, the local priest, arrives to try to 

solve the mystery, but because the angel is dirty and does not speak Latin 

(the official ―language of God‖), Father Gonzaga does not believe him to be a 

proper angel. He warns the townspeople against ―carnival tricks‖ and writes to 

the Catholic authorities for advice. 

 Despite the priest‘s warnings, more and more people come to see the 

angel, and Elisenda has the idea to start charging them admission. The angel 

is such a popular attraction that he makes Pelayo and Elisenda wealthy. The 

angel, meanwhile, festers in his own filth. The people gawp at him, taunt him, 

and pull his feathers, but he only responds with supernatural patience, not 

once lashing out at them. They even brand him with a hot iron to see if he is 

still alive. Meanwhile, the church authorities replying to Father Gonzaga are 

more concerned with superficial questions like how many times the angel 

might fit on the head of a pin. 

 Before long, a new attraction arrives in town: ―a frightful tarantula the 

size of a ram and with the head of a sad maiden.‖ The townspeople find the 

spider woman more relatable than the old man because she speaks the same 

language as they do, so she can tell a recognizable and moralistic story about 

who she is and how she became so odd. Her popularity quickly eclipses the 

angel, whose odd miracles—helping a blind man grow new teeth, or making 

sunflowers sprout from a leper‘s wounds—are simply not miraculous enough 

for the townspeople. Father Gonzaga is able to let go of the issue now that 

the general populace is no longer interested.  

By this point, Pelayo and Elisenda have amassed enough money to 

buy a much bigger house. Pelayo quits his job, and Elisenda buys herself 

some fancy clothes. The child‘s health continues to improve, and he 
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sometimes goes into the chicken coop to play near the angel. A doctor 

comes, but he also cannot explain the angel‘s nature.  

The child is now strong enough to go to school. The angel goes 

―dragging‖ himself about the house like ―a stray dying man,‖ much to the 

annoyance of Pelayo and Elisenda. His wings are balding and thin. 

 As time passes, the old man‘s condition improves and his feathers 

return. One day, Elisenda is cooking in the kitchen and notices him trying to 

fly. Though his attempts are clumsy, eventually he manages to gain altitude 

and soars over the horizon. Elisenda lets out a sigh of relief, partly for the 

angel, but mostly for herself—he is ―no longer an annoyance in her life.‖ 

CHARACTERS 

The Old Man (the Angel)– The protagonist of the story, the angel is an old, 

disheveled man with enormous wings who finds himself facedown in the mud 

of Pelayo‘s courtyard at the beginning of the story. Presumably coming to take 

Pelayo‘s sick child to heaven, the angel is knocked down in the storm and 

then held captive in Pelayo‘s chicken coop for years. The angel speaks a 

strange dialect, so he can‘t explain himself to the locals, and his pathetic, 

mangy appearance makes him a target for their derision. He‘s treated like a 

―circus animal,‖ as Pelayo and his wife Elisenda keep him captive and charge 

admission for locals to see him. Since everyone expects the angel to perform 

traditional miracles, the strange miracles he does perform don‘t impress 

anyone: the blind man grows three new teeth instead of regaining his sight, 

and the paralytic ―nearly‖ wins the lottery instead of becoming able to walk. 

However, the story obliquely implies that the angel‘s presence was 

responsible for the sick child being healed, which raises the question of 

whether the angel is deliberately not performing the miracles that the cruel 

townspeople expect. Once the locals are tired of the angel, he lives a sorry 

existence, maltreated, ignored, and considered only a nuisance. Despite his 

terrible treatment, the old man never lashes out at anyone; he bears his 

suffering with patience and grace from start to finish. In the end, he regains 

his strength and flies away without anybody in the town ever recognizing that 

his presence was a miracle. That the angel‘s appearance—besides his 
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wings—was so banal and pathetic suggests that the sacred and mundane 

coexist seamlessly, and that miracles are embedded in the fabric of everyday 

life, if only people had the attention and openness to notice. 

Pelayo– Pelayo, a married man with a newborn son who lives in a 

rundown seaside town, finds the old man with enormous wingsin his 

courtyard. Instead of finding the man‘s presence miraculous, Pelayo assumes 

that he‘s a shipwrecked sailor. Once the neighbor corrects him, he locks the 

angel in his chicken coop, abusing the man and charging locals admission to 

gawk at and even physically abuse him. From the admission fees, Pelayo 

experiences a change in economic fortune: he quits his job as a bailiff in order 

to set up a rabbit warren and he and Elisenda build a two-story mansion. 

Despite this change in status, Pelayo doesn‘t meaningfully change as a 

person: he is the same, simple, bitter man at the end that he was at the 

beginning. Although he does not have many redeeming features, Pelayo does 

provide the necessities of life for his wife and child, and (in a way that is not 

especially caring or charitable) to the old man. 

Elisenda– Elisenda is Pelayo‘s wife. She is ordinary and concerned 

primarily with getting by. When Pelayo finds the old manin the courtyard, 

Elisenda is the one who comes up with the idea to charge admission to see 

the angel, and she‘s not contented with their new wealth, even when she and 

Pelayo make enough money for a new house. In fact, she sees the old 

man/angel as a nuisance, letting out ―a sigh of relief, for her and for him‖ when 

he eventually regains his strength enough to fly away. Elisenda shows herself 

to be shallow: she never shows the angel any respect nor seems particularly 

bothered about the health of her child. In fact, her happiest moment in the 

story is probably when the admission money she and Pelayo have 

accumulated allows her to buy ―some satin pumps with high heels and many 

dresses of iridescent silk, the kind worn on Sunday by the most desirable 

women in those times.‖  

The Neighbor Woman– WhenElisendaandPelayofindthe old man, 

they go to the old lady next door for advice. While she has a reputation for 

being wise, she comes across cruel and petty and somewhat silly in her 
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beliefs. She does recognize that the old man might be an angel, but she says 

that angels are ―fugitive survivors of a celestial conspiracy‖ and therefore they 

should ―club him to death.‖  

 

The Child–PelayoandElisenda‘s newborn son is very ill before the 

angel arrives, but he makes a full recovery by the end of the story. He is the 

only character who doesn‘t treat the angel with disdain, because he is too 

young and innocent to take social cues from his cruel community. In fact, he is 

quite happy to go inside the chicken coop to play. It seems like the child and 

the angel are somehow linked, as shown by them contracting chicken pox 

together. The child has no voice in the story, but the reader must consider to 

what extent his recovery to full strength is related to the angel‘s visit.  

 

Father Gonzaga– Father Gonzaga is the hapless priest who is 

brought in to examine the angel. The priest, as a religious figure, should be 

charitable and empathetic towards the wretched angel, but he instead warns 

the townspeople against recognizing the old man as angel. Through the 

character of Father Gonzaga, Márquez satirizes of the Catholic church, 

suggesting that the church is more occupied with bureaucracy and internal 

wrangling than with the work of charity and spreading empathy: ―They spent 

their time finding out if the prisoner had a navel,‖ Márquez writes of church 

officials, ―if his dialect had any connection with Aramaic, how many times he 

could fit on the head of a pin, or whether he wasn‘t just a Norwegian with 

wings.‖ Instead of doing his duty towards the angel, Father Gonzaga is 

relieved when the attention dies down and he no longer has to think about the 

angel at all.  

The Spider Woman–This minor character has the body of a (very 

large) tarantula and the head of a fair maiden. She has a simple tale to tell of 

family tragedy, and because the townspeople recognize themselves in her 

more than in the angel, she becomes by far the more popular attraction in 

town. Even though she is physically less humanlike than the angel, her moral 

tale is easily digestible: ―A spectacle like that, full of so much human truth and 



CDOE - ODL B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER IV  

 

181 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

with such a fearful lesson, was bound to defeat without even trying that of a 

haughty angel who scarcely deigned to look at mortals.‖ This shows that the 

townspeople prefer what is familiar but outwardly exotic (the spider woman) to 

what is truly otherworldly and mysterious (the angel). 

 

Key Elements and Concepts 

 

1. Gabriel Garcia Marquez: Colombian author known for his magical realism 

style, which blends fantastical elements with everyday life.   

2. Magical Realism: A literary genre characterized by the incorporation of 

magical or fantastical elements into a realistic narrative. 

3. Pelayo and Elisenda: The couple who find the old man with wings in their 

courtyard. They are the main characters in the story. 

4. Old Man with Enormous Wings: The central figure of the story, 

discovered by Pelayo and Elisenda in their courtyard. He is an angelic figure 

with large wings. 

5. Townfolk: The villagers who come to see the old man with wings, bringing 

various interpretations and reactions to his presence. 

6. Father Gonzaga: The local priest who tries to determine whether the old 

man with wings is an angel or not. He is skeptical and cautious. 

7. Spider Woman: A woman who is initially believed to be an angel, but is 

later revealed to be a fraud. 

8. The Doctor: A character who examines the old man with wings but cannot 

provide a scientific explanation for his condition. 

9. Magic Realism : A style of writing that presents magical elements as 

ordinary occurrences within a realistic setting. 

10. Satire: The story contains elements of satire, particularly in its portrayal of 

the reactions of the townspeople and the authorities to the old man with 

wings. 

11. Symbolism : Various elements of the story, such as the old man's wings 

and the reactions of the townspeople, can be interpreted symbolically. 
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12. Themes : Themes explored in the story include the nature of faith, the 

power of belief, the human capacity for wonder, and the relationship between 

the ordinary and the extraordinary. 

Self-Assessment Questions                                                

 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   ( 1 MARK)  

1. What is the occupation of Pelayo, one of the main characters in the 

story? 

a) Doctor  b) Priest   c) Fisherman   d) Farmer 

2. Who is initially believed to have sent the old man with wings to Pelayo 

and   Elisenda's village?  

a) God   b) The Devil      c) Angels             d) A witch 

 3.  How do Pelayo and Elisenda react to the old man with wings when 

they first see         

      him?  

   a) They are frightened and try to chase him away.  

   b) They are indifferent and ignore him. 

    c) They are curious and decide to take care of him. 

    d) They are suspicious and call the authorities. 

 4.   What is the response of the townspeople towards the old man with 

wings? 

    a) They worship him as a divine being. b) They reject and mistreat him.  

c) They celebrate him with a feast.  d) They build a shrine in his honor. 

5. What is Father Gonzaga's reaction to the old man with wings?  

a) He believes he is a true angel.  

b) He is skeptical and advises caution.  

c) He organizes a religious procession in his honor. 

  d) He tries to profit from the situation.  

6. How does the old man with wings communicate?  

a) He speaks fluent Spanish.  

b) He communicates through gestures and sounds.  

c) He writes messages in the sand.  
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d) He remains silent. 

7. What happens to the old man with wings at the end of the story? 

  a) He flies away.       b) He dies and is buried.  

c) He is taken in by a circus. d) He remains in Pelayo and Elisenda's 

courtyard. 

8.  What does the spider woman represent in the story?  

a) Hope and redemption   b) Deception and exploitation  

c) Divine intervention   d) Human kindness 

9.  How does the presence of the old man with wings affect Pelayo and 

Elisenda's  

     lives?  

a) They become wealthy and famous. 

 b) They are burdened with responsibility and stress.  

c) They experience spiritual enlightenment.  

d) They leave the village to seek adventure. 

10.  Which term best describes the narrative style of "A Very Old Man with 

Enormous  

       Wings"?  

a) Realistic  b) Surreal  c) Historical  d) Romantic 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. How does the old man with wings affect Pelayo and Elisenda's lives? 

The old man with wings brings both blessings and burdens to Pelayo 

and Elisenda's lives. While his presence initially causes excitement and 

curiosity, it ultimately disrupts their daily routine and brings unwanted attention 

and chaos to their household. 

2. What do the crabs symbolize in A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings? 

The infestation of crabs: The crabs that infest the old man's wings are a 

symbol of decay and corruption. They also represent the townspeople's desire 

to reduce the old man to something familiar and understandable. 

3. What does Father Gonzaga symbolize? 

Father Gonzaga, the parish priest, symbolizes the orthodoxy of the 

Catholic Church. When he discovers that the old man with enormous wings 
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doesn't speak Latin—the language of the Church—or look pure and clean like 

an angel in a religious painting, the Father concludes he can't possibly be an 

angel. 

4. What is the significance of the spider woman in the story? 

The spider woman serves as a contrast to the old man with wings, 

highlighting the themes of deception, manipulation, and human gullibility. She 

represents the darker side of human nature and the dangers of blindly 

believing in the supernatural. 

5. What role does magical realism play in the narrative? 

Magical realism blurs the boundaries between the ordinary and the 

extraordinary, allowing supernatural elements to coexist with everyday reality. 

In "A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings," magical realism adds a sense of 

wonder and mystery to the story, challenging readers to question their 

perceptions of the world. 

6. What is the climax of A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings? 

Pelayo and Elisenda become increasingly frustrated with the old man, and 

one day they decide to kick him out of the chicken coop. However, when they 

try to do this, the old man suddenly sprouts wings and flies away. The 

villagers are shocked, and they realize that the old man was indeed an angel. 

 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

 

Explore the Theme of "A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings" by 

Gabriel Garcia Marquez. 

INTRODUCTION  

Gabriel García Márquez (1927-2014) was born in a small village in 

Colombia near the Caribbean coast. He was raised by his maternal 

grandparents, and drew much of his literary inspiration from his grandmother‘s 

storytelling. His grandparents‘ home was also the inspiration for the fictional 

town of Macondo which recurs in many of his stories. After attending college 

and law school, he had a successful career as a journalist but continued to 

pursue his interest in writing fiction. He won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 
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1982. Márquez‘s work has come to epitomize magical realism and has been 

the inspiration for many writers the world over, most prominently Salman 

Rushdie. ―A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings‖ is included in his first 

published collection of short stories Leaf Storm (1955). 

A VERY OLD MAN WITH ENORMOUS WINGS 

"A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings" (Spanish: Un señor muy viejo 

con unas alas enormes) and subtitled "A Tale for Children" is a short story by 

Colombian author Gabriel García Márquez. The tale was written in 1968 and 

published in the May–June 1968 (VIII, 48) issue of the journal Casa de las 

Américas [es]. The work was published in English in the New American 

Review 13 in 1971. It appeared in the 1972 book Leaf Storm and Other 

Stories.  The short story involves the eponymous character who appears in a 

family's backyard on a stormy night. What follows are the reactions of the 

family, a town, and outside visitors. This story falls within the genre of magic 

realism. 

FAITH AND BELIEF 

 The story delves into the complexities of faith and belief, particularly 

in the face of the inexplicable. The villagers' reactions to the old man with 

wings range from blind reverence to skepticism, highlighting the diverse ways 

in which people grapple with the unknown. 

 

 HUMAN NATURE AND MORALITY 

Garcia Marquez portrays the varied facets of human nature, from 

compassion and wonder to greed and cruelty. The villagers' treatment of the 

old man reflects both the capacity for kindness and the propensity for 

exploitation and indifference. 

 THE SUPERNATURAL AND THE MUNDANE  

Through the introduction of the old man with wings, the story blurs the 

boundaries between the supernatural and the mundane. It challenges readers 

to reconsider their perceptions of reality and to embrace the miraculous within 

the ordinary. 

THE POWER OF INTERPRETATION 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Short_story
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabriel_Garc%C3%ADa_M%C3%A1rquez
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Casa_de_las_Am%C3%A9ricas_(journal)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Casa_de_las_Am%C3%A9ricas_(journal)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casa_de_las_Am%C3%A9ricas_(revista)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaf_Storm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaf_Storm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magic_realism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magic_realism
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"A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings" explores the subjective nature 

of truth and interpretation. The ambiguous identity and intentions of the old 

man invite multiple readings and perspectives, highlighting the inherent 

complexity of human understanding. 

FREEDOM AND CAPTIVITY 

The old man's wings symbolize freedom and transcendence, yet he is 

ultimately confined and mistreated by the villagers. This juxtaposition 

underscores the tension between liberation and confinement, suggesting that 

true freedom may be elusive even in the presence of extraordinary abilities. 

AMBIGUITY AND UNCERTAINTY 

 The story is characterized by ambiguity and uncertainty surrounding 

the old man's identity, intentions, and significance. This theme invites readers 

to embrace uncertainty and recognize the limits of human understanding. 

SOCIAL MARGINALIZATION  

The old man's status as an outsider, perceived as both divine and 

monstrous, reflects broader themes of social marginalization and alienation. 

His presence exposes the villagers' prejudices and biases, prompting 

reflection on the treatment of those perceived as different or other. 

 THE SEARCH FOR MEANING 

  Characters in the story grapple with questions of meaning and purpose 

in the face of the old man's arrival. Their search for significance reflects 

existential themes of identity, existence, and the quest for transcendence. 

THE POWER OF PERCEPTION 

The story explores how perceptions shape reality and influence human 

behavior. Different characters interpret the old man's presence in various 

ways, revealing the subjective nature of truth and the importance of 

perspective in shaping one's understanding of the world. 

HOPE AND DESPAIR 

  The old man's presence evokes both hope and despair among the 

characters. While some see him as a harbinger of salvation and divine 

intervention, others view him with fear and suspicion. This theme highlights 

the complex interplay between hope and despair in the human experience. 
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CONCLUSION 

"A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings" by Gabriel García Márquez is 

a captivating exploration of the human condition, faith, and the intersection of 

the mundane and the miraculous. Through the story of the old man with 

wings, García Márquez invites readers into a world where the extraordinary 

becomes intertwined with the ordinary, blurring the boundaries between reality 

and fantasy.  

SECTION 5.2: Ivan S. Turgenev - The District 

Doctor.  

 

IVAN SERGEYEVICH TURGENEV   

Ivan Turgenev was born 11/09/1818 in Oryol Russia to noble parents. 

He was raised by his mother, a highly educated, but rather authoritarian figure 

who tried her best to educate Ivan and his siblings by surrounding them with 

foreign governesses so that he eventually became fluent in French, German, 

and English. After his years of standard schooling, Ivan studied at the 

University of Moscow for one year before moving to the University of St. 

Petersburg where he studied Classics, Russian Literature, and Philology from 

1834 to 1837. From 1838 to 1841, Ivan studied philosophy and history at the 

University of Berlin. Ivan enjoyed his time in Germany and believed that 

Russia could stand to benefit by incorporating some ideas from the age of 

enlightenment into its own society. His earlier attempts at writing were well 

spoken of by Vissarion Belinsky, a leading Russian critic at the time. At the 

age of 19 while on a steamboat in Germany, Ivan reacted in a cowardly 

manner when the boat caught fire and rumors followed him, providing the 

basis for his story, A Fire at Sea. Although Ivan never married, he did have 

several affairs with his family‘s serfs. Late in life in 1879, he received an 

honorary degree of Doctor of Civil Law by the University of Oxford. His health 

declined in later years and he died 9/03/1883 due to spinal abscess. 

Turgenev‘s style was very much influenced by Belinsky. After his 

positive feedback, Turgenev decided to abandon Romantic idealism in favor 



CDOE - ODL B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER IV  

 

188 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

of a more realistic style. This shift in Turgenev‘s style is significant because 

many of the short stories that he published were more bleak and harsh in 

nature and gave people a more natural perspective on reality. His short 

stories are widely credited with influencing public opinion in favor of abolishing 

serfdom. His style and inspiration is also notable in the fact that he did not 

have any religious motive in his writing, representing instead more of the 

social aspects of the reform movement. Turgenev was a force in modernizing 

Russia and push for social change. 

SUMMARY   

    SETTING 

The setting of the story is important because it gives context and 

additional meaning to details in the story that might not otherwise stand out. 

First, the story presumably takes place in the 1850‘s when medicine would not 

have been very advanced, especially in Russia as it was not as modernized 

as Western Europe or the U.S. This insight is important as it gives a possible 

explanation as to why the doctor was unable to save the girl. Also, the 

physical placement of the girl‘s family far outside of the city is important 

because it shows the journey that the doctor has to make to reach the girl‘s 

family. The placement is important because it contributes the doctor being 

disgruntled about having to go treat her. 
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CHARACTERS 

The main character in The District Doctor is whom the story is named 

for, the doctor, Trifon Ivanich. Trifon seems like a fairly simple character at the 

beginning of the story, but becomes more complicated and nuanced as the 

story progresses. At the beginning of the story, Trifon seems like an average 

doctor doing what he thinks he‘s supposed to doing: saving lives. He travels 

to treat a patient, who turns out to be a beautiful girl. From here, Trifon‘s 

character arc becomes much more interesting as he‘s confronted with his 

options upon realizing that he can‘t save the girl and that she will inevitably 

die. His choices are to leave the girl to treat other patients in need, or stay 

with her for his own benefit. As one might predict, Trifon decides to stay with 

the girl and forgoes his obligations to treat other patients who need his help.  

The only other notable character in the story is the patient, the girl who 

Trifon treats, Aleksandra Andreyevna. Aleksandra is described by Trifon as a 

beauty, to the point that he felt pity that such a beautiful girl was ill. Even 

though Aleksandra was not awake when the doctor first arrived and checked 

in on her, she awakes when he checks on her at night. She does not know 

anything about the doctor as a person yet immediately confides in the doctor 

and tells him why she doesn‘t want to die. In spite of her declining health, she 

grows fond of him and would sometimes only allow him in her room. She also 

expresses her admiration for him as a doctor and continues to have faith in 

him, even to the moment before her death, where she tells Trifon that she has 

loved no one more than him. 

PLOT 

The story opens with doctor traveling outside of the city to attend to a 

patient. The doctor upon seeing the patient is struck by her beauty and 

prescribes the necessary treatments and medicine that she will need. 

Contrary to his expectations, she does not make any progress in her 

recovery, so he stays with her for a while longer. At this point in time, the 

doctor realizes that the girl is going to die and will not get better and questions 

whether he should move on to other patients who require his assistance. After 

rationalizing the situation with some dubious logic, the doctor decides that he 
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will stay and continue to treat the girl. The girl continues to weaken and 

lingers on for a few more days until she dies with the doctor at her side. 

The narrative opens with the introduction of Yákov Iványch Zhmúkhin, 

the district doctor, who serves a rural community in 19th-century Russia. 

Yákov's dedication to his profession is evident as he tirelessly attends to his 

patients despite the challenges posed by limited resources and societal 

indifference. 

As the story unfolds, Yákov's professional and personal lives 

intertwine, offering insights into the complexities of rural existence. He 

grapples with medical cases ranging from common ailments to more severe 

illnesses like typhus, often relying on his intuition and experience to guide him 

in the absence of modern medical technology. 

Yákov's interactions with his family, particularly his daughter Másha 

and his wife Tánya, provide a glimpse into the personal sacrifices he makes in 

pursuit of his calling. Despite the strains on his familial relationships caused 

by his demanding profession, Yákov's love for his family shines through, 

adding depth to his character. 

The narrative also delves into the social dynamics of rural Russia, 

portraying the tensions and alliances that shape the community. Yákov's 

conflicts with local authorities, such as the village elder Mátvey Savélyevich, 

underscore the challenges faced by individuals who dare to challenge the 

status quo. 

Throughout the story, Yákov's integrity and compassion serve as 

guiding principles, earning him the respect and admiration of those around 

him. Despite the hardships he endures, Yákov remains steadfast in his 

commitment to alleviating the suffering of others, embodying the noble ideals 

of his profession. 

In its exploration of universal themes such as duty, sacrifice, and 

resilience, "The District Doctor" offers a poignant portrait of a man who, in the 

face of adversity, finds meaning and purpose in the service of others. Through 

Yákov's journey, readers are invited to reflect on the timeless values that 

define the human experience. 
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Key Elements and Concepts 

1. Rural Life: The story delves into the realities of rural Russian life, depicting 

the simplicity, hardships, and close-knit community dynamics of a village 

setting. 

2. Social Class: Turgenev often examines the tensions between different 

social classes. In "The District Doctor," this is evident in the interactions 

between the doctor, who represents the educated elite, and the peasants, 

who are portrayed as uneducated and superstitious. 

3. Isolation and Loneliness: The protagonist, the district doctor, experiences 

a sense of isolation and loneliness, both physically and emotionally, as he 

struggles with his own inner conflicts and the lack of understanding from the 

villagers. 

4. Compassion and Empathy: Despite the doctor's initial disdain for the 

villagers, he ultimately demonstrates compassion and empathy towards them, 

particularly when faced with the illness of their child. This highlights the 

transformative power of human connection and empathy. 

5.  Conflict and Resolution: The story revolves around the conflict between 

the doctor's professional duties and his personal desires. He must navigate 

this conflict and ultimately finds resolution through a sense of duty and 

responsibility towards his patients. 

6. Themes of Illness and Healing: Illness serves as a central theme in the 

story, reflecting not only physical ailments but also the spiritual and emotional 

maladies afflicting the characters. The doctor's attempts to heal the sick child 

also symbolize his own journey towards redemption and self-discovery. 

Self-Assessment Questions                                                

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   ( 1 MARK)  

1. What is the occupation of the protagonist in "The District Doctor"?  

A) Teacher   B) Doctor  C) Farmer  D) Lawyer  

2. Where is the setting of "The District Doctor"?  

A) Urban city B) Coastal town C) Remote village D) Foreign country  

3. What is the initial attitude of Doctor Uzelkov towards the villagers? 

 A) Sympathetic B) Cynical C) Indifferent D) Friendly  
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4. What leads to Doctor Uzelkov's transformation in the story?  

A) Winning a medical award  B) Falling in love  

C) Treating a sick child   D) Inheriting a fortune  

5. What does the doctor learn about the villagers throughout the story?  

A) They are all wealthy  B) They are all educated  

C) They are superstitious but caring  D) They are all healthy  

6. What does the doctor initially think of his role in the village?  

A) He believes it's beneath him  B) He is excited to help the villagers  

C) He plans to start a medical school D) He thinks he'll be famous there  

7. What prompts Doctor Uzelkov to visit the sick child's family? 

 A) His love for children  B) A sense of duty and responsibility  

C) A request from the village elder    D) Curiosity about the villagers' 

customs  

8. How does Doctor Uzelkov's perception of the villagers change throughout the 

story?  

A) He becomes even more disdainful   

B) He remains indifferent   

C) He develops a deep respect and empathy for them  

D) He decides to leave the village  

9.  What is the outcome of Doctor Uzelkov's interaction with the sick child?  

A) The child dies despite his efforts  

B) The child miraculously recovers 

 C) The child's condition worsens      

 D) The child's family rejects the doctor's help  

10. How does Doctor Uzelkov feel after treating the sick child? 

 A) Disappointed    B) Proud and arrogant  

C) Humble and grateful   D) Indifferent  

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What is the main conflict in "The District Doctor"? 

The main conflict in "The District Doctor" revolves around Dr. Andrei 

Yefimitch's struggle to adapt to his new life in a remote rural district after being 

exiled from the urban society he once knew. He grapples with feelings of 
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isolation, bureaucratic obstacles, and the challenges of providing adequate 

medical care to the local peasants. 

2. How does Dr. Yefimitch's character change throughout the story? 

Dr. Yefimitch undergoes a significant transformation throughout the 

story. Initially cynical and detached, he gradually develops a sense of 

compassion and empathy towards his patients. His experiences in the rural 

district lead him to question his own beliefs and priorities, ultimately finding 

redemption and a renewed sense of purpose in his role as a doctor. 

3. What role does the rural setting play in the story? 

The rural setting serves as a backdrop for the narrative, highlighting the 

stark contrast between urban and rural life in 19th-century Russia. It 

underscores themes of isolation, social injustice, and the human connection to 

nature. Additionally, the rural setting shapes Dr. Yefimitch's experiences and 

influences his personal growth throughout the story. 

4. How does "The District Doctor" explore themes of social injustice? 

"The District Doctor" sheds light on social injustices prevalent in rural 

Russia during the 19th century, particularly regarding access to healthcare 

and the plight of the peasantry. Dr. Yefimitch witnesses firsthand the poverty, 

ignorance, and lack of resources faced by his patients, highlighting systemic 

inequalities within Russian society. 

 

5. What is the significance of Dr. Yefimitch's interactions with his patients? 

Dr. Yefimitch's interactions with his patients are central to his character 

development and the thematic exploration of empathy and human connection. 

Through these interactions, he learns valuable lessons about humility, 

compassion, and the importance of personal relationships, ultimately finding 

fulfillment in his role as a doctor. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

Explore the Theme of  “ The District Doctor ”  by Ivan Turgenev 

INTRODUCTION  

Ivan Sergeyevich Turgenev (/tʊərˈɡɛnjɛf, -ˈɡeɪn-/ toor-GHEN-yef, -

GAYN-Russian: Иван Сергеевич Тургенев[note 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Pronunciation_respelling_key
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Pronunciation_respelling_key
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivan_Turgenev#cite_note-2


CDOE - ODL B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER IV  

 

194 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

1], IPA: [ɪˈvan sʲɪrˈɡʲe(j)ɪvʲɪtɕ tʊrˈɡʲenʲɪf]; 9 November [O.S. 28 October] 1818 – 

3 September [O.S. 22 August] 1883) was a Russian novelist, short 

story writer, poet, playwright, translator and popularizer of Russian literature in 

the West.His first major publication, a short story collection titled A 

Sportsman's Sketches (1852), was a milestone of Russian realism. His 

novel Fathers and Sons (1862) is regarded as one of the major works of 19th-

century fiction. 

THE DISTRICT DOCTOR  

"The District Doctor" is a short story by Ivan Turgenev that revolves 

around Dr. Andrei Yefimitch, a physician who is exiled to a remote rural 

district as punishment for his liberal views. Dr. Yefimitch is initially 

disenchanted with his new surroundings, feeling isolated and disconnected 

from the urban society he once knew. However, as he settles into his role as 

the district doctor, he begins to interact with the local peasants and becomes 

increasingly involved in their lives. The story culminates in a poignant moment 

when Dr. Yefimitch reflects on his experiences and recognizes the value of 

human connection and empathy. Despite the challenges he faces, he finds 

redemption and a renewed sense of purpose in his role as a doctor, ultimately 

embracing his new life in the rural district. 

ISOLATION AND LONELINESS 

The protagonist, Dr. Andrei Yefimitch, experiences a profound sense of 

isolation in his remote rural district. He feels disconnected from the urban 

society and culture he once knew, as well as from the people in his new 

environment. This theme highlights the emotional and psychological toll of 

isolation on individuals. 

COMPASSION AND EMPATHY  

Despite his initial reluctance and cynicism, Dr. Yefimitch gradually 

develops a sense of compassion and empathy towards his patients. Through 

his interactions with them, he begins to understand their struggles and 

sufferings, ultimately leading to a transformation in his character. 

SOCIAL INJUSTICE AND INEQUALITY 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivan_Turgenev#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/Russian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Style_and_New_Style_dates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Style_and_New_Style_dates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Short_story
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Short_story
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Sportsman%27s_Sketches
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Sportsman%27s_Sketches
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literary_realism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fathers_and_Sons_(novel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiction
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The story sheds light on the social inequalities and injustices prevalent 

in rural Russia during the 19th century. Dr. Yefimitch witnesses firsthand the 

poverty, ignorance, and lack of access to adequate healthcare faced by the 

peasants in his district. This theme underscores the disparities in wealth, 

education, and healthcare that existed within Russian society at the time. 

EXISTENTIALISM AND MEANING OF LIFE 

Dr. Yefimitch grapples with existential questions about the purpose and 

meaning of his life. His experiences in the rural district force him to confront 

his own mortality and reconsider his priorities. This theme explores the 

existential angst and search for meaning that are central to the human 

condition. 

 REDEMPTION AND SELF-DISCOVERY 

Through his interactions with the peasants and his own introspection, 

Dr. Yefimitch undergoes a process of redemption and self-discovery. He 

learns valuable lessons about humility, compassion, and the importance of 

human connection, ultimately finding a sense of purpose and fulfillment in his 

role as a doctor. 

INTELLECTUALISM VS. PRACTICALITY 

Dr. Yefimitch embodies the conflict between intellectual pursuits and 

practical responsibilities. Initially, he is absorbed in his scholarly interests and 

disengaged from the practical demands of his profession. However, as he 

confronts the realities of rural life and the needs of his patients, he must 

reconcile his intellectual ideals with the practicalities of his role as a doctor. 

BUREAUCRACY AND INSTITUTIONAL CONSTRAINTS  

The story highlights the bureaucratic hurdles and institutional 

constraints that hinder Dr. Yefimitch's ability to provide effective medical care. 

He faces challenges such as limited resources, bureaucratic red tape, and 

indifference from higher authorities, which reflect the broader issues of 

inefficiency and corruption within the Russian bureaucracy. 

NATURE AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

The rural setting of the story underscores the significance of nature and 

the environment in shaping human experience. The natural landscape serves 
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as both a source of solace and a reminder of the harsh realities of rural life. 

Through vivid descriptions of the countryside, Turgenev emphasizes the 

interconnectedness between humans and their natural surroundings. 

 MORTALITY AND DEATH 

Death and the fear of mortality are recurring themes in the story. Dr. 

Yefimitch confronts death in various forms, from the tragic loss of his wife to 

the grim realities of disease and suffering among his patients. These 

experiences force him to confront his own mortality and reflect on the fragility 

of life. 

 CULTURAL CLASH AND IDENTITY 

Dr. Yefimitch's transition from urban life to rural exile represents a clash 

of cultures and identities. He struggles to adapt to the customs and traditions 

of the rural peasantry, feeling like an outsider in his own community. This 

theme explores issues of identity, belonging, and the tensions between urban 

and rural lifestyles. 

CONCLUSION 

―The District Doctor‖ serves as a poignant reminder of the importance 

of empathy, human connection, and solidarity in the face of adversity. It is a 

testament to the resilience of the human spirit and the capacity for individuals 

to find meaning and fulfillment, even in the most challenging of circumstances. 

SECTION 5.3: Plautus- The Pot of Gold 

TITUS MACCIUS PLAUTUS  

Titus Maccius Plautus was born around 254 BC in Sarsina, Umbria, in 

present day Italy. As a young boy he left his village and joined a travelling 

theatre group. It is believed that he later reached Rome, where he began to 

work as a stage assistant and actor. He is even said to have worked as a 

carpenter on the sets, according to William Harris. Plautus was exposed to 

Greek theatre and Greek New Comedy, especially the comedy of Menander, 

when he joined the Roman army as a soldier and travelled across Southern 

Italy. Plautus‘ earliest plays, Addictus and Saturio, were written while he was 

still a hand-miller, travelling from door to door. His comedies became a 

success and he soon became a full-time dramatist. Plautus chose to rework 



CDOE - ODL B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER IV  

 

197 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

Menander‘s plays instead of just translating them. He introduced local Roman 

colour in the plays. Though he borrowed the plot and characters from the 

original play, he would add his own brand of slapstick comedy and raucous 

humour to the play. Plautus was instrumental in introducing music, song and 

dance as a part of plot in his plays. He is said to have written more than 130 

plays, but we have access to only 21 of them in the present age. Some of his 

most famous works are The Pot of Gold, The Menaechmi, Stichus, 

Amphitryon and The Swaggering Soldier. 

Like all of Plautus‘ plays, The Pot of Gold too is set in Athens. Yet, the 

themes and issues he highlights are Roman. His comedies are a reflection of 

the society of his time. The Pot of Gold gives us an insight into Roman life at 

that time—especially the position of the women and slaves.  

 

SUMMARY 

 

THE PLOT:  

Lar Familiaris presents the prologue of the play, which sets the stage 

for the action that follows. It is by Lar Familiaris that the audience is informed 

that Euclio‘s grandfather, being a great miser, had buried a pot of gold in the 

central hall of his house. This wealth had remained undiscovered until Lar 

Familiaris, in his pity for Euclio‘s impoverished condition, and his appreciation 

of Phaedria‘s devotion, guided Euclio to the treasure. While Euclio is 
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preoccupied with hiding his treasure, his daughter Phaedria has been 

seduced by Lyconides, a youth who wishes to marry her as she is expecting 

their child. Oblivious to this, Euclio has accepted his neighbour Megadorus‘ 

proposal of marriage for his daughter. Megadorus happens to be Lyconides‘ 

uncle. Lyconides confesses his love for Phaedria to her father, and while he 

does so, his slave steals the pot of gold. The manuscript of the play which 

survives contains the action only upto this point. Most editors who have 

completed the text, including E.F.Watling, have done so from summaries that 

have survived or bits of dialogues which are available to them. From the 

summaries available to researchers, they have been able to fathom that the 

ending of the play is happy, with Lyconides and Phaedria marrying each 

other, and miserly Euclio uncharacteristically deciding to give them the pot of 

gold as a wedding gift. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TITLE:  

Megadorus‘ speech against dowry can be seen as Plautus‘ comment 

on Roman practices. It gives an insight into the low position women held in 

the social ladder. Yet, The Pot of Gold is first and foremost a satire on 

miserliness. Euclio‘s desperate desire to protect his pot of gold makes him 

restless and suspicious of everyone around him. There is comic irony in the 

incident where Euclio himself facilitates the slave‘s access to the treasure. 

Euclio maintains a farce of poverty, even though he has become rich on 

finding the gold. He even attends a meeting to seek donations and projects 

himself as a needy old man. Euclio‘s assent to Megadorus‘ proposal for 

Phaedria stems from his happiness at not having to provide a dowry for her. 

Plautus stresses his contempt of Euclio‘s miserliness by giving the steward 

Strobilus scenes where he narrates stories about Euclio‘s stinginess. For 

instance, he suggests that if someone stole a grain of salt from Euclio, he 

would see it as a serious burglary. The moral that the play presents is that 

miserliness is a great vice. The love for riches is a source of anxiety. Euclio 

learns this lesson at the end of the play and is shown to willingly give it away 

to Lyconides. 
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ANALYSING THE PLOT:  

The two main strands of the plot are Euclio‘s desperate antics to keep 

his pot of gold hidden from prospective thieves and Phaedria‘s affair with 

Lyconides. Megadorus‘ interest in Phaedria complicates both plot lines. Euclio 

suspects Megadorus‘ sudden interest in Phaedria as an attempt to rob him of 

his treasure. On the other hand, his marriage proposal interferes with 

Lyconides‘ desire to marry Phaedria. Both these plot lines are interwoven to 

present situations which cause tremendous laughter. Puns, jokes, ribaldry and 

good comic timing keeps the audience riveted to the action. Plautus also 

relied heavily on music and songs, which are unfortunately lost to the modern-

day audience, which add variety to the visual experience.  

The Greek New Comedy was a major influence on Plautus‘ plays. 

Plautus borrows several elements of this dramatic tradition. Thought to be 

inspired by Menander‘s play Dyskolos, The Pot of Gold has a well constructed 

plot. Even though the conclusion of the play is missing, translators have been 

able to reconstruct the ending with hints in the prologue and contemporary 

summaries available. The ‗Acrostic Argument‘ which prefaced some versions 

of the play, along with a supplement written at the end of other versions 

helped translators to assume an ending in which Euclio gives away the gold 

as a dowry for his daughter.  

The play has a very compact structure. There are no digressions to 

distract the audience from the main storyline. Even the minor characters, such 

as the steward and the cooks, throw more light on Euclio‘s character apart 

from contributing to the comic element of the play. As with all Roman plays, 

Plautus maintains the Unities of Time, Place and Action in the play. The 

action of the play revolves around the theme of avarice and miserliness. The 

entire play takes place within a short span of a few hours in a local street of 

Athens. 

STOCK CHARACTERS:  Comic drama has always used stock 

characters. A stock character is a character which is a common social 

stereotype. They are most commonly used to add to the comic elements of 
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the play. However, some playwrights have used stock characters to serve 

other purposes too, such as to further the action of the play or act as foils to 

other characters. Stock characters have typical names or qualities which 

represent a type, and this makes it simple for the audience to recognise the 

character and place it in a certain context. In Roman comedy, the miser, the 

intelligent servant and the braggart soldier are common stock characters. 

Elizabethan comedy‘s most common stock character is the Fool—Feste, 

Touchstone and Bottom from Shakespeare‘s plays being some examples. 

Yet, like Plautus, Shakespeare also developed his stock characters into more 

than a flat character. He gave them sympathetic aspects which made them 

more complex and interesting.  

 One of the major theatrical devices that Plautus relies on to generate 

the comedy on stage is the presence of stock characters. Euclio as the old 

miser is a typical stock character he uses as a protagonist. Plautus presents 

him in a genial light. Even though he acts greedily, Plautus redeems him in 

the end when he learns a lesson and appears to be just a good-hearted 

person who had been misguided by his greed. His first reaction to Megadorus‘ 

marriage proposal for his daughter is a suspicion that he may be after his 

gold. Yet, being the miser he is, he gladly agrees when Megadorus not only 

does not demand any dowry, but even offers to pay for the entire wedding.  

The old yet lusty bachelor is another stock character that Plautus 

uses. His Megadorus generates much laughter as the lusty old man thinking 

of marrying the young and beautiful Phaedria. A major part of the play‘s 

humour comes from the lavish and elaborate preparations for his wedding. 

Plautus manages to draw an interesting parallel between Euclio‘s lust for his 

gold and Megadorus‘ lust for Phaedria. At the end of the play, like Euclio, 

Megadorus too is shown to be kind-hearted when he allows Lyconides and 

Phaedria to be married.  

The third typical stock character Plautus uses in the play is the 

intelligent servant. Staphyla is Euclio‘s maid, yet is shown to be far more 

compassionate and sensible than he is. Through the action of the play, she 

shows her concern for Euclio‘s increasingly strange behaviour, and for 
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Phaedria‘s pregnancy. Lyconides‘ slave too is a clever character, who is able 

to steal Euclio‘s gold despite all his precautions. The slave is a comic figure. 

He is a stock character—the intelligent servant who gets the better of his 

masters. His soliloquy on stage—as he waits for Lyconides—reveals to the 

audience what he thinks of himself. He enumerates the ways in which he has 

made himself useful to his master. Lyconides is the youth Phaedria wants to 

marry, as she is expecting his child. Along with the other minor characters, 

like the steward and the cooks, the slave‘s speeches provide the audience 

with a lot of amusement. Lyconides‘ slave plays a significant role in the 

development of the plot. He overhears Euclio speaking aloud about the 

location of his treasure and steals it, leading to Euclio‘s total breakdown. This 

incident is instrumental in Lyconides winning Euclio‘s favour, when he 

manages to retrieve Euclio‘s gold and return it to him through Megadorus. 

This makes Euclio readily accept him as Phaedria‘s suitor.  

Stace opines that the slave‘s character is the key to understanding 

Plautine originality. Plautus was known to have adapted Greek plays, yet it is 

in the characters that he shows his originality when he brings in nuances 

which were not present in the original. Stace speaks of the different kinds of 

slaves that Plautus employs s characters in the play. Plautus‘ plays are full of 

instances of the ―servus callidus‖, or the ―intriguing slave‖. Strobilus however, 

falls in the category of the ‗faithful slave‘, who helps his master.  

THE WOMEN CHARACTERS: A study of Plautine plays shows that in 

all the plays available to us, there are 154 male characters, but only 54 female 

characters. In fact three of his plays don‘t have any female characters—

Captivi, Pseudolus and Trinummus. Of course, the major reason for this is the 

non-availability of female actors. 

The female roles were performed by men, and it was easier to give the 

women minor non-speaking parts. The Greeks did not have major roles for 

women in their plays, and since Plautus‘ plays were fashioned from them, he 

too chose to follow the same convention. Further, it can be argued that the 

bias Plautus shows against women is one that is a reflection of his society. In 

Athenian and Roman society, women were not expected to be seen in public. 
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Their work was to take care of their household and stay within the confines of 

their homes. Thus, the plays do not have many women characters on the 

stage, and those who appear on the stage belong to the lower classes.  

STAPHYLA:  Despite Euclio‘s poor treatment of her, Staphyla is a 

faithful servant to him and Phaedria. She is a uni-dimensional character, 

whose only role is that of an elderly slave. She plays an important role in the 

story development since she informs the audience of Phaedria‘s pregnant 

condition. Her exchanges with Euclio provide comedy and also affirm Lar 

Familiaris‘ description of Euclio‘s nature. Her speeches throw light on Euclio‘s 

character as a miserly wretch. Her speech puts Euclio in place, when she 

says that the house is so dirty that Dame Fortune would never set foot in it. 

She is an old woman, and even though she has served as Euclio‘s 

housekeeper for a long time, he does not trust her and treats her unkindly. 

Her presence in the play may not contribute to the action, yet her character 

serves to highlight the theme of the play—the futility of greed. Staphyla is 

sympathetic to Phaedria‘s condition and wants to protect her from social 

ostracism.  

 EUNOMIA:  Eunomia is a matrona, and her conversation with 

Megadorus presents a very stereotypical picture of women. For instance she 

says women often talk too much. She appears twice on stage in the course of 

the play. As Megadorus‘ sister, she shows her concern that he is not married 

yet, and suggests a middleaged woman for him. It is to Eunomia that 

Megadorus reveals that he wishes to marry Phaedria. In her second 

appearance Eunomia tries to dissuade her brother from his decision as she 

wants her son to marry Phaedria. As with all of Plautus‘ matronas, Eunomia 

too is an unsympathetic figure. However, since her role as mother and sister 

is the one highlighted in the play, she does not appear shrewish and cunning 

like most matronas.  

PHAEDRIA:  Phaedria is a puella—she is the object of the young 

hero‘s affection, and it her marriage which will signal the happy ending of the 

play. All the actors in Plautus‘ time were men, and so, interestingly, Phaedria 

never makes an appearance on stage, even though we hear her screams 
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during her labour. She is mentioned by the other characters. Lar Familiaris 

speaks of her devotion to him. He also apprises the audience of her seduction 

by Lyconides. Phaedria‘s future has been decided by her father in her 

absence. First he decided to marry her to Megadorus, and later, at 

Megadorus‘ behest, and at the return of his gold, to Lyconides. Since she 

cannot make any contribution to the action of the play, she doesn‘t appear on 

the stage at all. She is completely under her father‘s control. Her name does 

appear in the list of characters, so it is possible that she may have appeared 

at the end of the play.  

Ann Raia argues that Plautus‘ female characters fall into five 

stereotypical categories—the puella, the matrona, the meretrix, the ancilla and 

the anus. The puella is the young maiden, who the young hero may want to 

seduce. The matrona is the married woman, the meretrix the courtesan, the 

ancilla the handmaid and the anus the old woman. In The Pot of Gold, the 

three women characters all fit into a category. Staphyla is an anus, or old 

woman, the sister is the matrona, and Phaedria is the puella. 

THE ROLE OF LAR FAMILIARIS:  Lar Familiaris is the household 

god of Euclio‘s house. While the miserly Euclio does not worship Lar 

Familiaris, his daughter Phaedria performs the necessary ceremonies to 

appease the resident spirit of the house. He is the first character to come onto 

the stage. Since he is a God, he is not visible to the characters of the play. Lar 

Familiaris presents the Prologue of the play, which sets the stage for the 

action that follows. It is by Lar Familiaris that the audience is informed that 

Euclio‘s grandfather, being a great miser, had buried a pot of gold in the 

central hall of his house. This wealth had remained undiscovered until Lar 

Familiaris, in his pity for Euclio‘s impoverished condition, and his appreciation 

of Phaedria‘s devotion, guided Euclio to the treasure. As the household deity, 

Lar Familiaris seems to influence the action. As he announces in his 

Prologue, he influences Megadorus to wish to marry Phaedria. Megadorus 

has not married earlier, so his sudden interest in marrying Phaedria has a 

simple explanation here. Lar Familiaris also tells the audience in the Prologue 

that Phaedria has been seduced by Lyconides, Megadorus‘ nephew, and she 
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is now expecting their child. Lar Familiaris initiates the plot; he introduces the 

theme of the play to the audience. Like ‗Chorus‘ in Greek tragedies or 

‗Sutradhara‘ in ancient Sanskrit classical plays Lar here plays significant role. 

SOLILOQUIES: A soliloquy is a very useful dramatic device. It is a 

speech by a character onstage when no other characters are present. So, the 

character is speaking to himself, or that he speaks his thoughts out aloud to 

the audience. Thus, the main aim of the soliloquy is to convey a character‘s 

intentions to the audience. Drama does not have the benefit of a narrative. 

While in a novel or a short story the narrative voice gives the reader an insight 

into a character‘s thoughts and motives, the actors of a play need to rely on 

the soliloquy to achieve the same effect. The soliloquy is thus used to explain 

a character‘s motives and actions. It can also be the means to apprise the 

audience of past or future events in the play.   

The Pot of Gold has several soliloquies. At the beginning of the play, 

Euclio‘s soliloquy informs the audience of his intention to pretend to be poor in 

order to get a donation. This gives the audience an insight into Euclio‘s true 

nature. The slave too, makes a long soliloquy when he enters. His soliloquy 

not just acquaints the audience with his nature, but also anticipates some 

twists and turns in the action of the play. Megadorus‘ speech about dowry can 

also be classified as a soliloquy. Of course, in this case, the soliloquy has a 

listener on the stage. Unknown to Megadorus, Euclio overhears his views on 

dowry and decides that it would suit him to marry his daughter to Megadorus. 

In this way, the soliloquy helps move the action of the play forward.  

 

THE ENDING: The ending of The Pot of Gold is quite ambiguous and 

abrupt. As the ending is conjectural and is a by-product of translators‘ 

anticipation, it becomes ambiguous and even vague to some extent. In a 

surprise ending, Euclio gives away the pot of gold to Lyconides as a dowry for 

his daughter. When Megadorus returns Euclio‘s pot of gold, he suggests 

Lyconides‘ marriage to Phaedria, to which Euclio readily agrees. Euclio 

announces that he would be happy if the money went to someone whom it 

could help. He realises that possessing the pot of gold has brought him 
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nothing but misery. He did not have a moment of peace while he had the gold. 

He hopes he will be able to sleep restfully now that he has given it away. 

Though this ending is not plausible at first, since it is not consistent with 

Euclio‘s character, we have to accept it from the various surmises made by 

the translators and researchers.  

Key Elements and Concepts 

1. Miser: A person who hoards wealth and is reluctant to spend money. 

2. New Comedy: A genre of ancient Greek and Roman comedy,  

characterized by its focus on everyday life, domestic situations, and 

witty dialogue. 

3. Stock Characters: Characters who embody recognizable traits or 

stereotypes, often appearing in multiple works of literature or drama. 

4. Protagonist: The main character or central figure of a story, often 

facing conflict or challenges. 

5. Antagonist: The character or force that opposes or conflicts with the 

protagonist. 

6. Slaves: In ancient Roman society, individuals who were owned by 

others and had limited rights. Often portrayed as clever and resourceful 

in Plautus's comedies. 

7. Social Class: A division of society based on economic or social status, 

often influencing characters' behaviors and relationships in the play. 

8. Satire: The use of humor, irony, or exaggeration to criticize or mock 

societal attitudes, behaviors, or institutions. 

9. Wordplay: The manipulation of language to create humor or multiple 

meanings, often through puns, double entendres, or clever phrasing. 

10. Dialogue: Conversation between characters, often revealing their 

thoughts, motivations, and relationships. 

11. Greed: Excessive desire for wealth or possessions often depicted as a 

negative trait in literature. 

12. Deception: The act of misleading or tricking others, often for personal 

gain or to achieve a specific goal. 
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13. Love: A complex emotion and theme in the play, involving romantic 

relationships, desire, and familial affection. 

14. Conflict: The struggle or clash between opposing forces, which drives 

the plot forward and creates tension. 

15. Resolution: The conclusion or outcome of the play, where conflicts are 

resolved and loose ends are tied up. 

Self-Assessment Questions                                                

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER   ( 1 MARK)  

1. What is the setting of "The Pot of Gold"? 

A) Ancient Greece  B) Medieval England 

C) Modern-day New York D) Fairyland 

2. Who is the protagonist of the story? 

A) King Midas B) Jason C) Farmer Dikaiopolis D) Zeus 

3. What problem does Farmer Dikaiopolis face at the beginning of the 

story? 

A) His crops are failing due to a drought . B) He is unable to find a wife. 

C) He is cursed with bad luck. D) He is unable to pay his taxes. 

4. What does Farmer Dikaiopolis find while plowing his field? 

A) A pot of gold  B) A magical ring  

C) A talking animal  D) A treasure map 

5. What does Farmer Dikaiopolis do with the pot of gold? 

A) He sells it to the highest bidder.   B) He keeps it hidden in his house. 

C) He shares it with his neighbors. D) He buries it again. 

6. Who is revealed to be the true owner of the pot of gold? 

A) A group of thieves    B) The king 

C) Farmer Dikaiopolis's deceased father D) A leprechaun 

7. What lesson does Farmer Dikaiopolis learn from his encounter with the  

leprechaun? 

A) Greed leads to ruin.   B) Luck is more valuable than wealth. 

C) Always be kind to strangers. D) Hard work is the key to 

success. 
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8. What happens to the pot of gold once Farmer Dikaiopolis reveals its 

location to the leprechaun? 

A) It disappears into thin air.   

B) It turns into a pile of rocks. 

  C) It multiplies into several pots of gold.  

D) It transforms into a magical creature. 

9.  How does Farmer Dikaiopolis react when he discovers that the pot of 

gold is gone? 

A) He laughs at the trick played on him. 

B) He becomes angry and vows to find the leprechaun. 

C) He feels relieved to be rid of the burden. 

D) He becomes despondent and curses his luck. 

10. What is the moral of "The Pot of Gold"? 

A) Wealth brings happiness.  B) Be cautious of strangers bearing gifts. 

C) Generosity leads to good fortune. D) Greed can lead to loss. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What is the theme of The Pot of Gold Plautus? 

In the play 'The Pot of Gold' Plautus throws light on human follies and 

vices- avarice and miserliness. His main aim is to expose and make fun of 

wrong and evil aspects. His main objective is to satirize the follies of 

individuals. The playwright is vigilant about the social life of the people of that 

time. 

2. What does The Pot of Gold symbolize? 

The Symbolism of the Pot of Gold: The Pot of Gold has become a popular 

symbol of Irish culture and is often associated with luck and prosperity. Many 

people believe that finding a Pot of Gold is a sign of good fortune and that it 

will bring them wealth and happiness. 

3. What is the representation of slaves in Pot of gold? 

The slaves is Plautus's play The Pot of Gold help drive the plot, provide 

comic relief, and serve as a voice of wisdom and compassion. Lyconides's 

slave is the culprit who steals the pot of gold from Euclio. His action, while 

sneaky and immoral, drives the play's plot to its conclusion. 



CDOE - ODL B.A ENGLISH – SEMESTER IV  

 

208 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

4. What is the role of Lar familiaris in Pot of Gold? 

Lar Familiaris is the family God of Euclio's house. Even though the 

stingy Euclio does not offer worship to Lar Familiaris, his daughter named 

Phaedria conducts all the required ceremonies to mitigate the living spirit of 

the household. He is the first character to come on the stage. 

5. What is the name of Euclio's housekeeper? 

The guardian spirit – The guardian spirit speaks in the prologue and does 

not appear thereafter. Staphyla – She is an old lady who acts as Euclio's 

housekeeper. Megadorus – He is a wealthy old man who is also Eunomia's 

brother. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

Explore the Theme of "The Pot of Gold " by Plautus. 

INTRODUCTION  

Titus Maccius Plautus, commonly known as Plautus, was a Roman 

playwright who lived during the 3rd and 2nd centuries BCE. He is considered 

one of the greatest comedic playwrights of ancient Rome and his works had a 

significant influence on later European drama.Plautus is believed to have 

been born in Sarsina, a small town in Umbria, Italy. He likely began his career 

as an actor before turning to playwriting. His comedies were characterized by 

their lively and farcical plots, witty dialogue, and colorful characters.Plautus 

often drew inspiration from Greek New Comedy, adapting Greek plays to suit 

Roman tastes and cultural norms. His works typically featured stock 

characters such as cunning slaves, foolish old men, and scheming lovers. 

Despite the stereotypical nature of these characters, Plautus infused them 

with humanity and humor, making his plays both entertaining and relatable to 

Roman audiences. 

Some of Plautus's most famous works include "The Pot of Gold" 

("Aulularia"), "The Brothers Menaechmus" ("Menaechmi"), and "The 

Swaggering Soldier" ("Miles Gloriosus"). His comedies were immensely 

popular during his lifetime and continued to be performed throughout the 

Roman Republic and Empire. 

THE POT OF GOLD 
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The Pot of Gold is a play by Plautus. It is a comedy about a man who 

tries to hoard his wealth and the various people who attempt to steal it from 

him.Euclio‘s household god reveals to him the location of a pot of gold, which 

Euclio then jealously guards.Phaedria, Euclio‘s daughter, is pregnant by 

Lyconides but betrothed to Megadorus, whom Euclio suspects of wanting his 

gold. Phaedria ultimately marries Lyconides instead, and Euclio gives the 

couple the pot of gold as a wedding gift after recovering it from Strobilus. 

GREED AND MATERIALISM 

Euclio's obsessive desire to hoard and protect his newfound wealth 

highlights the theme of greed. His actions, driven by fear of losing his gold, 

demonstrate the corrosive effects of materialism on human relationships and 

morality. 

 FAMILY AND FORGIVENESS 

The play emphasizes the importance of familial bonds and forgiveness. 

Despite Euclio's initial reluctance to accept his son, Lyconides, and the 

revelation of his illegitimate birth, the narrative ultimately celebrates the power 

of forgiveness and reconciliation within the family unit. 

 LOVE AND SACRIFICE 

The theme of love is portrayed through the characters of Lyconides 

and Phaedria, who are willing to make sacrifices for each other. Lyconides's 

decision to steal the gold to provide a dowry for Phaedria demonstrates his 

love and willingness to sacrifice his own integrity for her happiness. 

 SOCIAL CLASS AND MARRIAGE 

The play explores the dynamics of social class and marriage in ancient 

Roman society. Euclio's willingness to marry off his daughter to Megadorus, a 

wealthy but older man, reflects the pragmatic considerations of marriage as a 

means of social advancement and financial security. 

DECEPTION AND BETRAYAL 

Deception and betrayal are recurring motifs in the play, as characters 

scheme and manipulate each other for personal gain. Euclio's paranoia leads 

him to mistrust everyone around him, while Lyconides's theft of the gold 

exposes the darker side of human nature. 
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REDEMPTION AND TRANSFORMATION 

"The Pot of Gold" also explores the themes of redemption and 

transformation. Through the course of the play, characters such as Euclio and 

Lyconides undergo personal growth and change, learning valuable lessons 

about forgiveness, integrity, and the true meaning of wealth. 

GENEROSITY VS. SELFISHNESS 

The play contrasts the miserliness of Euclio with the generosity of other 

characters, such as Megadorus, who offers to marry Phaedria without a 

dowry. Euclio's selfishness and obsession with his gold stand in stark contrast 

to the selflessness of those who seek to help him or marry into his family 

without ulterior motives. 

FATE AND FORTUNE 

The discovery of the pot of gold and its subsequent disappearance 

raise questions about fate and fortune. Euclio's initial stroke of luck in finding 

the gold is followed by a series of unfortunate events, leading him to question 

whether his newfound wealth was a blessing or a curse predetermined by 

fate. 

TRUST AND BETRAYAL 

The theme of trust and betrayal is explored through the interactions 

between characters who deceive and manipulate each other for personal 

gain. Euclio's paranoia and suspicion of those around him highlight the 

fragility of trust in a society where appearances can be deceiving. 

CONCLUSION 

"The Pot of Gold" by Plautus is a timeless comedy that weaves 

together themes of greed, love, family, forgiveness, and social dynamics 

within ancient Roman society. Through the misadventures of Euclio, the 

miserly protagonist who discovers a pot of gold, the play explores the 

consequences of unchecked greed and the transformative power of love and 

forgiveness. 

 

***ALL THE BEST *** 


